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Status and issues on the care handing of animals kept at private kindergartens

in Ibaraki prefecture

Abstract

Much attention has been given to the role that animals play in the social and psychological
development of children. In Japanese kindergartens, animals have been kept as a part of the education of
the mind. The questionnaires were sent to 196 private kindergartens in Ibaraki prefecture to investigate
the keeping condition of animals at kindergartens. Responses were obtained from 107 kindergartens
(response rate 54.6%), and among them, 69 kindergartens kept animals (64.5%). Among the
kindergartens which kept animals, 30% of them kept animals without knowing how to care animals, and
60 % of them kept animals without the help of veterinarians. To make the animal keeping condition in
kindergartens better, it seems important for teachers to become positive for the keeping animals, to get

understanding of parents, and to cooperate with specialists like veterinarians.
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Which Municipalities Charge for Garbage?
— An Statistical Analysis of 44 Municipalities in Ibaraki Prefecture —

Abstract

In this article, the author tries to analyze the effect of environmental factors to “charging policy
for household garbage” among 44 municipalities in Ibaraki Prefecture. As the amount of garbage
discharge reached the peak in 1990, many municipalities have considered that reducing waste is one of
the important agenda to be resolved. As of 2014, 1,088 out of 1,741 municipalities have implemented
“charging policy for household garbage.” In accord with these present conditions, he raise two questions
on this issue, first, what kinds of municipalities have implemented the policy, and secondly, what are
valuable factors that municipalities go on to the policy.

To answer these questions, he analyzes statistical data by multiple liner regression analysis models.
Their conclusions were twofold.

1. Rural municipalities tend to have taken the policy compared with urban ones.

2. “Policy diffusion” is observed among municipalities which have implemented the policy.
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THLMEENH S T BRI L, VNY Y RMEREERIC OV TR, M ER Y
INT Y RENRFFEICHR U CHER IET T AR L., OFMHtE S XORH., @fFeis
A& DT E B, ERADSHEOFEMOMILD 3 sIOBERIES 217 - 72,

—Ji. BEHEIC &> THELDEE b > 7 L O RE S H 5. 111 - KEFA - F5
(1995) &, FEERZHAL TS 49 HinthzWMR L L7 V7 — Fi&EICEON T,
BHO ERELIZHIBRIE 56%. EE L emE LzABERIE 44% Th -7z & DfsiRz

_30_



IR 44 HlTRHC 351 2 T HIIERUE D BRI I 2 7047

BEH LTV,

3—2. UNTY FHROREICET RN

VN RRIRICEET 258 E 07N Tn5, TOUNY Y RRIROFHED D,
TRESHIOMBIIRENTH 2 L0 D T EEEMINTV S, Jekd R - vk (2006)
E. UNT Y RAIROMGEZ1T> TH D BT A B & K Ot 0 9 T A
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FIALERKE L TEDSZ2 THRIKLAV]) & il 2 O EBEROBERTE BN % REd
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FEOHTITH TH5,

24 B, KB T BBy Tk, #RHe & TEEHEZ RIS 2 h S DS N TV 5,
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*®5. THEDE THRE) OFER (T2 7V BRYLERBBRME 19, KREBEARE 25)

ZHR THERUED RN FafE BEERER
REH S DERREER =Ry 102.9 0.000%**
=Ry 63.5
KFED S DESREERE =Ry 287 0.000%**
= py 51.0
RRH 5 DFTEEHE EH=R=yE 99.8 0.016**
=Ry 81.2
B{EEmTEE == 66.8 0.053*
=Py 80.9
1T AE)BEFAS () =R 2,383.0 0.009%**
RRMEEBE 2,650.8
BRYLRIELE R B =R 3.1 0.000%**
REMEEBE 0.8
RSB RA M SRIE B TR RE =R 0.6 0.005%**
REFEE A 0.2

HEI%IKETER ** 5% KETHEE * 10 KETEE (B%)

FIMEICARZADN D > TeDIE, THED S OEMEREE (D_ T) 1. K05 OEfRER
B (D__ M) AU S OFTERE (T T MaEmssE ¢__1A)) 1T ASEh 0
HlTR RATS N, TERMESZ IR B G (n_ CLG) ) TR N AR E 92t
A (n _ WTG) ] O 7 A ® Th oz,

DED, K5DTREDHRN S, ARHEZFME L TV 5 HIGKIE, EiiiL TV
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K5 OFTER | A d CEHE & OBIRIEDSIV) . @ TalfEhmAER | AYEW,
@ T—= N4z 0 ilTR AT ) MRV, & TERHMERMLE BiadESy 20, © TR
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RETE COEREREE CBIEME 2R D2 DRRIN L. ARHEEIEERNZ 0TS 272D DE
TIVERER LT,

QBRYLEMERE 7L AIc BT 3RO

HET WA BN TR RDOK S B Z L TGEEZT1TS. $&bb,

33 JEICIE 5% KEXTZERLE T ZDOT AR 35EEE VS T Licihd, T, BEBOMKRELRLE.
(Hmih 5 OEFREEE (Distance in a straight line from Tokyo) |, [7KF 5 DE#REHEE (Distance in a straight line
from Mito) | [R5/ 5 DOFFEREE (Time required from Tokyo) | Tm[{T:#li[fif%=% (rate of Inhabitable land Area) |
[ N7 0 OmETR RS (ncome) |, MEEMESGTRE H A% (number of Charging implementation proximity
Local Governments) | [ AU N A RS2 H iB1A%L (number of Wide-area-Treatment regional charging imple-
mentation Local Governments) | T& %,
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The consideration of the way of the inhabitant ballot system to enhance

the decision-making of local autonomy

~ The proposition of decision by the assembly that approves the inhabitant ballot result

In this paper, the way of the inhabitant ballot in local governments are discussed.

At first, I classify the types of ballots by the main constituent of the authority to perform the ballot and
subsequent actions based on its results of the inhabitant ballot.

Next, I offer a new tentative plan about the binding force of the results of the inhabitant ballot. And, in
the current indirect democracy, I finally discuss what is more desirable way to adopt the inhabitant ballot.

The main issue in this article is whether the inhabitant ballot can keep a legal effect.

However, it proved to be difficult. Rather I got a conclusion that a better system can be founded by
combining the system of the inhabitant ballot with a current system.

