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Abstract . Review of Studies of Negative Unintended Effects of Teaching A concept of unintended
effects of teaching means that positive or negative functions of teacher's cognitive biases could
unintentionally produce his’her own good or poor thinking, respectively A teacher shall accept
students’ opinions in favor of his’/her instructional planning or make decisions based on ostensible
events in class. The researchers of education conducted the quasi-experiment to analyze the negative
unintended effects of teaching as well as the positive ones and found that they consisted of human
factors one of which was the dictatorial attitude of a teacher in class, although any factor of the
attitude itself was not analyzed in detail, while the researchers of the psychology found some human
factors of the dictatoria attitude of people such as the prejudices and the human errors consisting of
the biases confirmation bias, representativeness heuristics, anchoring and adjustment, etc. The
educational research comes to the stage where we need to analyze the biases producing the negative
unintended effects of teaching and propose the procedure available for teachers to control the
unintentional mistakes by themselves produced by any bias. We could call the procedure® Dawinian
theory of education”, which means a selection procedure of trial-and-error elimination of human
mistakes wherein knowledge grows.

Key words : biases, Dawinian theory of education, mistakes, negative unintended effects, teaching.
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Abstract : Human Civilizations and their Geopolitical Positions: A Geopolitical Analysis 1n the
past world, there are many civilizations whose characteristics were typed with the geographical and
geopolitical elements. Generally these conditions were the important parts of the world history. In
these treaties | will try to illustrate the circumstances of some chief civilizations in order to explain
the human behavior in the mutual relations of human beings in the civilized Age. The main tool of
analysisin this study is Karl August Wittfogel's conceptions center, environ, and near-outside). For
example, in the Westeurasian civilizations, the center was the Orient (Mesopotamia and Egypt), its
environs were the Mediterranean countries and West Central Asia (Iran and Minor Asia), and its near-
outsides were West and East European countries. In the East Asia civilizations, the center was China,
its environs were Korea and Vietnam, its outside was Japan. In Modern Age (since 16 Century), the
center of human civilization are West Europe, North America and Japan, its environs, are Asia,
Africa, and Latin America

Key words : Civilization, Geopolitics, Center, Environs, Outsides.
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Abstract : Social Structure and Factors for Fertility Upside in Sweden The purpose of thesis is
analyzing the social structure and factors for fertility upside in Sweden. The drop in the birth rate is
giving dismal perspectives to Japan. On the other hand, the birth rate is climbing up in Sweden.
Sweden is well-known for its high taxes. But people pay county council tax and municipal tax just as
income tax. Half of municipal tax is used for education, child care and family. They can have these
“ insurances’ which equal to their payment. County council tax is used for medical service. Swedish
child-care services are distinguished by high standards of quality, and both educational activities and
practical care are provided at pre-school for children aged from one up to six years old. Men and
women, both gain money by labor, raise their children and do domestic duties. All employers are
required to pay charges to finance such socia insurance programs. Child Allowances are paid to all
children. 1050SKR/month is paid for one child under 16 as Basic Child Allowance. Student Grants is
payable for nine months a year for children attending high school. Parental Benefit is payable for a
period of 480 days. 390 days are at 80% of the parent’s qualifying income, and 90 days are a a
universaly applicable rate. Since parental leave was introduced in 1974, there has been a steady
increase in the use by fathers. Following chart shows* Socia structure and factors for upturning
fertility in Sweden”
Key words : Fertility, Child Care, Labor, Fair Distribution, Living Standard
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Women as Victims of Violence in Indian Society:

A Victimological Analysis

K. CHOCKALINGAM
2006 10 5

Abstract : Women as Victims of Violence in Indian Society: A Victimological Analysis Etiology of
violence against women, needs to be examined in the context of psychosocia and cultural factorsin
which women have been socialized. Violence against women is a manifestation of gender and power
relations. According to Manu, the ancient Indian law-giver, a female must in her childhood subject
herself to her father, in youth to her husband and when her husband is dead to her sons and that a
woman must never be independent. Two recent developments give hope for reduction of violence
against women in India. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 implemented
from October 26, 2006 is a far-reaching development aiming to prevent violence against women and
also provide immediate relief to victims of domestic violence. Secondly, empowering women with
economic independence and political power will reduce violence against women. Indian women have
succeeded in getting reservation of representation in political institutions of local self government in
the last decade and their struggle continues to attain political power through reservation of seats in
Indian Parliament and state legislatures, which would lead to their protection and relief from violence.

