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Essential Elements of Scientific Inquiry Skills in Early Childhood and Instructional Approaches on
Child’s Developmental Aspect “Environment”: Suggested by Head Start Early Learning Outcomes

Framework

EE (Abstract)

ARTIE, KEANY RAZ—b « a7 LB 2EEOTL—LT—=7D5 5,
I TRIAIIHERS ) PO HEREICEH U, S TERED) Zdi & U7ciRB o T
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A —r-Tar I L LR BNy RAZ—FE92) WFET %, Ny FAZ— .
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HI TR GEERZ N ENTEEROBERENT — AL T 5 &5t L k> TV
Do BAtHELR, BNy RAX—FDONRTHZ 0~ 2 K, Ny FAZ— DX
RTH2 3. 4BITH LT, ZNZTNEE. KE,. REZREOT—E X 2T 513,
BT 2H8ELIT> TS (FFA, 2015), N FAZ— FOIMRICDOWTIIHRAL ik
MDD, ARZ (2015) DEIEOEITINZ X L HTWB K ST, FHIANZE R TIER
MEh -l T 5MENDHZ ). MRO Ry 779 FRE KO EHNEHMATIE—
ERRERNRNRD END L OREEH %,

ZDIEH, Ny FAX— FOBURPHEIC OV TIE, A (2015) AZ (2015) FFiC
FLSIRNENTWE S, TELZBRENTV, AT, SIHHOREEEF DD
F7ZWEtd B2 Ny FAZ— MCBT 5 BARNGEE BESPHNRICHERAZ Y TSN\

RAZ—FTiE, fEEND 5 E TOMICETOTFELBICHICDIF TN AFIL,
HEFE, HIERZ X &7z [Ny FAZ— MBI 39 MHOAEITHGENS RO T L—
I —7% (Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework: HSELOF LU N Ci. ELOF &5
7). (U.S. DHHS, ACF Office of Head Start, 2015) WAKEN T %, ELOF Tid, v
RAZ—+ O35 ERZ 0~ 2% (0~ 36 7 H) =LV (Infant/Toddler), ~\w K
AZ—bONGREIED 3~ 4% (36 7 H~ 60 7 H) Zit* 2%l (Preschoolers) &
LT, ZNZTNORHOKD O £TIic, EDX S &M (Domain) T, ED X5 KHE
(Goal) D& &I, ED XS EEMEZ AT (Developmental Progressions), & DX 9 7xfg
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36 ¥ HETIcBENT TR8AI OBENAN—ZE LT, 36 ~ 60 7 H ORHIC THCEEN
W] DRENBAIEDFSENTVS
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_ HBAD HRE -
wwRe L5070 e
e EEAD e -
A (mHA 7 O—F SR FE

(U.S. DHHS, ACF Office of Head Start, 2015: p.7, Fig.2 ZEE DR LzED,)
AR U7e & 51c, AR TRFHCHANRARR N OFRICERZETTwa T b, C
T T TRPEIIHERR ) OREEICH > C. ELOF O BKINE T L— LT — 7 2 R THiz\,
RIS | BT, U e UC, TRIZERIERZE ) B XU TR & TR e
Foh, zhEthk2, £3DKSICTL—LT—IHRENTVS
#£20XHIc, IS TRZEEEZE (Scientific Inquiry) | Tld., Bl 2% 3 DO HE
MLTHNT VD, 1 DHOHKER, [FELIBIZRELES Wik, WHE. &%, &
FUHERE) ZBIRLTHATS 2L THD, TOHBRCHLTIE, 60 r HETIC, fu
EIEF T, A 2R T 2 7 DIC RIS A EOBIER Y — )V 2l TE 2 K51k 3 C
ER. HRVARNEETIVTRBTES X SICRZ2 TR ENEERELELTHRESNTY
%o 2DHOHRE, [T ELMRANZRE[CNDS ) T THBH, TOHRITHLT
d. 60 7y HXTIC, BT e, PRI B ED, FEIT D Lo R DT Lidz2 Ml
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#&2. ELOFlcHiF2 TRIFAHER) FRIEOY 7R TRIEFMERSE

@ Goal P-SCI 1. FE&IFHBRAIRELRIRS (k, &, £, SLUHRE) 2HELTHATS

FEOTIOLyav

36 B ADS 48 A

ARRAEEST, ¥k, &8,
£, HERELEBERY S,
BELGEREIEFRY T
SBEET B, KADHR—
T, IeEHECEEDRE
IT& 2T, BRATELGRR
HRITY 5,

@ Goal P-5CI2. FELHRFMERFICNDD
REOTOILY 3V

36 ®ANS 48 B A
KADSDETY VIR
R—bhERIFT, BENG
TERERNIBD D, BiL,
KADMESOTWVB LS55
LWZ LIEZRRYERT,

@ Goal P-SCI3. FEHIFBARABELEREZLBELOETS
FEO7/OJLvav
36 B ADS 48 A
BLEREDEMEZBMEICED
WT, &7 IL—FIciEN
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AEY—ILEFERLT, &8
RABEGIRROBALIN A8
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FEEN 2 DDAEICHE
FT<H>TAN, KRADBAT
EBY T, EE50BHBN
S ANSNEDH %
BUWEd,
(U.S. DHHS, ACF Office of Head Start, 2015: pp.62-63 D&k EEEHRLIHD,)

HTEAEXIC%5T L, BIRLILEDZFHAT 2RI ANGENEZELT T L3z
HATE2XIICHRDTENEREEINTVS, 3DHOHENE, [FE & I3BI5nTHERE
REHR UGS S] T Thd, TOEBTHLTIE. 60 7 HETIC, BE, IZhBW,
IREDEHHT LICEM U IO A 20 RERHPERA Y TR EDMNZ DY — )L 7%
HLTETELIZEDTEIENTELLIICERATEMERELEEINTVS, TNHEDRE
WS TRPERIESE ) U 7 RO BRI R BEERE ORFE & LT, BIEERMIED T2 D
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@ Goal P-SCl 4. FELIIBMAERIING, BRELHT, FREUTS
BEOTOT LYY
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RYR—ILENEENER
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REOTOILYY IV
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(U.S. DHHS, ACF Office of Head Start, 2015: pp.64-65 D&RAEZEEHR LIcHD,)
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REINT VD, TNSOFRN S, THEam & Mg 7 50 SRR 75 B EEEE O
FFPEELT, fiREI ELTVWAE T ERRMANTAR 2R 2 CME L aI 2= —
VAV TERELIICEDT EEROTVBHE, ZUT, REBEROHRILZ IHEICHIHT
THEOICHEDBLEZROTVB L RIERT A ENTE S,