As a result, I suggest that the inhabitant ballot system be placed in the current policy-making process.
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Islamic Representations and Realism in Mahomet and his Successors
and Vanity Fair

Kenji Toyama*

Abstract:

This study aims to examine Islamic representations and Orientalism in Washington Irving’s Mahomet
and his Successors and William Makepeace Thackeray’s Vanity Fair. In particular, it discusses both
their differences and respective attempts at realist representations of Islamic regions and peoples. While
acknowledging the influence of colonial and imperial interests on each work, they are also discussed in
terms of geographic realism, arguing that they produce a realism of “physical place.”

One of the features of Mahomet and his Successors is how it expounds historical facts in the footnotes.
In these footnotes, Irving refers to The Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians, a book written
by the Victorian Orientalist William Edward Lane. This suggests that Mahomet and his Successors can be
interpreted as an American historical romance, since it reflects and describes the Middle East and Islamic
beliefs. Consequently, it can also be read as a description of Muslim customs. Irving thereby presents an
approach to realist novels that, while adopting romanticist elements, is based on historical elements.

Next, I examine realism and representations of Islam in Vanity Fair, one of the best-known works of the
nineteenth century. Vanity Fair can be interpreted as posing Muhammad as a new hero figure, in place of
Napoleon. Thomas Carlyle’s On Heroes, Hero-worship, and the Heroic in History shows that Muhammad
was regarded heroically in the nineteenth century Britain. In Vanity Fair, Thackeray retains elements of
realism in his depictions of London, while also giving an account of the hero Muhammad.

As described above, both these works have elements of realism. Taking into account the nineteenth
century “higher criticism,” the opportunity it provided for these works to include Islamic representations is

another factor supporting the claim that these are realist texts.

1. Introduction
This study aims to examine Islamic representations and Orientalism in two works, Mahomet

and his Successors (1849 — 50) by Washington Irving (1783 — 1859) and Vanity Fair (1847

*  EBRPAI ST IRPUET HEAUR
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- 48) by William Makepeace Thackeray (1811 - 63), focusing on both their differences and
their realistic elements. Common to both works are references to Napoleon Bonaparte (1769
- 1821). Following Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign (1798 — 1801), Egypt became known as
“the Orient” in the worldview of contemporary Europeans, while it was perceived somewhat
differently in America.

Since the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism in 1978, discussions in many fields,
including anthropology and history, have focused on the concept of “the Orient” and
“Orientalism.” According to Said, “the Orient” is “almost a European invention, and had
been since antiquity a place of romance, exotic beings, haunting memories and landscapes,
remarkable experiences” (1), while “Orientalism” is “a Western style for dominating,
restricting, and having authority over the Orient” (3).

Furthermore, according to anthropologist Dale F. Eickelman’s The Middle East and Central
Asia (1981), there was considerable interest in the Middle East in nineteenth century Europe
for three reasons (25— 8). First, Europeans were interested in the customs of Muslims living in
the Orient. They were attracted by the exoticism of the Middle East and its mysterious Muslim
inhabitants. As I will show, this attraction forms the basis of “Orientalism” in Mahomet and
his Successors. Second, in the nineteenth century, Europeans had a desire to assert political
control over the Middle East. As a result of Napoleon’s expedition, Egypt was controlled by
France for a short time, allowing Napoleon to dominate the Middle East and undermine British
access to Indian trade routes. The third reason is “higher criticism.” Using modern science,
“higher criticism” became popular in the nineteenth century as a way to rationally interpret the
Bible."' Eickelman argues that “interest in the Middle East converged with important trends in
European scholarship, particularly the so-called higher criticism of the Bible” (27). In Section
Three, I will discuss “higher criticism” in greater detail.

Utilizing Eickelman’s three motivations for Western interest in the Middle East, I will
discuss Islamic representations in Mahomet and his Successors and Vanity Fair and, in

particular, the realistic aspects of these books.

2. Previous criticism and a new approach to Irving

It is true that Irving is well-known as the author of The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon

_96_



Islamic Representations and Realism in Mahomet and his Successors and Vanity Fair

(1819 - 20), but he “has shrunk to a story or two in college anthologies and only a few
specialists know about Mahomet and his Successors” (Sha’ban 5). This work, ostensibly a
biography, received a mixed reception. In one precedent study, Kecia Ali points out that “Irving
brought his novelist’s sensibility to his treatment of Muhammad’s life” (180). In another,
Henry A. Pochmann observes, as if standing on Ali’s indication, that previous criticism of

Mahomet and his Successors falls into three categories:

1. Critics see a romantic story about the founders of the Muslim faith, told with a grace
that has seldom been equaled.

2. Critics praise Irving’s genial good sense and fair-mindedness and then proceed to have a
long discussion about Islam.

3. Critics debate how Irving failed to meet his responsibilities, as either a religious

historian or a cultural analyst (517 - 59).

Regarding the first category, Pochmann points to “the romantic subjects of Islam,” while
Eickelman explains why Irving’s novel was a success: because it reveals the geographic fantasy
of the Middle East (Pochmann 520; Eickelman 25). It is true that he “extolled his enthusiastic
and visionary spirit and the striking and sublime quality of his luminous path” (Oren 160).
Additionally, Bennett mentions that “Irving viewed Muhammad through romantic eyes, ‘amid
the charms of a romantic bias too often lost sight of truth>” (114).

Regarding the second category, I argue that Mahomet and his Successors is a historical
novel about the Islamic empire, because the stories in the novel provide a rough chronological
outline. First, it documents the time before Muhammad became a prophet;2 second, it traces
Muhammad’s life as a prophet and his persecution; and third, it describes his activities as a
conqueror after being persecuted. These stories, therefore, provide an account of how and why
the conquest came to be, as well as the rise and fall of the Islamic empire.

Let us now examine the third category of criticism, which accuses Irving of failing to meet
his responsibilities either as a religious historian or as a cultural analyst. [ argue that although
there is a picturesque history within Irving’s Orientalism in Mahomet and his Successors—

a combination of history, legend, fact, and fable—the novel is a well-developed historical
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romance. Irving was motivated by both the mystery of the East and Western political interests,
which corresponds to Eickelman’s first and second reasons for Western interest in the East. In
this sense, as an Orientalist, [rving met his responsibilities as a religious historian and cultural
analyst, maintaining that “he achieves a reasonably sympathetic formulation of the Islamic
faith” (Wagenknecht 157). Therefore, as a novelist, the third category of criticism does not
apply to Irving.