2006 12 15

Key words : victimization; women; empowerment; self reliance; political-power

Violence has been part of human society and
it was there in the past and is there in the
present and will continue to exist in the
future. Though violence has been perpetrated
against all sections of the society at different
points of time and different groups have been
the victims of violence, the one single largest
section which has been the target of violence
more severely and more systematically in all
nations, cultures and territories of the world
irrespective of the fact whether the nation is a
developed or developing one or its people are
more literate or less literate, is the sector of
women who constitute half of the human race

biologically. Violence against women occurs in

small villages, towns, cities and metropolitan
cities and mostly perpetrators are men.
Gender based crime and violence against
women has been increasing all over the world
and is a clear reflection of the exploitation and
discrimination of men against women. This
may also be attributed to the systemic and
institutionalised form of societal injustices
towards women. In Indian society, crimes
involving violence, particularly with women as
victims of violence have been increasing
(National Crime Records Bureau, 2002).
Women are becoming victims of violence not
only in their homes but also in the streets,

public places and work situations. (The Hindu,

K. Chockalingam Professor of Victimology & Criminology, Tokiwa International Victimology
Institute, Tokiwa University, Japan. Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to
Professor Dr. K. Chockalingam, TIVI, Tokiwa University, Mito, Ibaraki, Japan, E-mail: profkcindia@

yahoo.com
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September 1, 2002). A man in the capital city of
New Delhi recently had a quick grope of a
young British woman's breast and ran away.
A son of a politician was sent to prison for the
offence of rape of a German tourist woman
recently in Rajasthan (Dhillon, 2006). Many of
the violent crimes against women perpetrated
by men either in the home or outside their
homes are not reported as women in most
of these situations are not able to take
independent decisions because of various
reasons and in all such situations, the women
are under the protective control of men either
as husbands, or, father or brother or son.
Women's suppression is rooted deeply in the
very fabric of Indian society through its
customs, traditions, cultural practices, religious
beliefs observed in the families and even in the
legal system (Coonrod, 1998). Youth have been
indulging in bullying and harassment of
women students in college campuses which
have on many times degenerated into full
scale violence. The growing number of victims
of campus violence faces trauma of such
violence (India Together, 2003).

There are several instances of violence as a
consequence of sexual harassment of women
students in college campuses leading even to
the extent of killing as happened in the case
of a teen age college girl, Sarika Shah in front
of her college in Chennai, physical assaults,
sexual assaults and sometimes suicides or
withdrawal from the college or University
studies as a consequence of sexual harassment.
(The Hindu, August 18, 2002; The Hindu,
September 10, 2002; The Times of India,
January 29, 2006; The
February 1, 2006; KERALANEXT.com). In all

these incidents there was one or other form of

Hindustan Times,

violence against women taking place in the

educational institutions.

52

Victims, Victimization and Victimology

The United Nations Declaration of Basic
Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and
Abuse of Power, 1985 defines' victims’ as:

“ Victims’ means persons who, individually or
collectively, have suffered harm, including
physical or mental injury, emotional suffering,
economic loss or substantial impairment of
their fundamental rights, through acts or
omissions that are in violation of criminal laws
operative within Member states, including
those laws proscribing criminal abuse of
power.... A person may be considered a victim,
under this Declaration, regardless of whether
the perpetrator is identified, apprehended,
prosecuted or convicted and regardless of the
familial relationship between the perpetrator
and the victim. The termh victim’ also includes,
where appropriate, the immediate family or
dependents of the direct victim and persons
who have suffered harm in intervening to
in distress or to prevent
(United Nations, 1985).

Victims suffer the impact of victimization in

assist victims

victimization”

different ways which include the loss of life,
permanent disablement, physical injuries,
mental injury and varieties of psychological
harm, including post traumatic stress disorder,
financial loss etc. as a result of a crime. The
impact of victimization differs according to
the type and nature of crime and takes shorter
or longer period for recovery from the
victimization. The extent to which crimes will
affect victims, witnesses, family members and
community members will differ widely with
some victims ignoring even the serious crimes
with no noticeable effects, while at the other
extreme, some other victims are so deeply
affected that they are unable to concentrate on
their daily routine (United Nations, 1999a).