DLED X ST, HAROYHERZE EREIC BT Badibic btk LT, ELOF i, X b Bfkiix
HESRIREDNRE SN T WD T NN 5, YRGS, HATIE, HEHTENTELX
INCTE S TeM E D MIC K > THIRDO R Z7Hilid 51 Tldxw, Tld. ELOF iZHAL
SHRAFHI 5152 £ > TR0 EWNnS & RIEZ IV HIDIFTHIEV, ELOF DIFE
HIFE LT, XDEXH GEidibhdH %, 1C2OTL—LTI—=2id, AVF2T L, M. b
BVEF v VAR LUTHHALTIEAESEY, LT, FEEMISHDIE TR
Lz, F72R3TFEEMNY RAZ—HE50VEF UV E—H—FT VIBITT 5D TE
TWERWEHIWIT 2 72DICHNS 2 EHH > Tida57%0, | (U.S. DHHS, ACF Office of
Head Start, 2015 : 8) H< £T%. ELOF I, A LERETITODNS Y RAZX— D
W, ZOREHIEDER R ZFE Lz 0. 2RI TOL T« F AT 5728
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3.2 RMABFERLTZ— FOEE

KETIE. 2013 fFIC K-12 ZEOREZAE 2 a6 2 KRR ERA 2 02— K (L
. NGSS £9°%) HALEN, 2022 4F 2 ABHE, KEHND 20 DMV e am > 87 R
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TIKN/B5 (2013), #ifi (2014). = - &ikG (2017) . bRA 5 XRM St &
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%2> (National Research Council: NRC) MW/AaFE U7z K12 ZEDRZEHBEDT2H D
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The ideas about the basic elements of telling a story of

Daidarabo and Asa-neboyama to children in Kindergarten

EE (Abstract)

In the report written in September 2021 titled “The basic elements of telling a story to chil-
dren in Kindergarten” we isolated 20 basic elements when we write original stories or rewrite
existing stories. In this time we could take basic elements for consideration using the stories
Daidarabo and Asa-neboyama. In this report we used four version of Daidarabo and Asa-
neboyama. These stories are almost the same or similar, but were written by 4 different writers
who each had defferent aims when writing. For example, the first story, Daidarabo no ohanasi,
was written for elementary school students to read by themselves. So, the story is very short
and is almost written like an outline. It has a few conversations, no instances of onomatopeia,
and does not show the character of Daidarabo exactly. Furthermore the fourth story, 4sa-
neboyama-no-hikkoshi was written for someone to read for children. So, this story has many
conversations, many instances of onomatopeia, and shows the kind characteristics of Daidarabo
in many parts of the story.

In this report we considered the 20 basic elements we found last time again, and then iso-

lated 3 additional basic elements.
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Abstract

In recent years, the nature and extent of English language education in primary and
secondary school education in Japan is changing. In its latest prescribed Course of Study,
the Japan Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) has
required English education to begin in primary school (5th year) and has put greater emphasis
on communicative language education at all school levels than ever before. Naturally, these
changes necessitate not only capable Japanese Teachers of English (JTEs) and Assistant
Language Teachers (ALTs), but they also heavily rely on the ability of JTEs and ALTs to
successfully work together in a cooperative and constructive team-teaching environment.

This paper first examines the current situation of English language education in Japan and
the state of English teacher education and the incoming foreign exchange student program at
Tokiwa University. Then, assessing student needs acquired from questionnaires and reflections
from former students, it uses Graves’ Framework for Course Development (Graves, 1996) as
an exercise to propose a new practical academic course to promote and develop skills necessary
for team teaching that incorporates both Japanese students of the English Teacher Education
Course and foreign exchange students who would eventually like to teach English in Japan as
an ALT. Finally, it considers resources and constraints before making general recommendations

for the future.
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1. Introduction

In recent years, the nature and extent of English language education in primary and
secondary school education in Japan is changing. Even after decades of government-mandated
English education for six years in middle school and high school, Japan still struggles to
produce members of society who are competent enough at English communication to be
considered as “competitive” in the global business arena. This is evidenced by Japan’s
consistently low English testing scores. For the better part of the past decade, for example,
Japanese test takers have scored the lowest average score on the speaking section and among
the bottom three lowest average score for the writing section of the TOEFL exam out of 30
countries in Asia (ETS, 2015-2019).

For this reason, there has been renewed calls for improvements to English education so that
curricula put a greater emphasis on communicative language teaching (Miyake, 2019) . Among
other things, this would necessitate English teachers to move away from traditional educational
practices that focus on grammar memorization, passive language skills, and exam preparation,
and instead focus on speaking and opportunities for authentic oral communication. Japanese
English educators need to be able to prepare dynamic and interesting lessons that make use of
English-speaking Assistant Language Teachers, who are assigned to schools throughout the
country. To this end, it is critical that Japanese teachers of English and Assistant Language
Teachers can develop a strong communicative relationship and successfully engage in team-
teaching.

This poses unique challenges—and opportunities—for the institutions of higher education
that are responsible for training the coming generations of English educators in Japan. But how
can universities best navigate the complex web of stakeholder needs, resources, and constraints
to innovate programs that train English teachers to become better at team-teaching? In this
paper, the authors seek to investigate this question and make recommendations by examining a

specific context at Tokiwa University, a small private university in Mito, Japan.
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2. Background
This section aims to first describe the use of ALTs and their place in the Japanese national
education curriculum. It then outlines the history and current situation at Tokiwa University as

it relates to this study’s later proposed practical teaching program and related discussion.

2.1 ALTsin English education in Japan

The term “Assistant Language Teacher” (ALT) (in Japanese: gaikokugo shido joshu)
was first commonly used in Japan in 1987 when the Japanese government started the Japan
Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme. This program, originally founded under the former
Ministry of Home Affairs, looked to promote internationalization of communities across Japan
“by helping to improve foreign language education and developing international exchange
at the community level” (JET Programme, 2019). Now in its 35th year since foundation
and co-operated by three government ministries in coordination with the Council of Local
Authorities for International Relations, the JET Programme annually employs roughly 5,800
participants who are assigned to approximately 1,000 local government organizations in 45
prefectures. While some JET participants are assigned to specialized roles such as Coordinator
for International Relations (CIR) or Sports Exchange Advisors (SEA), more than 90% of JET
participants are assigned as ALTs, whose official duties include “team-teaching and assisting
with classes taught by JTEs” and “assisting in the preparation of teaching materials” (JET
Programme, 2019). Following the introduction of the JET Programme, local municipalities,
boards of education, and dispatch companies have also steadily expanded ALT positions across
the country. According to the Japan Times, as of 2016, JET Programme ALTs only made up a
quarter of the total number of ALTs in Japan (18,484) (McCrostie, 2017).