Regarding Irving’s motivation for writing the novel, it can reasonably be assumed that he
wanted to introduce Islamic culture, religion, and history—from its inception through the
eighth century—to an American audience. The materials he consulted provide some insight
into his motivations and assist in developing a new approach to interpreting the work.

In his footnotes, Irving refers several times to The Manners and Customs of the Modern
Egyptians (1836) by the British Orientalist William Edward Lane (1801 —76). As an example

of this influence, there is an interesting passage about Islamic funerals:

[Olne of the funeral rites of the Moslems is for the Mulakken or priest to address the
deceased, when in the grave, in the following words: “O servant of God! O son of a
handmaid of God! Know that, at this time, there will come down to thee two angels
commissioned respecting thee and the like of thee; when they say to thee, ‘“Who is thy
Lord?’ answer them, ‘God is my lord,” in truth; and when they ask thee concerning thy
prophet, or the man who hath been sent unto you, say to them, ‘Mahomet is the apostle of
God,” with veracity; and when they ask thee concerning thy religion, say to them, ‘Islamism
is my religion.” And when they ask thee concerning thy book of direction, say to them, ‘The
Koran is my book of direction, and the Moslems are my brothers’; and when they ask thee
concerning thy Kebla, say to them, ‘The Caaba is my Kebla, and I have lived and died in
the assertion that there is no deity but God, and Mahomet is God’s apostle’; and they will
say, ‘Sleep, O servant of God, in the protection of God!’” -see Lane’s Modern Egyptians,
vol.ii.p.338. (Pochmann 176 - 77)

According to Said, The Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians was a pioneering work

in modern Orientalism. Moreover, this book is considered an encyclopedic record of Muslim
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life in Egypt from 1820 — 30 (Orientalism 23). Several passages from Mahomet and his
Successors reveal that Lane’s prejudiced view of Islam was adopted by Irving. For example,
an extract from the last chapter of Volume I, an Appendix called “Of the Islam Faith,” reads,
“What doctrine could have been devised more calculated to hurry forward, in a wild career of
conquest, a set of ignorant and predatory soldiers, than this assurance of booty if they survived,
and paradise if they fell” (Pochmann 213).

In the first several chapters of his book, Irving talks about the faith and rites of Muhammad,
but he provides more details only in the Appendix. Here, he discusses the Six Articles of
Islamic Faith. One of the articles, like the above passage, is based on the belief that fate is
predetermined by Allah. Therefore, when the Prophet’s successors suffered hardships, they
viewed them as their destiny, as determined by Allah. Irving also added the following footnote
to the above passage, “The reader may recollect that a belief in predestination or destiny was
encouraged by Napoleon, and had much influence on his troops” (Pochmann 213). From this
footnote, we can see that Napoleon’s belief in predestination was similar to the Islamic view.
The representation of Islam that Irving attempted to relay to people in the United States in the
nineteenth century was, to some degree, influenced by the colonial rule of Napoleon in the
Middle East. We would like to return to “the Orient” and “Orientalism” in Said’s Orientalism.
Said writes, “Unlike the Americans, the French and the British—less so the Germans,
Russians, Spanish, Portuguese, and Swiss—have had a long tradition of what I shall be calling
Orientalism, a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on the Orient’s special
place in European Western experience” (1). It can be understood from the above quotation
that “the Orient” described by Said does not include the Orient as understood by Americans.
Hence the following quotation beneath it, “Americans will not feel quite the same about the
Orient, which for them is much more likely to be associated very differently with the Far East
(China and Japan, mainly)” (1). In this sense, Irving embodies “the American understanding
of the Orient” in Mahomet and his Successors (Said 2). From this angle, Said’s Orientalism is
a limited work whose argument does not involve American Orientalism. This perspective will

conflict with our conclusion.
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3. The Viewpoint of “higher criticism”

“Higher criticism,” also known as “historical criticism,” is used in contrast to “lower
criticism.” Lower criticism tried to reveal corruptions, glosses, redactions, insertions,
conflations, misplacement, and misunderstandings. According to Northrop Frye’s Anatomy
of Criticism (1957), “lower” means analytic. In contrast, “higher criticism is a synthesizing
process which would start with the assumption that the Bible is a definitive myth” (315). The
following explanation of “higher criticism” is proper from another viewpoint, “What called
the ‘higher criticism” attempts to determine the date, authorship, integrity, and character of the
various books of the Bible. The term distinguishes it from ‘lower’ or textual criticism, which is
concerned to recover the authentic text of these documents™ (Wells 1). In other words, higher
criticism explores the origins and motivations of ancient texts.

Muhammad Husayn Haykal offers a precedent study of Mahomet and his Successors. He
writes, “Washington Irving, one of the greatest writers the United States of America produced
in the nineteenth century, is a real credit to his people. He has written a biography of the Arab
Prophet in which the material is presented in an eloquent and captivating manner” (540).
Needless to say, this “biography of the Arab Prophet” is Mahomet and his Successors. As
described above, this work was greatly influenced by the views of the Middle East in Victorian
England, derived from Lane. For example, Lane’s The Manners and Customs of the Modern
Egyptians mirrored society’s mounting concerns over the Oriental world. The publication
of Lane’s Description de I’Egypte (1809 — 28) was the result of collecting various materials
Napoleon had carried back to France from a scientific expedition in Egypt. Lane had access to
these materials. Furthermore, Lane’s other works included a more accurate translation of The
Thousand and One Nights (1838 - 41) than that of Richard Francis Burton (1821 -90).’