Victimology is a relatively newer social
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science, dealing with the challenges of crime
victimization that broadly include the study of
the causes of victimization, prevention of
victimization, the human rights of victims,
treatment and rehabilitation of victims.
Justice for victims’
has

quarter century which has been taken up by a

1s a new phrase which
gained great significance in the last
crime victims movement emerged first in the
United States in the 1970s (Karmen, 2004: 4).

The first usage of the term ‘ Victimology’ to
mean the study of people who suffered harm
at the hands of criminals appeared in the book
of a Psychiatrist Wertham about murderers in
1949 (Karmen, 2004: 9). The first scholars who
considered themselves Victimologists studied
the resistance put up by rape victims, which is
considered as the gravest of all violent crimes
against women (Mendelsohn, 1940 as quoted in
Karmen, 2004: 8). Victimologists examing if
victims have been physically injured, economically
hurt, robbed of self-respect, emotionally
traumatized, socially stigmatized, politically
oppressed, collectively exploited, personally
alienated, manipulated, co-opted, neglected,
ignored, blamed, defamed, demeaned, or vilified.
They want to examine the extent to which
victims are frightened, terrorized, depressed,
infuriated and embittered. Victimologists are
equally curious to find out if victims are being
empowered, assisted, served, accommodated,
placated, rehabilitated, educated, celebrated,
memorialized, honoured, and even idolized”

(Karmen, 2004: 9).
Violence against Women: A Global Phenomenon

At the global level, violence against women
constitutes one of the gravest violations of
human rights and persisted both in times of
peace as well as conflict. The offenders who
indulge in violence against women are private

actors as were public officials. Incidence of
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women being beaten in their own homes by
their spouses, raped and sexually assaulted by
soldiers during periods of internal conflict,
assaulted by the officials of law enforcement
machinery while in state custody, raped in
refugee camps by the police and also other
refugees are all reported by organizations like
Human Rights Watch. The investigation by
the International NGO, the Human Rights
Watch in 1998 on private actor violence against
women in India and Indonesia revealed that
discrimination between sexes and customary
practices prevailing in these societies pushed
women to a subordinate status in their
communities which made them easily vulnerable
to victimizations by sexual and domestic
violence (Human Rights Watch World Report
1999). Investigations by the same NGO in 1997
in countries like Pakistan, Peru, Russia and
South Africa revealed that complaints of
domestic and sexual violence were received
with legal indifference and procedural and
attitudinal obstacles (HRW World Report,
1999).

police exercised arbitrary authority on the

The custodians of law, viz., the local

types of complaints they accepted and by and
large discouraged women from filing complaints.
Such practice was found in many other
countries also. In some of these countries, even
the judicial systems gave priority for family
unity over the safety of women in a domestic
violence context. (HRW World Report 1999).
The situations of rape victims was no better
as police had their own biases and prejudices
about women'’s behaviour and or dress habits
which affected an impartial investigation into
the crime. In India, there have been gross
discriminations on the basis of caste and the
women belonging to the lower caste, namely
dalits,” were always more vulnerable for
sexual abuse by the rich landlords and the

police in some states. Physical and sexual
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abuses committed against women in custody
by the officials are reported from different
countries including US though this is most
invisible. Women in custody are always very
vulnerable as the abusers have positions of
power and authority which they use as shield to
protect them while the victims are completely
helpless as they are in captive (HRW World
Report 1999). A preliminary report on violence
against women, its causes and consequences
submitted by the Special Rapporteur of the
United Nations (Coomaraswamy,1994), focussed
on three major areas where women are
specially vulnerable: in the family (domestic
violence, traditional practices, infanticide
etc.); in the community (rape, sexual assault,
commercialized violence such as trafficking in
women, labour exploitation, immigrant workers
etc.), and by the

women in detention and violence against

State (violence against

women during armed conflict and against
refugee women). According to Coomaraswamy
(2005), South Asian region has very high rates
of violence against women. It was revealed in a
survey in two states in India, viz. Uttar Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu with a sample of 1842 women
that 40 percent of them were victims of wife-
battering. In Pakistan, 55 percent of women in
urban areas and 35 percent in rural areas out
of a sample of 1000 women suffered domestic
violence. In Sri Lanka, there were two surveys
which revealed two different results, one with
60 percent and another with 32 percent of the
women surveyed were victims of domestic
violence. In another study (Yoshihama &
Sorenson, 1994) among 613 abused women in
Japan, about 60% had suffered from physical,
psychological and sexual abuse by their
partners and only 8% had suffered physical
abuse alone.