ALTs are employed from countries around the world, coming from diverse educational
backgrounds and other demographics. The JET Programme alone hired ALTs from 55 countries
in 2019 (JET Programme, 2019). A 2013 nationwide survey of 1807 ALTs conducted by Sophia
University (Sophia University, 2017) found that over 50% of ALTs at all three educational
levels are from the United States and Canada. The same survey also found that in all school
types, over 90% of ALTs have either a TESOL qualification or a 4-year university degree. (Other

noted qualifications included teaching license, CELTA certification, current enrollment in a
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TESOL program, or a postgraduate degree.) Japanese language level varied among ALTs, but
most respondents at all school types self-rated their Japanese level as “intermediate” (39-48%)
followed by “beginner” (22-44%) Additionally, ALTSs reported their primary job duties as “team
teaching” (up to 41%) followed by “a combination of teaching alone and team-teaching” (up
to 33%) (Sophia University, 2017). In this case,“teaching alone” likely indicates that they are
given a task by their JTE to perform alone in the language classroom, as by definition ALTs are

not given free control to solo-teach a class.

2.2 Revisions to the MEXT Course of Study

The Japan Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT)
generally revises its “Courses of Study” for each level of school education (primary school,
middle school, and high school) approximately every ten years. Since the inception of the JET
Programme in 1987, MEXT study guidelines mandated that English education begin in earnest
from the first year of middle school, requiring that pupils attend six full years before finishing
high school. In its most recent revision in 2017, MEXT outlined sweeping changes to English
education for each school level, with formal adoption of the policy mandated from April 2020
for elementary schools and April 2021 for middle schools and high schools. This newly revised
Course of Study better integrates foreign language education throughout the three levels and
emphasizes communication skills more than ever (MEXT, 2018).

English and foreign language education at the primary school level has undergone the most
significant changes. Whereas English instruction at this level was not mandated in previous
Courses of Study, the revised Course of Study sets a nationwide standard of one hour a
week of “foreign language activities” in grades 3 and 4, and two hours a week of “English
as a formal assessed subject” in years 5 and 6, with a primary focus on the development of
intercultural understanding and basic literacy in the former, and development of essential
listening, speaking, and intercultural communication skills in the latter (MEXT, 2018).
Changes to middle school and high school Courses include an increased focus on interaction
and communicative language use in a broader variety of situations than in previous Courses.

To facilitate the effective teaching of these Course of Study goals, MEXT requires that

English teachers perform at a minimum of CEFR B2 level (equivalent to EIKEN level Pre-
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2), and has promoted the hiring and use of native English speaking (or otherwise fluent) ALTs,
even at the primary school level, and recommends team-teaching by JTEs and ALTs at all
levels to most effectively realize the communicative language goals of the new Course of Study

(MEXT, 2018).

2.3 Expectations for JTEs in the revised Course of Study

Naturally, MEXT’s revised Course of Study has resulted in higher expectations for—and
subsequently, has put more pressure on—JTEs than ever before. Primary school teachers
who could until recently get by with only a rudimentary understanding of English are now
responsible for the critical task of laying the foundation on which their students’ future
English study and interactions are based. Not only that, but primary school teachers must also
be competent enough in English and intercultural communication to communicate and plan
lessons with ALTs. Middle school and high school JTEs also face similar high expectations,
with the additional requirement that they basically only use English in the classroom (MEXT,
2014).

These new expectations and pressures for JTEs echo at the post-secondary education level. It
is crucial to the success of MEXT’s revised English education plan that JTEs can competently
carry out their new responsibilities. Thus, universities and other institutions for teacher training
face more pressure than ever before to produce graduates who have a well-rounded and
functional understanding of English and the communicative competence to successfully work
together with ALTs.

To this end, in 2014 MEXT issued its “Recommended Policies for Improving English
Language Teaching.” These policies included enrichment of mock classes and study of
teaching materials to further enhance language abilities required for giving presentations,
holding discussions, and making negotiations in English. The policies additionally emphasize
instruction in intercultural understanding and communication, particularly through promotion

of study abroad (MEXT, 2014).

2.4 History of Tokiwa University’s exchange program

Tokiwa University began its student exchange program in 2004 with two partner universities
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in the United States: California State University, Fresno and California State University,
Northridge. The capacity for accepting students was a maximum of ten incoming exchange
students (five from each partner university). While enrolled, exchange students (ESs)
attended classes to learn Japanese language, culture, and society, and participated in various
extracurricular events and programs organized by Tokiwa University’s International Exchange
and Language Learning Center (IELLC).

From the perspective of foreign students wanting to study abroad in Japan, Tokiwa
University’s program in relatively rural Ibaraki may not be seen as attractive as alternative
programs in convenient and “exciting” cities such as Tokyo and Osaka. Anticipating
difficulty in attracting exchange students, even from the first years of its exchange programs,
Tokiwa University offered incentives to incoming students, including accommodation at the
university’s dormitory and modest scholarships. While enrolled at Tokiwa University, ESs
actively participate in extracurricular English language programs offered to the university’s
Japanese student body. Namely, these programs include the English Connections program,
Teachers Assistant (TA) assignments, weekly visits to Tokiwa University High School to
interact with students, Talk Time, and at different points in the exchange program history, visits
to one of two local elementary schools to make short cultural presentations and interact with
students.

Participation in the English Connections program is the most recurring activity of those
listed. In English Connections, an ES manages several weekly groups of around four Tokiwa
University students. ESs serve as conversation partners to their groups and are given relative
freedom to plan the topics and session content as they like (with appropriate guidance from
the IELLC’s staff). In TA assignments, students are paired with one of the university’s English
language instructors, attend a class session, and help with a lesson. While the roles of ESs on
TA assignments depend on the instructor, some instructors are in contact with their ES before a
class session to discuss and coordinate ES’s role in the class.

While the amount of time and responsibility required of ESs in these programs is not
particularly high, they can be seen as a sort of introductory experience to English language
instruction in Japan. Therefore, it is not surprising that many of the ESs who studied at Tokiwa

University have gone on to work in Japan as English teachers after graduation. Former ESs
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have worked as ALTs or Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for the JET Programme
or for local municipalities or private companies, while others have worked as teachers at
English conversation schools. Several former ESs have even transitioned permanent careers in

Japan as English educators or in other fields.

2.5 Currentsituation for the exchange program at Tokiwa University

From the beginning of its exchange program, Tokiwa University has continued to expand its
strategic international partnerships. At the time of writing, it has active programs with partner
universities in Canada, Thailand, Korea, Taiwan, and China, in addition to its previously
mentioned partners in the United States. Annually, it still admits roughly ten ESs a year from
its North American partners in the US and Canada.

ESs still participate in many of the activities described in the previous section: English
Connections, TA, Talk Time, and visits to the Tokiwa University High School. ESs are also
still given ample opportunity to interact and participate in language and cultural exchange
with Tokiwa University’s student body. Students live in Tokiwa University’s International
Dormitory, where they share a room with up to two Japanese students. They are also given
opportunities to join any of a variety of extracurricular social programs with Japanese students,
including seasonal parties, day trips to famous sightseeing spots, and participation with
Japanese students on projects in certain elective classes.