Lane visited Egypt twice and lived in Cairo, researching the daily lives of its people. As
noted, Lane was a well-known and respected Orientalist at the time, while Irving wanted to
rigorously support his account and descriptions in the novel through references to Lane’s
encyclopedic The Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians. Though Irving was not an
expert in the field of Islamic studies, he obtained a sense of local knowledge, which his novel
conveys through detailed descriptions from Lane; this lends a sort of realism to the novel,

similar to a historical novel. According to Raymond Williams, we can understand a certain
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notion of realism as follows:

Realism was a new word in C19. It was used in French from the 1830s and in English
from the 1850s. It developed four distinguishable meanings: (i) as a term to describe,
historically, the doctrines of Realists as opposed to those of Nominalists, (ii) as a term
to describe new doctrines of the physical world as independent of mind and spirit, in this
sense sometimes interchangeable with NATURALISM or MATERIALISM; (iii) as a
description of facing up to things as they really are, and not as we imagine or would like
them to be—"‘let us replace sentimentalism by realism, and dare to uncover those simple
and terrible laws which, be they seen or unseen, pervade and govern’; (iv) as a term to
describe a method or an attitude in art and literature—at first an exceptional accuracy of
representation, later a commitment to describing real events and showing things as they

actually exist. (259)

The following quotation reflects the importance of meaning (iii), “the use [of ‘realism’] has
come through as ‘facing facts’, as in the characteristic new mC19 adjective realistic” (259).
“Realism,” in literary use, depicts aspects of everyday life and the attempt to achieve accuracy;
this term was used most frequently in the nineteenth century (Beckson 225). In this respect, the
mixing of history, legend, fact, and fable, found in Mahomet and his Successors, leans toward
“realism.”

Given this perspective, “realist” novels originating in the United States during this period may
not necessarily be as colonial or imperialistic as British novels. In another respect, Mahomet
and his Successors was written in a period of transition from romanticism to “realism,” *
as “realism” developed during the nineteenth century as a reaction to romanticism.” “Free
of Romantic subjectivity, realistic writing emphasizes truthfulness of detail,” Karl Beckson
and Arthur Ganz write in their dictionary of literary terms (225). Shifting to Richard Chase’s
“Novel vs. Romance,” he writes, “Doubtless the main difference between the novel and the
romance is in the way in which they view reality” (12). The novel “renders reality closely and
in comprehensive detail. It takes a group of people and sets them going about the business of

life,” while the romance “feels free to render reality in less volume and detail,” and is “less
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committed to the immediate rendition of reality than the novel, the romance will more freely
veer toward mythic, allegorical, and symbolistic forms” (13). On the realist novel as a work
of the nineteenth century, Chase puts forth the examination that “Doubtless this is what Lionel
Trilling has in mind when he says that greatness of Huckleberry Finn lies in ‘its power of
telling the truth” and what T. S. Eliot means when he praises Huck’s “vision’ of the real world”
(142 - 43). Additionally, according to The Oxford English Dictionary, “realism” is “the view
that the physical world has independent reality, and is not ultimately reducible to universal
mind or spirit,” while it defines “realistic” as “representing things as they really are.”

As pointed out by the first type of criticism listed in Section One, it is true that Mahomet and
his Successors has an element of the romantic, but Irving also includes meticulous descriptions
of the “Old World” homeland, an ancestry shared with Americans. Therefore, in style, it may be
considered a historical novel, as mentioned earlier. In addition to the picturesque exaggerations,
the meticulous descriptions gratify Irving’s desire for romantic place. Thus, there is also a sense
in which it fuses legends and historical events.

In addition to citing Lane, Irving bolstered the novel’s factual basis through references to
John Lewis Burckhardt (1784 — 1817). Burckhardt’s works includes a collection of Arabic
proverbs, an account of his travels in Nubia, and his detailed but elegant Notes on the Bedouins
and Wahabys (1831), his most ambitious work, which represents a genuine attempt to portray
contemporary Bedouin societies rather than an imagined past.

To develop the concept of a historical novel, I argue that Irving adopted a form between
biography and chronicle. According to The Oxford English Dictionary, “biography” refers
to “the history of the lives of individual men”; a “chronicle” is “a detailed and continuous
register of events in order of time.” Given these definitions, Mahomet and his Successors is a
special form that straddles both genres. This view leads to a form of biography that “attempts
to re-create the inner life of its subject” and chronicle “the intimacy which grew up between
experience and invention” in the nineteenth century (Karl 23; Fowler 24).

Incidentally, along with this transition to “realism,” the term “Orientalism” began to be used
in the 1830s and was popularized in the latter half of the nineteenth century. This word at first
meant “Oriental studies,” or just “interest in and concerns for the East.” In nineteenth century

England, “the Orient” also meant the regions described by the Bible. It is thought that Irving
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wrote Mahomet and his Successors in this context. The following quotation is effective at

demonstrating this point:

Irving seems to have undertaken his first casual study of the history and religious of the
Near East at almost the very moment when, through and by the example of the German
Romantic historians and philosophers, Islamic and Koranic scholarship, began to assume
both a discipline and a critical responsibility of its own, when, that is, Mahomet and his
creed could at last be studied and judged as something more than evidences of God’s

punishment of Christian heresies and the mutability of human history. (Pochmann 520)

Irving also uses George Sale’s (1697 — 1736) translation of The Koran (1734) in his footnotes.
Sale’s translation was the standard resource on the sacred book of Islam and the religion itself.
In Mahomet and his Successors, Irving quotes the eighth chapter of The Koran, “And call to
mind how the unbelievers plotted against thee, that they might either detain thee in bonds; or
put thee to death, or expel thee the city; but God laid a plot against them; and God is the best
layer of plots” (75).

Here, I would like to mention the background of “higher criticism,” of which the following
quotation reveals one feature, “Spinoza himself in the Tractatus Theologico-politicus, a
seminal book in the development of the higher criticism, had dismissed the claim to inspiration
as a piece of characteristically Oriental hyperbole, and the denigration of Christianity through
its equation with the other Oriental religions became a favourite tactic of the Enlightenment”
(Shaffer 20). Here, we are able to see the relation between “higher criticism” and Germany.

The “higher criticism” of the nineteenth century confronted the problem of how to interpret
supernaturalism in the Bible. Regarding “higher criticism” and Germany, I would like to
consider George Eliot (1819 - 80), who is often used as an example of an English realist author
of the nineteenth century, and was influenced by “higher criticism.” She also translated David
Friedrich Strauss’s (1808 - 74) Vie de Jesus ou Examen Critique de son Historie (1835 - 6),
which was representative of German “higher criticism.” In this work, the supernatural elements
of the Bible are treated as a myth.° By 1864, the book had twenty editions.