Domestic or family violence is one of the

leading causes of female injuries in most of the
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countries and contribute to the largest
percentage of hospital visits by women (Lori,
1994). A recent study by the World Health
Organization (The Japan Times, 25 November
2005) in collaboration with the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and PATH,
a global health organization conducted in ten
countries, viz. Brazil, Ethiopia, Japan, Namibia,
Peru, Samoa, Serbia and Montenegro, Thailand,
Bangladesh and Tanzania with 24000 interviews
revealed that domestic violence was found to
be universal and the women who are abused
by a partner face similar health problems
whether they live in a city in the developed
world or a traditional village in a developing
country. There were wide differences in the
proportion of women suffering physical and
sexual violence by their partners. The rates
varied between 15% of women having been
victimized by domestic violence during their
life time in Japan to 71% in Ethiopia. A
similar previous study in North America and
Europe found domestic violence rates of 20%
in the US and Sweden and 23% in Canada and
Britain. The percentage of women who were
physically or sexually attacked by their partners
in the preceding year was 4% in dJapan
and 54% in

Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Peru and Tanzania.

compared with between 30%

Victims of domestic violence by and large
reported poor general health. The abused
women had more likelihood to experience one
of the major health problems such as attempted
suicide, miscarriage or an induced abortion
between 1.5 and 3 times higher than those
who never suffered such abuse. The most
striking feature of the study was regardless of
whether one was a cosmopolitan woman in
Sao Paolo or Belgrade or a rural woman in
Ethiopia or Bangladesh, there was a clear
association between violence and poor health.

The victims of domestic violence were about
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twice as likely as those who have not suffered
11l health and the effects were found to persist
for a long period even after the cessation of
violence.

The above data, mentioned in the different
reports, surveys and studies conducted by not
only the International NGO like Human Rights
Watch, but also UN related organizations, WHO
study and the individual researches conducted
in different nations confirm that violence
against women is pervasive throughout the
world and it cuts across all barriers. All types
of women have been subjected to different
forms of violence under different context.
Women from both developed and the developing
nations have been victims of violence though
the incidence and the types vary in different
nations. Despite the presence of laws and legal
mechanisms to deal with violence against
women, the attitudes of the entire criminal
justice system and the personnel who occupy
positions in police and judiciary are found to
be biased and prejudiced in many countries
and ultimately the violence against women is
not treated as a crime needing justice for

women victims.

International Legal and Human Rights

Framework

“ Violence against women constitutes a

violation of the rights and fundamental
freedoms of women. To strengthen the legal
process and to contribute to the elimination of
violence against women, the United Nations
proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination
of Violence against Women and the Beijing
Declaration and Platform of action’ (International
Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal
Justice Policy, 1999). The term "violence against
women is defined in the 1993 declaration on
the Elimination of Violence against Women

(United Nations, 1994) to mean, “ Any acts of
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gender based violence that results in, or is likely
to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats
of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or in
private life” (p.7).

Article 2 of the UN Declaration (United
Nations, 1994) defined' violence against womer’

to encompass:

(P)hysical, sexual and psychological violence
occurring in the family, including battering,
the

household, dowry-related® violence, marital

sexual abuse of female children in

rape, female genital mutilation and other
traditional practices harmful to women,
non-spousal violence and violence related
to exploitation; physical, sexual and
psychological violence occurring within the
general community, including rape, sexual
abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation
at work, in education institutions and
elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced
prostitution; physical, sexual and psychological
violence perpetrated or condoned by the

State, wherever it occurs. (p.7)

of wviolence

into the

The various manifestations
against women can be divided

following three broad categories:

Violence in the family

Throughout the world, one of the major
areas where violence against women occurs is
their own homes. The offences against women
in the family include wife battering, violence
against children, marital rape, other non-
consensual sexual acts, incest, and forced
prostitution, forcible confinement of women
female foeticide, female

inside the home,

infanticide, female genital mutilation and

different acts covered under domestic violence.
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Violence in the Community

This includes rape, sexual assault, and
sexual harassment, commercialised violence
such as trafficking in women, prostitution,
labour exploitation, pornography and the
exploitation of women migrant workers. In all
these cases, the mandatory element of the

crime 1is force or violence.

Violence by the State

These are offences usually committed by
individuals, either acting on their own or
acting in the belief that they will not be
punished for it despite the presence of legal
provisions protecting the women in detention,
women in armed conflict and women in
refugee situations in most of the countries.