While these activities give ESs and Japanese students valuable opportunities for language
exchange and intercultural communication, participation is optional, meaning that the quality
and quantity of intercultural communication experiences of both ES and Japanese students
vary greatly depending on factors such as student involvement and motivation, language level,
personality (i.e., assertiveness, extroversion or introversion, etc.), and the level of interest and
quality of interaction with other students in the intercultural exchange.

Furthermore, the language and cultural exchange opportunities offered by the university
to Japanese students are not systematic. Rather, the university offers its various programs
to students much like a buffet table; students are largely expected to take responsibility for
their own level and quality of participation. For example, some students (both ESs and

Japanese students) may decide to skip optional activities and events and give minimal effort
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in their participation in English Connections and TA, resulting in a vastly different quality of
experience compared to students who enthusiastically participate in every possible activity.
Even in cases when students do actively participate in most or all opportunities, the quality
of their experiences are often dependent on the level of enthusiasm (or lack thereof) of their
partner(s) . For instance, some EC partners may be frequently late or absent for sessions, or
make little effort for preparation. Alternatively, some residents at the international dorm may
be too busy with their personal lives to spend time with their international roommate. Even the
quality of TA session experiences may greatly differ for ESs, as some English instructors may
not effectively utilize their TA, instead merely asking the ESs to follow a preset script or set of

predetermined activities.

2.6 English teacher education at Tokiwa University

In addition to its licensing courses for primary and secondary school teachers in general
subject matter in the Department of Education, Tokiwa University also offers a separate course
option for students who aspire to obtain an English Teaching qualification. This “English
Teacher Education Course” requires students to complete at least 28 credit units of English-
related classes offered through the university’s Department of Communication as well as
additional credit units from general teacher education classes in the Department of Education.

Despite its history of producing qualified English teachers for the local community, the
English teacher education course has traditionally had relatively low enrollment, likely
resulting at least in part from the hurdles students must complete to gain a competent command
of English in addition to the already demanding curriculum and licensing requirements.
Furthermore, while the English teacher training course requires that students participate in
rigorous practicum teaching experience, there currently is no part of the curriculum dedicated
to team-teaching situations. According to one author, who teaches in the training course, many
enrollees are reluctant to use English or join language/culture exchange programs because they
lack confidence in their ability and may still view English as an “abstract” subject rather than a
tool for their future. Therefore, it naturally follows that integrating structured opportunities for
language and cultural exchange into the teacher training curriculum could benefit students and

alleviate these issues.
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With consideration of Tokiwa University’s need to provide increasingly innovative teacher
education courses and the historical tendency for many ESs from North America to pursue
English teaching in Japan, coupled with the university’s desire to increase interest and incentive
to attract foreign students and Japanese students to the English teacher training course, the
authors believe that a systematically organized short course that focuses on team-teaching and
ALT/JTE interaction would meet all of these needs and benefit all involved stakeholders: ESs
pursuing a future career teaching in Japan, Japanese students pursuing a teaching qualification,

Tokiwa University, international offices at partner universities, and Japanese society at large.

3. Method

Based on the current conditions described in the previous section, the authors began to
consider how it could offer an academic course of study that would give students hoping to
work in English education—either as ALTs or JTEs—understanding of the many challenges in
the field and practical experience in overcoming some of those challenges.

As a structural foundation of the course, the authors chose to adapt Kathleen Graves’ (1996)
Framework for Course Development because it both puts the needs of students at the center
of the development process, and also allows for flexible accommodation of diverse needs
from other stakeholders, reflecting the diverse needs recognized in the current situation. While
Graves’ framework was initially created to guide the development of language courses, its
tenets are potentially applicable to any needs-focused course of study and are thus adaptable to
the current situation.

Graves’ framework acknowledges the reality in many educational environments that formal
needs analysis of a particular group of students is often not feasible for reasons such as limited
access to students before a course begins, and time or budget constraints on teachers, among
others. Graves recognizes this and incorporates a less-formal needs assessment based on
available sources, acknowledging that teachers can make “fairly accurate assumptions about
their students’ needs with respect to the course on the basis of prior experience with the course
or with those particular students” (Graves, 1996).

Graves’ framework consists of seven steps: assessing needs, determining goals and

objectives, conceptualizing content, developing materials/activities, organizing content,
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evaluating, and considering resources and constraints. It is important to note that, while this
paper examines each step sequentially, they are, in reality, interconnected and overlapping,
allowing course designers to flexibly examine and adjust different steps at any time, either
before course establishment, in the middle of a course, or following post-course evaluation.
Graves (2000) illustrated this as a circular flow rather than a linear one, as can be seen in

Figure 1 below.

Figure 1 Graves’ Framework for Course Design and Development

Considering Assessing

Resources/ Needs

Constraints \

Evaluating c O u rs e Goz‘last;(;rl;ieng:i\g/es
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Content Content
~ Developing
Materials/
Activities

In the following section, the authors start by outlining a needs assessment based on this
description that includes questionnaire results from former students, classroom observations,

and student reflection responses.

3. 1 Assessing Needs

As Graves (1996) points out in her framework, at the fundamental level, needs assessment
involves finding out what students and other stakeholders need so that a course can “bridge the
gap.” Needs assessment necessitates identifying information about these so that subsequent
design decisions will address them in an effective manner. There are many possible sources of
information to learn and understand the needs of various stakeholders, including the learning
institution or other third parties, but the most pertinent source of information is the students
themselves.

Questionnaires are perhaps the most common needs assessment tool, as they can be tailored
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to draw out specific information needed by a course designer and can be conducted relatively
easily and efficiently. Proficiency tests, interviews, observations, and direct participation with
students are other common devices for determining student needs, particularly in content-
production-focused courses. However, when teachers and course designers do not have access
to a specific group of target students to conduct any of these methods before a course begins,
they must seek other sources of information that are reflective of the target students’ needs.

In the current course design, the authors have chosen two sources of primary information
from which to make key inferences about the needs of future target students. These sources
are: (1) the written reflections of JSs enrolled in prior English teacher training course
following their solo conduction of a mock English lesson; and (2) questionnaires conducted
by the IELLC to former ES who went on to work in Japan as ALTs or in other capacities. In
this section, the authors briefly describe and analyze these sources for needs analysis before

summarizing the course needs in a table at the end of the section.

3.1.1 JS reflections

For the first data source for student needs assessment, the authors analyzed written reflections
from former students enrolled in Tokiwa University’s “Methods of English Language
Teaching” course (Eigoka Kyoikuho 1). In this course, students learn an overview of English
language teaching in Japan including common methods and approaches utilized in the field.