In fact, Irving went to Germany in 1822. Hedges writes: “With Crayon beginning to feel
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pinched for English subjects, Irving, a half-convert—in the standard view—to the new faith of
romanticism, had dutifully gone to Germany in 1822 to replenish his muse at a pure source”
(19D).

Moreover, the following quotation is enlightening:

Today Irving’s backing off from Germany in his fiction has become a mark of his
comparative unromanticalness. True, he may have read widely first and last in Schiller,
Goethe, Jean Paul, Tieck, and lesser German romantics, and undoubtedly the “Marchen
world” had “laid powerfully hold” of his “imagination.” But (so the argument runs) his
work finally lacks “the wild extravagance” of Hoffmann; or, “one cannot feel that Irving”

in his lighter fantasies is “sincerely romantic.” (Hedges 192)

Thus, it is conceivable that in the middle of 1850s Irving constructed and synthesized a
historical novel about Islam that combines chronology and biography. He did this by combining
parts of a person’s life and historical events, either confirming or inventing them. In so doing,

he would have been influenced and informed by the time’s “higher criticism.”

4. Previous Criticism and Thackeray’s *hero”

To consider how Islam was represented in relation to European colonial rule in the Middle
East at the time, I now turn to Thackeray’s Vanity Fair.’

Thomas Carey and E. D. Gilbert offer precedent studies in their critical commentaries on this

work:

1. Plot: The plot appears complex because of the multitude of characters, and because
their stated motives are seldom the true ones.

2. Setting: The setting, so far as physical place is concerned, moves from London to
Brighton, and to the Continent, including Paris, Rome, Brussels, and “Pumpernickel,”
a small German principality.

3. Symbolism: Amelia’s giving up Georgy is compared to Hannah’s giving up Samuel.

In the first Book of Samuel, Hannah gives up her son to the Lord. In Vanity Fair,
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Amelia, though she is not of Vanity Fair, surrenders her son to the advantages that
money and position can provide. The symbolism here may be ironic.

4. Satire: Thrall and Hibbard, in the section on satire in their Handbook, refer to
Thackeray as one of the “later satirists,” along with Byron, following in the great
tradition of the “golden age of satire” characterized by the writings of Dryden, Swift,
Addison, Steele, Pope, and Fielding. Thackeray as a satirist, then, should not be
overlooked even in a cursory review of Vanity Fair. (Carey 50 —57)

5. Held in low esteem: Vanity Fair is held in low esteem by some modern critics. The
book has been attacked for its technique and form, and also for Thackeray’s moral
vision (or lack thereof ). In both cases it has been dismissed with that most terrible of
all epithets—old-fashioned.

6. Dramatic vs. Panoramic: The novel is not dramatic, that is, it does not present its
ideas and themes directly in terms of characters’ actions or through the consciousness
of some central character, but instead narrates them, talks about them, explains what
is going on from the author’s point of view. In short, what these critics object to most
is that in the so-called “panoramic” Vanity Fair, it is the consciousness of the author
rather than the consciousness of the characters that is communicated.

7. F.R. Leavis: Professor F. R. Leavis made one of the harshest attacks on Vanity Fair in
his famous critical book, The Great Tradition. 1t is an attack—by a noted Jamesian—
peculiar both for its vehemence and its incoherence, and is worth quoting in some
detail. Thackeray, according to Leavis, “has (apart from some social history) nothing
to offer the reader whose demand goes beyond the ‘creation of character’ and so on.
His attitudes, and the essential substance of interest, are so limited that (though, of
course, he provides incident and plot) for the reader it is merely a matter of going
on and on; nothing has been done by the close to justify the space taken—except, of

course, that time has been killed.” (Gilbert 96 —99)

To illustrate Carey’s fourth point, this satirical novel portrays the upper-middle class of the
Victorian Age by comparing the humble but clever Becky Sharp to the spoiled Amelia Sedley,

who make up part of “the multitude of characters™ described in point one (Drabble and Stringer

- 105 -



Kenji Toyama

606 — 7; Carey 50). Moreover, it is true that “Thackeray’s moral vision (or lack of it) ” from
point five is seen in Vanity Fair, but the “panoramic” view of the author described in point six
produces the strain essential to the work’s comedy. This strain is seen in the contrast between
Becky and Amelia, or between the upper and lower classes, and is conveyed through sequential
scenes (Gilbert 96; Gilbert 98). These scenes constitute a “panoramic” effect, secured when the
viewpoint later changes. The focus spreads and the stage becomes the whole of Europe and the
Middle East at the time of The Battle of Waterloo. In fact, it is not until we have this complete
“panoramic” view that we can read “the setting so far as physical place is concerned,” as
described in point two (Carey 51).

I would like to emphasize the importance of setting in this novel, as mentioned in point
two. This also relates to the problem of Thackeray’s attempt “to justify the space taken” in
point seven (Gilbert 99). For example, Amelia, who “is not of Vanity Fair,” is connected to
the Bible, from which Thackeray draws symbolism, as told by point three (Carey 55). Based
on this reading, Thackeray may hope that one of the settings of Vanity Fair is understood as a
“physical place” reflecting Biblical tales (Carey 51).

When considering the novel’s time period, an interpretation becomes evident. From its first
chapter, we know that it is set in 1812 — 13 and 1832, which means that it starts at about the
time of Napoleon’s decline. Furthermore, the characters in the novel are closely associated
with The Battle of Waterloo—many of them fought there—and the political and military

developments of the time. The following quotation from E. Beresford Chancellor is illustrative:

In the first sentence of “Vanity Fair,” we are informed of the period during which the
action of the story takes place. It was “while the present (i.e., the nineteenth) century was
in its teens,” that Mr. Sedley’s carriage drove up to the great iron gate of Miss Pinkerton’s
academy for young ladies (identified with Walpole House) on Chiswick Mall; and half
way through the book George Osborne lies dead on the field of Waterloo. (81)