Strictly speaking these are acts of abuse of
power (United Nations, 1994).

Indian Statistics on Violent Crimes and

Crimes Against Women

2002

reveals a total of 1, 47,678 crimes against

Recent Crime in India Statistics,
women reported during 2002, recording an
increase of 2.7% from that of 2001. These
crimes have reported continual increase since
1998 when 1, 31,475 crimes were reported in
1998, signifying 12.3 % increase in 2002 over
1998. Out of the total reported crimes in 2002,
4.6% are dowry deaths, 11.1% are rapes, 9.8%
are kidnapping & abduction, 6.9% are sexual
23.0% are

molestation, 7.6% are under Immoral Traffic

harassment, 33.3% are torture,

Prevention Act, 1.8% is cases under Dowry
Prohibition Act, and others constitute 1.8%.
The Indian Penal Code component of crimes
against women contributed 89% of total crimes
while only 11% were Special and Local Law
crimes against women. (National Crime Records
Bureau, 2002).

The National Crime Records Bureau has
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classified violent crimes into four broad
categories: (1). Violent crimes affecting life,
which include Murder, Culpable homicide not
amounting to murder, Dowry deaths and
Kidnapping & Abduction, (2). Violent crimes
affecting property, which include Dacoity?
Preparation and assembly for Dacoity and
Robbery, (3) Violent crimes affecting public
safety, which include Riots and Arson, and (4)
Violent crimes affecting women which include
Rape.

During the year 2002, the percentage share
of violent crimes reported in India was 12.5%
of the total Indian Penal Code (IPC) crimes.
Such percentage share during 2000 and 2001
was at 13.5 and 13.1 percent respectively. Of
the total 221,810 violent crimes reported
during the year 2002 from the whole country
(including all the States and Union territories),
44.2% were violent crimes affecting life.
Violent crimes affecting property during the
period were 12%; affecting public safety were
36.4%. Violent crimes directed against women
(Rape) were 7.4%. It is significant that the
pattern of total violent crimes during 1998-2002
reveal that except violent crime affecting
women, there has been a general decrease in
the reported incidents of violent crime in the
whole of India. The increase in the violent
crime against women, namely rape was from
5.9% during 1998 to 7.4% during 2002

compared to the previous year. (National
Crime Records Bureau, 2002).

Theoretical Background of Violence

Against Women

When the term "violence," is used, it gives an
understanding of causing pain or aggravated
pain physically to another person but violence
involves several other physical, psychological
and physiological effects on the victim such as

intense fear, trauma of victimization and many
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other consequences both long and short term.
(Roberts, 2002). Pinthus (1982: 2, quoted in
Ramazanoglu, 1987) quoted in Harlow Elizabeth
(1996: 62) (as quoted in Fawcett, Featherstone,
Hearn, & Toft, 1996) states; violence should be
understood by any action or structure that
diminishes another human being; and in
accepting this definition we must see that the
basic structures of our society are violent in
concept. We must recognize the violence built
into many of our institutions such as schools
and places of work in that they are competitive,
hierarchical, non-democratic and at times
unjust” (p.63).

The social structure in Indian society has
been constructed in such a manner inculcating
and justifying violence in the family situations.
It is common place to witness physical
punishment being inflicted on the children by
the parents in many families even today. In a
study conducted in Chennai city in 1995 by the
present researcher among the Chennai Municipal
corporation school children, a very high
percentage of children admitted that they
were physically punished by their parents for a
variety of reasons (Chockalingam & Srinivasan,
1995).
children is not only perpetrated by the father

and the mother on their children but also the

Such behaviour of violence on the

other elder children in the family on their
younger brothers and sisters. In most of such
situations, the purpose or objective of such
physical punishment according to the parents
i1s to correct the erring child. The parents
genuinely believe that they have the power
and duty to enforce such physical punishment
on their children in the interest of the proper
rearing up of children with discipline and good
habits. This belief is reflected in the proverbs
commonly used in several Indian languages

with the same meaning as’ Spare the rod and
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spoil the child’

many elders in the Indian families.