As core assignments in the course, students give mock lessons twice in a single semester.
In the first mock lesson, students are asked to watch YouTube videos of English classes by
JETs which are uploaded by MEXT, and create a scenario while transcribing what the teacher
says and observing and writing down what and how she uses their body such as hands, posture
and even voice as stage directions. After preparing teaching materials, they give a short mock
lesson as actors play on a stage. The second mock lesson is assigned as the final assignment of
the semester and requires students to create their own 10-minute original teaching scenarios.
After each mock lesson, students reflect briefly about their performance in writing. Table 1

shows the students’ reflective comments which were translated into English by the authors.
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3.1.2  Survey responses by former ESs who became ALTs

In 2020, the IELLC conducted a short email survey of former ESs (2013 through 2019)
who went on to work in Japan as ALTs through either the JET Programme or through other
means following their study abroad experience at Tokiwa University. The open question survey
contained five items (two of which were used for analysis in the current study), and responses

were collected from six former ESs who became ALTs. Of these responses, the authors

Table 1  Selected JS Reflections Following the Final Mock Teaching Assignment

Student Selected comment

"It was difficult to give the entire lesson by only using English. I would like to use
English more."

"I couldn't give concise explanations. I could speak English more spontaneously than the
Student B first mock assignment. I would like to be able to give lessons with more variety and
ingenuity."

"I want to make my lessons more communicative by asking more questions [to
students]. I need to improve my English skills more."

"In preparation for the final mock lesson, I read aloud the draft script I prepared in
advance many times. I wanted to be able to speak without reading aloud. However, I
couldn't communicate well and created awkward silences. On the other hand, I was
calmer than the last time."

"One of the students (classmates of the course) nodded while listening to my

Student E explanation, which greatly helped me feel at ease. However, when I stood in front of the
classroom, I forget what I had planned to say. "

"The focus of my lesson, pronunciation with phonics, was a little tedious. I should have
used more easy-to-understand examples. I was able to give the lesson only by using
English, but I wonder if it was too much for the students. I felt that I need to consider
using Japanese language as support, even in just a limited manner."

Student A

Student C

Student D

Student F

Table 2 Job Duties as Reported by Former ESs Working as ALTs

Former ES No. School level Reported job duties
a. work with the JTE

b. create lessons with JTE

c. make activities for kids

d. work with a class of special needs students
a. take a lead role in class (primary school)

Former ES 1 Unspecified

Primary, b. take a supporting role in class (middle school)
Former ES 2 Middle c. plan fun lessons and activities
School d. periodically help any tasks asked by the office

e. play with the students

a. assist the HR teacher during English lessons

b. interact with the children as much as possible

c. eating lunch with (children) in the classroom

d. playing games with (children) during recess and lunch

Former ES 3 Unspecified

Primary, a. play a lot of games to make learning interactive
Former ES 4 Middle b. teach about my own culture (American and Mexican culture)
School
a. teach English from 3rd to 6th grade +a class of student w/ disabilities
Former ES 5 Primary b. make worksheets and materials for teaching and playing games
School c. talk and play with kids

d. try to help kids feel confident to speak and learn English
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identified the following with particular relevance to the current needs assessment.
One survey item, reported below, asked students to describe their daily job duties as an ALT.
These responses, while not unexpected, give a window into the practical needs that ESs who

become ALTs face in the study abroad program.

Furthermore, with regards to how the current study abroad program at Tokiwa University
prepared them for life in Japan as ALTs, another survey item yielded the following results:

e All respondents reported that they felt “more comfortable and confident to live in
Japan” as a result of their experiences studying at Tokiwa University;

e Five out of six respondents reported that the Japanese language skills they learned
while studying abroad were useful in their daily life as an ALT;

e Three of the six respondents reported that their experiences led to improved
interactions with coworkers in situations with cultural differences. Specifically, one
respondent described being able to better “accept co-workers who are different”
while another reported they are able to “avoid misunderstanding [co-workers] from
different cultural backgrounds”;

e Responses indicated that their daily life experiences while studying abroad helped

them live more “independently” now as a JET/ALT employee.

In summary, the former ES who returned to work in Japan as JET/ALTs strongly tend
to credit their language and cultural experiences while studying abroad to their growth,

confidence, and positive co-worker relationships while working in Japan.

3. 2 Determining goals and objectives

While in daily conversation, “goals” and “objectives” are often used synonymously, their
meanings differ in course development. Goals broadly refer to statements about the overall
desired outcome of a course, while objectives refer to specific—and usually measurable —actions
that directly lead to the desired outcome stated at the “goal” level.

The formulation of course goals naturally follows needs assessment. In this process,

educators must ask themselves: What are my students’ needs and does the planned content
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contribute to meeting those needs? What about the needs of other stakeholders? With these
questions in mind, the authors have formulated the following broad goals for the course.
(1) JSs who participate in this course will graduate from Tokiwa University being capable of
successfully managing team-teaching situations in their career as an English educator.
(2) ESs who participate in this course will leave Tokiwa University with the experience
necessary to help them work positively in a team-teaching environment if they decide to

become ALTS in the future.

Graves incorporates Saphier and Gower’s (1987) five categories for creating course
objectives into her framework as follows: coverage objectives (what texts and other materials

will be covered?); activity objectives (what will students do and/or produce with their time?)

Table 3 Summary of Identified Needs

Japanese Student (JS) Needs

Practical experience of team-teaching to prepare for job hunting in the English teaching field and subsequent
demands of working as a JTE;

Structured opportunities to use communicative English, particularly to improve presentation, discussion, and
negotiation skill;

Opportunities to build confidence in JSs' ability to actually use English in a teaching situation and think of
English as a "tool" for communication, not merely an abstract subject for study.

Exchange Student (ES) Needs

Practical experience of team-teaching for ES who are interested in returning to Japan as an ALT or in some
other English teaching capacity;

Basic understanding of the Japanese education system and the current role of English education in that
system;

Opportunities to build confidence in ESs' ability to successfully communicate in interlingual and intercultural
situations.

University Needs

Dynamic element to the English teacher training course that helps JS meet the increased demands placed on
JTEs in MEXT's new Course of Study, including a “team-teaching” element;

Increased opportunities for explicit and collaborative activities between Japanese students (JS) and exchange
students (ES), particularly in an English-teaching centered environment (builds confidence student self-
confidence and feeling of connectedness to English as a relatable and useful tool, not merely an abstract
subject.);

Increased interest and participation in intercultural and language-centered programs at the university, including
study abroad.

Social Needs

Citizens who are capable of communicating effectively in English in an increasingly multicultural and
globalized society;

Teaching professionals in society who can effectively meet the goals set by MEXT for more effective
integration of English and foreign language instruction at all school levels;

Increased internationalization of Japan by attracting talented, educated foreign nationals to work in Japan as
ALTs or in other professions;
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involvement objectives (how will student interest and involvement be maximized?) ; mastery
objectives (what will students be able to do at the end of instruction?) ; and critical thinking
objectives (what learning and critical thinking skills will students develop?). Of note, these
objectives may be—and often are—overlapping and interconnected.