Vanity Fair was initially published in monthly installments with a cover illustration for each,
beginning in 1847. The original subtitle was “Pen and Pencil Sketches of English Society.” The

first cover had an illustration of a jester with donkey ears preaching from a tub, making fun of
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Napoleon, to an audience that also has donkey ears. In the background, there is the statue of
the Duke of Wellington, upside-down on its pillar in Waterloo Place. It can safely be said that
Thackeray is satirizing Wellington’s victory at Waterloo. In 1848, the work was published as a

full novel and given a new subtitle: “A Novel without a Hero.” Geoffrey Tillotson observes:

In his Second Funeral of Napoleon Thackeray had given a brilliant account of the
ceremonies in Paris, which the times objected to as irreverent, and to which Thackeray
replied: ‘O, you thundering old Times! Napoleon’s funeral was a humbug, and your
constant reader said so. The people engaged in it were humbugs, and this your Michael
Angelo hinted at. There may be irreverence in this, and the process of humbug-hunting
may end rather awkwardly for some people.’ It is significant that the sub-title of Vanity
Fair is ‘A Novel without a Hero” and when he himself writes a historical novel in Esmond

he produced what Trollope hailed as ‘the first truthful historical novel’. (737)

According to convention, Vanity Fair ought to have treated the soldiers who fought against
Napoleon as heroes. However, it depicts British society at the beginning of the nineteenth
century as not having heroes.

Becky, a social climber, is illustrative of this theme. Chapter 51 of Vanity Fair begins, “After
Becky’s appearance at my Lord Steyne’s private and select parties the claims of that estimable
woman as regards fashion, were settled” (500). However, Shaw points out “in this section
of the novel, Becky’s social success comes to an abrupt, dramatic end, and that Thackeray
presents her sudden downfall with great skill” (37). In short, Chapter 51 depicts Becky’s life of
success become one of failure.

Let us look at another quotation from Chapter 51:

As people of her time abused Becky, and I warn the public against believing one-tenth of
the stories against her. If every person is to be banished from society who runs into debt
and cannot pay—if we are to be peering into everybody’s private life, speculating upon
their income, and cutting them if we don’t approve of their expenditure—why, what a

howling wilderness and intolerable dwelling Vanity Fair would be. Every man’s hand
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would be against his neighbour in this case, my dear Sir, and the benefits of civilisation
would be done away with. We should be quarrelling, abusing, avoiding one another. Our
houses would become caverns: and we should go in rags because we cared for nobody.

Rents would go down. Parties wouldn’t be given any more. (507)

In this chapter, the narrator claims that if everyone in a position similar to Becky’s were
ostracized, nobody would live in Vanity Fair anymore. And at any parties that do happen in

Vanity Fair, the attendees’ values might reflect the following:

Young Bedwin Sands, then an elegant dandy and Eastern traveller, was manager of
the revels. An Eastern traveller was somebody in those days, and the adventures Bedwin,
who had published his quarto, and passed some months under the tents in the desert,
was a personage of no small importance.—In his volume there were several pictures
of Sands in various oriental costumes; and he travelled about with a black attendant of
most unprepossessing appearance, just like another Brian de Bois Guilbert. Bedwin, his
costumes, and black man, were hailed at Gaunt House as very valuable acquisitions.

He led off the first charade. A Turkish officer with an immense plume of feathers (the
Janizzaries were supposed to be still in existence, and the tarboosh had not yet displaced
the ancient and majestic head-dress of the true believers) was seen couched on a divan,
and making believe to puff at a narghile, in which, however, for the sake of the ladies, only

a fragrant pastille was allowed to smoke. (508 - 9)

The notable thing here is that “Eastern travellers” appear in Vanity Fair, and in comparison
to Brian de Bois Guibert, “the villain of Scott’s novel Ivanhoe, who brings back a black servant
to England from the Holy Land” (Jeffares 38). According to The Oxford English Dictionary,
“tarboosh” is “a cap of cloth or felt (almost always red) with a tassel (usually of blue silk)
attached at the top, worn by Muslims either by itself or as part of the turban.”

Thackeray’s attention to customs and attire, as demonstrated in the above passage, reflects

his interest in the secular world. Qualls observes as follows:
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Isolation is the natural condition of Thackeray’s Major Dobbin, and of his Everyman.
The battles and the pilgrimages, the orphans and the prisons, are the stock devices of his
fictions as they are of the fictions of his fellow Victorians. But for Thackeray these images
do not call up remembrances of God’s grace or man’s goodness. They reflect Vanity
Fair, not sacred romance. They are mirrors of reality, not emblems speaking sub specie

aeternitatis. (192)

I believe realist authors’ interest in worldly life is a tendency toward secularization, in that they
address the temporal world as opposed to the loftier themes of romanticism. Likewise, modern
science handles only the visible (observable) phenomenon that make up “reality.” Tillotson

observes as follows:

Thackeray was prominently on the side of such realists, believing that a novelist writes,
as a scientist does, about what he has found for himself, his imagination existing to
create a world as nearly indistinguishable from the actual one as possible. In his preface
to Pendennis he made his prime principle clear: ‘this person writing strives to tell the
truth. If there is not that, there is nothing.” The compliment Thackeray must have prized
most comes quietly in a review of Vanity Fair by Forster: the personages of the novel
‘are drawn from actual life, not from books and fancy’. It was the compliment paid to the
great scientists, who, like Thackeray, ignored books and fancy except as things to confirm,

modify, or contradict from their own experience of men and things. (735)

Thackeray described London as a geographical phenomenon in order to grasp the intention of
worldly life. This interest may be reflected by “higher criticism” and the period of transition
from romanticism to “realism.” This shift evident in Thackeray’s attempts to realistically
represent Islam by actually visiting the region.

The East or Islamic world is one of the sights to be seen by the people of London in Vanity
Fair, where heroes do not exist. When Becky becomes a vagabond in Europe and the Middle
East, she is happy and “a Bohemian quality in her nature enables her to accept rebuffs and to raise

from apparent defeat. After reaching the high-water mark of social success she confesses that it
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would have been more fun to wear spangles and trousers and to dance at a fair” (Brook 22).

