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Miss Raine rather sees the various types of the mother
goddess as stages through which the individual woman

grows,

Strange that self’s continuum should outlast
The Virgin, Aphrodite and the mourning Mother,

and which she may outgrow, but which nevertheless have
a more poetic significance than her mere individuality;
they are parts, as it were, which she has to play in
a sacred drama. They are perhaps not actual except
when embodied in the individual woman, but they are
nevertheless more real than she. They are archetypal roles

(=)

that give the individual existence shape and meaning.
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The psychologist Jung has drawn attention to the fact
that myths have a kind of permanent validity, that they
represent stages through which the conscious attitudes of
each individual life-history must pass, and that they are
our best means of dramatising these stages to ourselves
and making them aesthetically objective. With this new

interest in myths, there has come a new interest also in the
only English poet who ever invented his own mythology,
William Blake. For a leading poetess of our own decade,
Miss Kathleen Raine, Blake is the poet to whom she
instinctively turns, just as Mr Eliot in his early days turned
to Donne, and Auden and MacNeice to these socially alert

()

and satirically aggressive poets, Byron and Pope.
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In recent years, Freud has become a much less popular
psychologist in England than his rival, Jung, who thinks
that much dream imagery, and much traditional poetic
imagery, does not represent so much the suppressed
desires of the individual as a kind of latent race memory
in the individual; in some obscure way we each of us
recapitulate in the sunken depths of our mind the whole
history of the race, and that explains the almost universal
validity of certain images, which Jung calls archetypal
images, and in particular it explains the effectiveness
in poetry of mythological imagery long after we have
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ceased consciously to believe in myths.
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