Using these categories as a guideline, the authors propose the following objectives,

summarized in Table 4.

3.2.1 Coverage (knowledge) objectives

In Graves’ (1996) framework, coverage objectives usually refer to what text (or texts) the
curriculum will be based on and how much of that text the teachers plan to cover to facilitate
meeting course goals. The needs-specific nature of the current course makes it difficult to select
a single text or resource on which to base, so the coverage objectives cover a potpourri of
varied resources intended to give ESs and JSs a fundamental knowledge base from which they

can achieve the course goals.

3.2.2  Activity objectives

As noted, many JTEs and ALTs enter their careers with no prior experience conducting
actual team-teaching. To meet this need, a primary activity objective of the course is that ESs
and JSs will work together to team-tech a short mock language class session. Following this,
a subsequent objective is that both ESs and JSs will produce a written report at the end of the

course which both summarizes their experiences and reflections on those experiences.

3.2.3 Involvement objectives

Involvement objectives seek to keep students interested and motivated on the course content
in pursuit maximizing their involvement and a positive teaching outcome. To this end, the
objectives selected by authors in this section aim to promote active participation in the learning
process. Firstly, ESs and JSs will share thoughts and reflections in groups following each
class. During guest speaker session(s), students will be expected to engage speakers with
their questions. Finally, following each class session and the final team-teaching experience,

both ESs and JSs will participate in discussions to give them both opportunities to engage in
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intercultural communication and self-reflection.

3.2.4 Mastery objectives

Mastery objectives describe the abilities and knowledge students gain as a desired outcome
of instruction. As mentioned previously, a mutually insufficient understanding and awareness
of the situations ALTs and JTEs face in educational environments and also in other arenas has
been a noted source of frustration and difficulty among both groups when working together in a
team-teaching relationship. To address this, objectives for the course include obtaining a deeper
understanding of the Japanese English education system, particularly with regards to the use of

ALTs. ESs and JSs will also gain an increased awareness of common situations and difficulties

that ALTs and JTEs face in their respective roles in their classrooms and schools.

Table 4  Course Objectives and Related Content Categories

Category (Objective No.) Description Related Content Category
(CO1) ES and JS will familiarize themselves with the MEXT Course Education system knowledge
of Study.
Coverage (CO2) ES and JS will read and reflect on example English curricula :
| R . Expectation management
(Knowledge) from primary, middle, and high schools.
Objectives (CO3) ES and JS will learn about the real experiences of ALTs an
JTEs by reviewing questionnaire data and written reflections of actual ~ Understanding roles in team teaching
ALTSs/JTEs.
(AO1) ES and JS will team-teach a short mock language class, . . .
. A . o y i g Practical team-teaching experience,
including planning, organizing, preparing materials, conducting the . . o
i Discussion opportunities, teamwork
lesson, and evaluation.
Activity objectives (AO2) ES and JS will summarize their experiences in a written report. Reflection opportunities
(AO3) ES and JS will participate in discussions and share reflections Discussion opporrm.]mr:s,
: : . Intercultural communication,
following the different sections of the course. K .
Reflection opportunities
(01) ES and JS wnl].attend short talks by experienced guest speakers Guest speakers
and engage speakers in Q&A.
Tnvolvement (102? ES. and J S will visit a local education facility and view team Site visits
o teaching in action.
objectives Discussion opportunities
(I03) ES and JS will participate in discussions about their team- PP e
S < i Intercultural communication,
teaching experiences and reflections. g o
Reflection opportunities
(MOI? ES and JS will have a deeper understanding of the Japanese Education system knowledge
education system.
(MO2) ES and JS will gain an increased awareness of the situations T —
Mastery objectives ::;d% difficulties that ALTs and ELTs face in their respective educational Uidastnding o ik —
(MO3) ES and JS will be able to successfully communicate with each Practical team-teaching experience,
other to plan, organize, conduct, and evaluate a mock English lesson. Discussion opportunities, teamwork
Critical thinking (CTO1) ES and JS will be able to articulate the difficulties they faced Problem identification & solving,
objectives when communicating with their team-teaching counterpart. Reflection opportunities
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3.2.5 Critical thinking objectives

No two team-teaching assignments are the same, as they are influenced by multiple factors
such as school policy, teacher experience, school culture, and teacher experience, among
others. Critical thinking objectives address the need for ALTs and JTEs to approach each team-
teaching assignment in an active and flexible manner so that they may be able to overcome new
and complex hurdles they may encounter in the future. To this end, a course objective will be
for ESs and JSs to reflect on and articulate the difficulties they faced during their team-teaching

mock class.

3.3 Conceptualizing content

In Graves’ (1996) framework, the conceptualizing content stage of course development is
the starting point for the syllabus structure. It bridges the gap between outcome objectives by
planning the particulars of the materials and activities that will compose the course. Similarly
with the objectives on which they are built, content categories may overlap. The content

categories selected by the author are summarized in Table 4.

3.4 Developing Materials/Activities

In her course framework description, Graves (1996) describes specific materials and
activities as the “backbone” of a course curriculum. Of the many considerations that go
into developing materials and activities, Graves stresses the importance of considering their
effectiveness at achieving the course goals/objectives, and their appropriateness for students (i.e.
are the materials and activities interesting, relevant, and level-appropriate for students?) .

In the current course curriculum, the authors have decided to focus their limited class time on
practical activities rather than extensive review of materials. Materials listed would be offered

to students in a printed binder as well as in digital format using Google Classroom.

3.4.1 Selected Materials
e Excerpts from MEXT guidelines stating the goals and plan of its current Course of
Study;

e Sample English curricula for primary, middle, and high schools;

- 143 -



Kevin M. McManus Mayumi Watanabe

e Excerpts from the JET Programme ALT training manual;
e Select results from national survey on ALTs;
e Written experiences by former ESs and JSs who went on to become ALTs/JTEs.

¢ Links to YouTube videos

3.4.2 Selected Activities
e Pair and group discussions after each class period
e Visit to a local school to observe authentic team-teaching lesson
e Interaction with students during school visit
e Practical experience of team-teaching with partner, including:
o Brainstorming and planning mock lesson content
o Developing materials
o Practicing for mock lesson
o Conducting mock lesson
o Reflection discussion after mock lesson
* Fill out CAN-DO List for self-evaluation at the end of the course

e Write and submit final report

3.5 Organizing Content

Graves (1996) describes both fixed and fluid approaches to course organization but
emphasizes that both approaches share the key principles of “building” and “recycling.”
“Building” refers to the natural progression of material from simple to complex, whereas
“recycling” refers to creating opportunities for students to make use of previously learned
material in new ways. Whether taking “fluid” or “fixed” approaches to content organization,
by thinking of each activity as a “building block™ that, through gradual building and recycling,
leads the students to reach the course goals, teachers can make effective content sequencing
choices on the macro and micro levels.