On this basis, I would like to push forward an argument. Chapter 64, entitled “A Vagabond
Chapter,” is defined by the character Becky standing on a cliff overlooking the ocean,
mockingly posing like Napoleon, as seen in the adjoining illustration. From this, we can see
that there are no Napoleonic heroes in the book, reflecting Napoleon’s defeat. By satirizing
Napoleon and the Napoleonic War, Thackeray challenges the concept of a national hero. John
Sutherland observes as follows, “In surviving letters of 1845 - 6, however, Thackeray refers to
the embryonic novel as his “Novel without a hero,” a title which suggests a sharper conception
of the work as anti-Carlylean in purpose (Carlyle’s On Heroes and Hero-worship and the
Heroic in History had come out in 1840) ” (3).

In contrast, Thomas Carlyle (1795 — 1881)’s On Heroes, Hero-worship, and the Heroic in
History focuses on the concept of the hero; he argues that only the truly great make history, and
that by this definition, unlike Wellington and Napoleon, the Prophet Muhammad was a hero.
In this view, the Victorian Age was influenced by an interpretation of Muhammad as a sincere
figure.

In Vanity Fair, Becky’s life struggle begins when she starts looking for a husband. She sets
her sights on Amelia’s older brother, Joseph Sedley. Joseph was previously working for the East
India Company, but a liver problem forced him to return to England where he went on to live
a leisurely life. Becky initially fails to win Joseph’s love, but in the end, succeeds. The book
also describes Becky’s journey in “the Orient” as such: “As the most hardened Arab that ever
careered across the desert over the hump of a dromedary likes to repose sometimes under the
date-trees by the water; or to come into the cities, walk into the bazaars, refresh himself in the
baths, and say his prayers in the mosques, before he goes out again marauding, so Jos’s tents
and pilau were pleasant to this little Ishmaelite” (672 — 3). “Jos” refers to Joseph, however,
the location described in this passage is not clear. “Pilau” is a spicy Oriental dish of rice and
meat. “Ishmaelite” indicates lineage from Ishmael, who was the son of Abraham and Hagar.
Muhammad was a direct descendant of Ishmael. Becky, in the end, does not make Joseph her
husband, but if Joseph were the hero that Becky was looking for, then Joseph’s situation closely
reflects that of the ancestors of Muhammad. In this sense, she may be a heroine instead of the

hero for whom she looks. Because she leads men by the nose and becomes happy. Like her last
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name, “Sharp,” suggests, she resembles a “sharper,” which is a con-artist or swindler.

Said’s Culture and Imperialism (1994) concerns literary allusions to specific locations;
referring to allusions to India in Vanity Fair, he states that “none is anything more than
incidental to the changes in Becky’s fortunes, or in Dobbin’s, Joseph’s, and Amelia’s positions”
(76). This passage suggests that Islamic representations in Vanity Fair are merely in the form
of Eastern culture and exotic locations, both of which are used as the means to develop the
characters and plot.

Returning to London, the city’s locales are described in detail. Critics consider the specific
descriptions of England to be accurate, comparable to those of Dickens. If the geographical
“realism” of this time overlapped with imperialism, as can be gathered from the fact that
Napoleon sent a scientific investigation to Egypt as recorded in Description de I’ Egypte, then
the ability of a culture to understand and depict a particular part of the world is reflected in
Vanity Fair. As Said observes, imperialism is “one central estate validating the economically
supportive role of the peripheral other” (Culture 79). Therefore, it is not surprising that one
part of Vanity Fair is set in India, a British colony rather than a fictional country. As Said
also observes, “novelists aligned the holding of power and privilege abroad with comparable
activities at home” (Culture 76).

Regarding geographic “realism,” in the top right-hand corner of the illustration of the
showman on the cover of Vanity Fair is the “Great Wellington Statue.” From this, we can
conclude that the place depicted on the cover is Hyde Park in London, where the statue was
originally located. This depiction of Hyde Park suggests that London is the key stage for this
novel. However, “Great Wellington,” who should be a hero, becomes irrelevant because a
change was made to the cover, and the subtitle became “A Novel without a Hero.” Regardless
of these changes, Vanity Fair still centers on life in London.

Regarding the major differences between Irving and Thackeray, it should be noted that
Thackeray actually visited Islamic countries, whereas Irving relied on descriptions from
other texts. Irving traveled to the UK in 1829, but returned to the United States in 1832.
Subsequently, except for the four years when Irving resided in Madrid until his death in 1859,
he lived in the United States and produced many works based on American subjects, using

American sources for his works. On the other hand, Thackeray, before he wrote Vanity Fair,
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was the author of Notes of a Journey from Cornhill to Grand Cairo (1840), a diary of his
travels in the Middle East. His descriptions of the Islamic world are reflected in Vanity Fair.
In her introduction to Thackeray’s Notes of a Journey, Sarah Searight describes the author’s

approach as follows:

In general, Thackeray saw the world in the same light as ordinary people; this is the great
appeal of his no-nonsense attitude to the “East,” avoiding both the hushed reverence which
characterized so much contemporary literature about the area, and the minutiae of guide
books which were to weigh down the luggage of those who followed in growing numbers
in Thackeray’s footsteps. His was a distinctive and unconventional talent, admirably suited
to both the exoticism of oriental life and the mundanities by which the outsider survives
the exoticism. His success confirmed Thackeray in his literary vocation, leading to the full

maturity of his talent in his next full-length book, Vanity Fair. (19)

For Thackeray, Islamic religions were “the Orient,” and they were difficult to describe with
geographical accuracy, unlike London, a “vanity fair” symbolizing the world of vain pleasures,

much like the fair described in John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim s Progress (1678).

5. Conclusion

Said describes “imaginative geography” in Orientalism as follows:

Imaginative geography, from the vivid portraits to be found in the /nferno to the prosaic
niches of d’Herbelot’s Bibliotheque orientale, legitimates a vocabulary, a universe of
representative discourse peculiar to the discussion and understanding of Islam and of the
Orient. What this discourse considers to be a fact—that Mohammed is an imposter, for
example—is a component of the discourse, a statement the discourse compels one to make

whenever the name Mohammed occurs. (71)

Here, Islam is the archetype of the outsider, and Europe has defiled Muhammad.

Second, in Chapter 2, “Orientalist Structures and Restructures, V. Pilgrims and Pilgrimages,
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British and French,” Said describes how all pilgrimages to the Orient passed through, or had
to pass through, Biblical lands. From one end of the nineteenth century to the other—before
and after Napoleon—the Orient was a place of pilgrimage. The Orient is the subject and source
of ideals and dreams. Said’s aim is to reveal British ideas and representations of “the Orient,”
which were influenced by nineteenth century British colonialism.