In cases such as the proposed course where class time is limited, it is important to ensure that
no class time is wasted and that each classroom activity is a means to specific end, i.e., meeting

a stated course objective. With this in mind, the authors, taking a “fixed” approach, have
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created the proposed course content sequence in Table 5.

3.6 Evaluating

Graves (1996) describes two key types of evaluation for a curriculum. One type of
evaluation is of the students and includes assessment of proficiency, progress, achievements,
and needs. The second type of evaluation is that which is done by the teacher(s) and institution
of the course itself, and focuses on whether the course has met its stated goals and how
effective it was in doing so.

As a basis for both types of evaluation, the authors chose to incorporate a “CAN-DO Self-
evaluation List” questionnaire prior to starting and following the completion of the course.

The CAN-DO List was originally recommended by MEXT in a 2011 report for improving

Table 5 Course Content and Associated Objectives

Session Content Associated
No. Objective(s)
+ Course overview and icebreaking n/a
+ Introduction mini-lecture on Japanese education system and English teaching in Mol. CO1
Japan ’
1 * Pair/group discussion about past experience with intercultural communication and AO3
future goals in education
* Homework: Students reflect and write on differences they noticed between their AO3
educational experiences and those of other classmates
* Mini-lecture on best practices for team teaching CcOo2
* Review and discuss questionnaire data from ALTs, actual reflections from ALTs
) and JTEs C0O3, MO2

* Homework: Reflect and write on what they learned re: team-teaching and the

. . : . AO3, MO2,
difficulties experiences by ALTs and JTEs; prepare questions for guest speakers 03, M02, €03

* Visit by guest speakers (one ALT and one JTE) MO2, 101
3 * Q&A / discussion with guest speakers 101, AO3
* Homework: Online reflections and written (forum-type) discussion about guest
AO3, MO2
speaker
* Local school visit 102
« Observe team-teaching 102
4 « Tour facilities & interact with students 102
* Homework: Online reflections and written (forum-type) discussion school visit AO3
impressions
+ Short lecture on lesson planning basics and management of shared duties C0O3, AO1
+ ES and JS form team-teaching pairs and begin brainstorming mock lesson theme
AO1,MO3
5 and content together
* Homework: ES and JS must communicate outside of class hours to decide on their
) AOI1, MO3
final theme before the following class
+ Team-teaching pairs use class time to work on mock lesson plan AO1, MO3
6 - Teacher feedback AO1
+ Homework: finalize mock lesson plan AO1, MO3
7 + Teams use class time to prepare mock lesson materials and practice AO1, MO3
+ Homework: Teams practice mock lesson outside of class AO1, MO3
« Teams conduct mock lesson AO1, MO3
8 * Classroom discussion about reflections CTOl1, 103, MO3
* Homework: Written report summarizing what students learned and their reflections AO2. CTOL

from the course
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English education outcomes in Japan titled “Five Recommendations for Improving English
as a Common International Language and Specific Measures.” The is a flexible assessment
format in which educators can specify achievement goals based on course objectives from
the perspective of students themselves, who express the extent to which they “can do” each
stated objective following a course of study. Following its release by MEXT, the CAN-DO
List is now a required and fundamental tool in middle schools and high schools in Japan with
which they are to set learning achievement goals (Honda, 2015). CAN-DO lists are efficient
tools for educators as they not only give students an opportunity for self-reflection and self-
assessment of what they learned throughout a course of study, but they also provide data from
which teachers and institutions can calibrate and reform course objectives and implementation
as necessary in subsequent course sessions.

In the current teacher training course, the authors plan to conduct the CAN-DO Self-
evaluation List twice: once before instruction and once following the final session. To this end,
the CAN-DO List will also serve as a needs assessment for a particular student group, giving
the teachers a picture of what abilities students already have (or do not have). As previously
stated, because the CAN-DO List has been integrated into course planning and evaluation
across Japan, knowledge and experience filling out the questionnaire has the added benefit of
familiarizing future JTEs and ALTs with the list even before they embark on their future careers

as educators. The CAN-DO List for the current course is found in Appendix A.

3.7 Considering Resources and Constraints

The various resources and constraints that teachers and institutions face in curriculum
development can be tangible (e.g., physical resources such as books, classrooms, availability of
technology, etc.) and intangible (e.g., time, institutional policy and attitudes, experience, etc.).
As Graves (1996) describes, consideration of the various resources and constraints amounts
to how we view the same thing. What can be considered a resource in one context may act as
a constraint in another. Due scrutiny is needed about the various factors that may influence a
curriculum’s success with reflection of how to utilize or overcome any related advantages or
disadvantages to course design, respectively.

At the time of writing, the authors have recognized the following resources and constraints
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that would ultimately influence the success of the proposed course. This list is neither complete
nor exhaustive in its descriptions, but rather is meant to highlight what the authors view as the

most noteworthy resources and constraints.

3.7.1 Potential Resources
1) Existence of an English teacher training course and cooperation from the supervising
faculty.

O Detail: The existence of an English teacher training course is perhaps one of the most
important resources available for the creation of the current curriculum plan. It ensures the
availability of half of the course participants (JSs who plan to become JTE in the future),
and also provides an existing teacher-education framework on which the course may be
built. Explicit cooperation from the faculty member in charge of the teaching curriculum
class allows for integration of the proposed course as a part of the greater teacher training
curriculum (or, at the very least, as optional coursework for interested JSs) .

2) Existence of active exchange programs and support from the IELLC.

O Detail: Equally crucial as support by the teacher training course is support from the
IELLC, the university’s office in charge of the foreign exchange programs. The IELLC
is involved in every aspect of the ES’s educational experience at Tokiwa University,
including recruitment, course planning and scheduling, and management of extracurricular
activities. Furthermore, the IELLC also has access to physical facilities (i.e. classrooms,
projectors, computers, etc.) and supportive administrative staff necessary for management
of the planned course.

3) Access to middle school and high schools managed by Tokiwa University.

O Detail: More than just a university, the Educational Institution of Tokiwa University also
operates a high school that can potentially serve as site visit locations or resources for
guest speakers, who could describe how team-teaching is managed and integrated into
both school’s respective English language programs.

4) History of cooperation with local elementary schools.
O Detail: Tokiwa University and the IELLC have an established history of working together

with two different local elementary schools to promote language and intercultural
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exchange between the elementary school students and the ESs. Both instances included
site visits to the schools by ESs and short cultural presentations prepared by ESs for the
elementary school students. These established institutional relationships offer an excellent
opportunity for the current program to not only meet its site visit objectives, but to also
provide a richer practical experience for ESs and JSs.
5) Network of former ESs and JSs who went on to teach English professionally in Japan

ODetail: A key component of the proposed course curriculum is interaction with guest
speakers —both ALTs and JTEs —who have experience team-teaching in Japan. Both the
English teacher training course and exchange program have been in existence for nearly
two decades, and the university maintains a network of former students to tap as potential

guest speakers.

3.7.2 Potential Constraints
1) Time.

O Detail: Time is perhaps one of the greatest constraints in the current course plan. JSs
who take the teacher training course are already very busy while enrolled in their regular
coursework, so it is natural that some may be hesitant to add any additional burden on
themselves by participating in the proposed team-teaching course. The same is especially
true for ESs, who not only have a full course load while studying at Tokiwa University, but
who also have extracurricular commitments to participate in EC and TA programs while
simultaneously wanting to have enough time to enjoy a social life as they explore Japan.

2) Availability of (and burden on) course instructors and support staff.

O Detail: Similarly with students, potential course instructors also have strict time and
availability constraints with which to contend. Even assuming that the proposed course
is taught by a team of invested instructors balancing the workload, other commitments
such as classes and committee work may make it difficult to schedule weekly sessions at
the same time. The same is true of support staff at the IELLC, who must simultaneously
manage language and culture programs for the entire university. The potential for
overwork is a legitimate concern, so the proposed course would have to be not only

relatively short, but also require minimal commitments for preparation and management
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outside of the stated class hours.
3) Availability of guest speakers.

O Detail: While the university’s network of former ESs and JSs who became teachers is
surely an asset, as stated above, the availability of a particular guest speaker may vary
from year to year, requiring extra planning and flexibility during each course session. One
alternative to overcome this restriction would be to interview and record guest speakers
for use in future courses, but this would rob future students of the opportunities to engage
directly with the guest speakers in Q&A sessions.

4) Access for site visits.

O Detail: Similarly with the availability of guest speakers, access to multiple partner
schools for potential site visits is a valuable resource, but brings with it its own set of
complications. Coordinating site visits, particularly to schools outside of the umbrella
of the Educational Institution of Tokiwa University, is a complex and time-consuming
process that requires coordinating planning meetings and permissions at the partner school
well in advance. While the existing relationships between Tokiwa University and its
partners certainly ease this process, it is still time consuming for the instructors and staff
and may pose potential limits to the lesson content for the site visit section of the course,
depending on the circumstances in a particular year.

5) Funding.

O Detail: While the current course was conceived to operate at minimal cost to students and
to the university, there are potentially some situations in which funding may be needed.
This includes expenses such as reimbursing transportation costs for guest speakers,
expenses related to crafting mock lesson materials, among others. The need for proper
permissions and budgeting adjustments adds an extra layer of complexity in the course
planning process.

6) Potential Conflict among ESs.

O Detail: As previously stated, Tokiwa University’s exchange program accepts students
from five or more countries during a given year, only two of which are from countries
where English is spoken natively. ESs from non-English speaking countries regularly

interact with the ESs from NA in the current study abroad program. There is a potential
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for conflict between students as some ESs from non-English speaking countries may feel
that it is unfair that the course is only offered to students from English speaking countries.
A potential solution for this is to expand on the current team-teaching course plan and
incorporate participation by students who are not from English speaking countries. (Such
students may become future ALTs depending on their English level, or may pursue other
teaching-related careers in their home countries. The authors have decided that this
is beyond the scope of the current curriculum development process, but would like to

consider this option in the future.)

4. Conclusion

It is evident that in order for Japan to meet the goals set out in the newest iteration of its
national English curriculum, successful team-teaching interactions between JTEs and ALTs
will need to occur at schools across the country. However, because future JTEs and ALTs
typically receive no (or very few) opportunities to practice and reflect on team-teaching during
their education, it is hard to expect that such successful interactions will occur on their own.
Rather, it is the responsibility of our institutions of higher learning to step up and create these
opportunities for students who will go on to become future educators.

In the current study, through analysis of the current situation of and needs currently faced by
both students of Tokiwa University and other stakeholders at the university and other societal
levels, the authors argue that Tokiwa University, by virtue of its ongoing English teacher
training course and incoming exchange student program, is in a unique position to create a
practical and innovative team-teaching program for its students. This program has not only the
potential to help students communicate more effectively and confidently in their future careers
as educators, but it can also give students an upper hand when they are competing for limited
teaching positions in the job market. Furthermore, the proposed course also has secondary
benefits in that it could potentially be advertised as an attractive point to encourage enrollment
in the English teacher training course or exchange program for JSs and ESs, respectively.

However, before such a program can be realized, there is still much work to be done. While
this paper represents the vision of the two authors, it does not necessarily match the vision of

other key stakeholders in the university administration. Thus, as a first step, open collaboration
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between key stakeholders is necessary. As described in the previous section, there are also
several constraints that have the potential to severely limit the scope and efficacy of a team-
teaching course. Each of these need to be carefully considered and discussed in turn. Were
the university to green light development of a team-teaching course, considerations would
also need to be made for components beyond the scope of the current study, including more
extensive need analysis and ongoing needs assessment, course evaluation and revision, and the
extensive planning and negotiation with third-parties such as guest speakers and off-campus

schools for site visits.
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6. Appendix A
CAN-DO List

Self-Evaluation

I. Knowledge (circle one)
1. I can summarize the current state of English education in Japan. 1 2 3 4
2. I can describe the role of ALTs in the language classroom. 1 2 3 4

3. I can explain common difficulties experienced by ALTs and JTEs 1 2 3 4
in a team-teaching environment.

4. I can clearly understand my role in the team-teaching process. 1 2 3 4

5. 1 can understand and respect the cultural values of my team- 1 2 3 4
teaching counterpart that are relevant in an educational setting.

II. Communication
1. I can express my opinion with my team-teaching counterpart. 1 2 3 4

2. I can ask for clarification to my team-teaching counterpart when 1 2 3 4
I do not understand something.

3. I can remain patient when I encounter communication difficulties 1 2 3 4
with my team-teaching counterpart.

4. I can use different communication strategies (such as switching 1 2 3 4
between English and Japanese, using translation software, or
gesturing) to communicate clearly with my team-teaching
counterpart.

II1. Actions

1. I can cooperatively create a lesson plan with my team-teaching 1 2 3 4
counterpart.

2. 1 can cooperatively prepare lesson materials and activities with 1 2 3 4

my team-teaching counterpart.

3. I can cooperatively give students a short lesson with my team- 1 2 3 4
teaching counterpart.

4.1 can cooperatively evaluate the short lesson with my team- 1 2 3 4
teaching counterpart.

IV. Critical Thinking

1. I can reflect on my experience to identify my strengths and 1 2 3 4
weaknesses in the team-teaching process.

2. I can reflect on my experience to identify any barriers that may 1 2 3 4
have obstructed successful communication with my team-
teaching counterpart.
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