Said also examines French ideas of “the Orient.” For the French, the Orient was not the
subject of an administration, but a place of individual pilgrimage. However, many French
critics and writers read and cited Lane’s Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians. As
Said notes, “Orientalism is after all a system for citing works and authors” (Orientalism 23).
Lane’s Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians was read and cited by such diverse figures
as Gérard de Nerval (1808 —55), Gustave Flaubert (1821 —80), and Burton (Orientalism 23).
Therefore, from both colonial and literary/historical perspectives, Orientalism has reinforced
Western dominance of the East.

However, Said’s Orientalism focused on the Orientalism of the British and the French,
and paid little attention to American Orientalism. One point he does discuss, however, is that
America produced the ideology of “Manifest Destiny” in the first half of the nineteenth century.
In Culture and Imperialism, Said describes this motto as an “errand into the wildness” in the

following terms:

There is also a dense body of American writing, contemporary with this British and
French work, which shows a peculiarly acute imperial cast, even though paradoxically
its ferocious anti-colonialism, directed at the Old World, is central to it. One thinks,
for example, of the Puritan “errand into the wildness” and, later, of that extraordinary
obsessive concern in Cooper, Twain, Melville, and others with United States expansion
westward, along with the wholesale colonization and destruction of native American life.

(23)

However, the idea of “Manifest Destiny” was not confined to westward expansion; this idea
spread abroad. In the early nineteenth century, Americans were engaged in conflicts with the

Islamic world. For example, there were negotiations with Algiers between 1785 and 1815,
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there occurred the Tripolitan War of 1801 -5, and America supported the Greeks during their
War of Independence in 1821 — 2. In these situations, the Islamic Orient was regarded as a land
of despotism and the politics of the non-secular Muslim world were perceived as inherently
violent.

However, it is important to note that this movement was not always the same kind of
colonialism or imperialism like that pursued by Victorian England in the nineteenth century. As
Obenzinger argues in American Palestine: Melville, Twvain, and the Holy Land Mania, some
believers of “Manifest Destiny,” advocated in works such as Mark Twain’s Tom Sawyer Abroad
(1894), linked American global expansion to religion. He writes, “Here the notion that the
West had a duty to bring the primitive East progress in the form of good government and the
hardware of high civilization was melded to the proselytizing zeal of the Protestant Christian
missionary. Islamic representations in Herman Melville (1819 -~ 91)’s poem Clarel: A Poem
and Pilgrimage in the Holy Land (1876) present important issues in American literature, as do
the works of Mark Twain (1835 — 1910), which describe Islamic representations drawn from
his travels in the East. Americans also felt this zeal and went abroad to bring the “world of God
to the heathen” (2). Therefore, the movement of Americans abroad made the Orient into the
pagan subject of Christianization and enlightenment in the early nineteenth century.

When considering both the British and American colonialism of the time, it is clear that,
albeit for different reasons and in different ways, Orientalism is prevalent in both Irving’s
Mahomet and his Successors and Thackeray’s Vanity Fair. Despite this commonality, both
authors relied on different sources on which to base their representations of Islam, although

each work represents a turn toward “realism.”

Notes

1. See, for example, Basil Willy, Nineteenth-Century Studies: Coleridge to Matthew Arnold.
According to Eickelman, “Bernard Lewis [had] written that one reason for this was a
Jewish sympathy with Islam” (27). I will investigate this point in another paper.

2. “Muhammad” is an Arabic name, while “Mahomet” is the European version derived from

Latin. According to Said, “[I]t was assumed—quite incorrectly—that Mohammed was to
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Islam as Christ was to Christianity. Hence the polemic name ‘Mohammedanism’ given to
Islam, and the automatic epithet ‘imposer’ applied to Mohammed” (Orientalism 60).
Burton was a British explorer, an anthropologist, writer, linguist, translator, military
officer, and diplomat. He was posthumously known for his translation of Arabian Nights
(The Thousand Nights and a Night). Along with John Hanning Speke (1827 - 64), Burton
discovered Lake Tanganyika in 1858, and believed that it was the source of the Nile in
East Africa. Speke, however, continued to look for the source, and after many hardships,
finally discovered Lake Victoria. Refer to Thomas, J. Assad (13 -7).

After publishing Lyrical Ballads (1798), Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772 — 1834) and
William Wordsworth (1770 — 1850) became pioneers of romanticism. “[T]he most
significant expression of a Romantic commitment to emotion occurs in Wordsworth’s
preface to the second edition of Lyrical Ballads (1800)” (Beckson 239). At the same time,
Coleridge is said to have contributed to introducing a type of “higher criticism” into the
UK (Willy 39).

Charles George Gordon (1833 — 1885) is an example of a person searching for “the
romantic Orient” of the Bible. A famous British officer killed in action in Khartoum,
Sudan, Gordon was convinced that “all truth was to be found” in the Bible. According to
Lytton Strachey’s Eminent Victorians, “He was engaged in elucidating four questions—
the site of the Crucifixion, the line of division between the tribes of Benjamin and Judah,
the identification of Gibeon, and the position of the Garden of Eden. He was also, he
would add, most anxious to discover the spot where the Ark first touched ground, after
the subsidence of the Flood: he believed, indeed, that he had solved that problem, as a
reference to some passages in the book which he was carrying would show” (189).

A similar problem occurred in France with regard to Ernest Renan (1823 -92)’s La Vie de
Jésus (1863).

At a glance, Thackeray seems to have nothing to do with Irving, other than being writers
of the same period; however, we should take note of the following description: “Sunnyside
[Sleepy Hollow cottage] had become a sort of obligatory shrine for Americans who
admired his [Irving’s] work and for literary visitors from abroad. Thackeray visited the

house and commented rather loftily later on ‘a funny little in-and-out cottage...little bits
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of small parlours...a little study...old dogs trotting about the premises...flocks of ducks
sailing on the pond...”” (Johnston 353).

8. Southerland describes Vanity Fair, “The allusion is, of course, to Bunyan’s Pilgrims
Progress (1678) in which the town Vanity has a year-round fair where all that is there

sold, or that cometh thither, is vanity” (3).
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