and pursued and practised by

A similar justification to use violence is
perceived and practised against women by the
men in the families. Mostly these men who use
physical violence against women in the families
are husbands on their wives. Many of the
husbands in the Indian society irrespective of
their educational and other socio-economic
background believe that they have the power
and duty to chastise their women and use force
against their wives in the context of a conflict
between husband and wife. Obviously, the
physical violence 1s used as a form of
disapproval of the conduct of the wife by the
husband. This author while addressing a

seminar on “ Violence against women in the
family” among more than two hundred college
students in a University in Southern Tamil
Nadu in India, while he was the Vice Chancellor
of the University asked in 2003 the students to
raise their hands who have not witnessed their
mothers being beaten by their fathers in their
homes during the previous one year, not even
a single student raised his/her hands. This
reflects how the behaviour of violence against
women by men in the families is deep rooted
and institutionalized without any resistance
or with tacit acceptance by the victims
themselves or other members of the families.
In such situations, the victims have no other
option except to tolerate the violence indulged
in by their husbands on them because majority
of such women are completely dependent
economically on their husbands. If some women
attempt to resist, they had to face more severe
physical abuse or other consequences like
abandonment. It is an interesting phenomenon
to note that many times the violence by
husbands on their wives is perpetrated in

front of his mother (mother in law of the wife)
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who grants tacit approval of the behaviour of
her son because of many socio-cultural factors
such as possessive feelings with the son,
feelings of insecurity etc.

The psychological theories explain that
domestic violence is the result of childhood
experiences such as being abused as a child or
due to a variety of personality factors (Brewster,
2002). Many of the offenders involved in
domestic violence might have a childhood with

bitter which

determine their personality in their adulthood

and unpleasant experiences

as a perpetrator in domestic violence. Among
the sociological theories, family systems theory
proposes that all family members play a role in
thé construction and maintenance of a system
of violence and that violent behaviour is
transmitted from generation to generation’ .
(O’ Leary, 1993, p.484 in Chornesky, 2000 as
quoted in Brewster, 2002). Another convincing
explanation of violence is social learning theory
which holds that people learn behaviour
through watching others and modelling their
behaviour. If the behaviour brings the desired
and positive results, that will get reinforced.
Many studies have shown that those who
witnessed marital violence are likely to
experience the same in their lives and may
imitate it in their own personal relationships
(Brewster, 2002) Subculture of violence theory
views that domestic violence happens more
frequently in lower class subcultures mainly
because it is an acceptable way of resolving
conflicts there than in middle class families.
According to resource theory, men have the
advantage of greater financial resources which
makes their female partners more vulnerable.
Those who are not blessed with such resources
may resort to violence as a way to dominate or
control others (Gelles, 1993, as quoted by
Brewster, 2002). Exchange theory (Homans,

1961) views that partners in an intimate
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relationship exchange benefits and services
such as money, love, sex as long as the other
reciprocates with something desirable like
praise, love etc. Over a period of time, one may
use force on the other to gain the desired
benefits and in this process if he succeeds
without facing any negative consequences, he
perceives violence as beneficial means to
attain the ends of his desired goal and will be
more likely to use violence. Feminist theory

explains domestic violence “ on the basis of
traditional gender role -expectations and the
historical imbalance of power between women
and men in a patriarchal society” (Chornesky
2000, p.487 as quoted by Brewster, 2002). In
this perspective, the women will not leave the
home and go because® they lack economic and
political power” (Brewster, 2002)

In every one of the above theoretical
approaches to find an explanation for the
domestic violence, there is some truth in it. As
human behaviour including criminal behaviour
is a consequence of multiple factors which
are individual and sociological, the causal
factors for the behaviour of domestic violence
of an individual has to be examined and
understood in the context of the psychology of
the individual and the myriad social and
environmental factors in which the individual
has been socialized. Therefore, the psychology
child and his childhood

experiences of violence could be the reason for

of an abused

his current behaviour of domestic violence, the
explanation could be found in the social
learning theory or some other explanation for

certain other individuals.
The Way Forward

Several kinds of abuse of women such as
trafficking of women, wife battering and other
forms of domestic violence happening all over

the world have their roots into the subjugation
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of women to secondary place in all walks of life
in the entire human society. The issue of
assigning an inferior position to women in all
the human transactions and interactions and
the perception of women as secondary to men
has an intricate connection to the overt
relations and treatment of women in several
societies even today.

Violence against women is one of the many
manifestations of the main issue of gender and
power relations in Indian society that is deep
rooted for several centuries. The origin of the
Indian idea of appropriate female behaviour
can be traced to the rules laid down by Manu
in 200 B.C. As a young girl, or a young woman,
or even as an aged one, a woman was never
allowed to think or act independently, even
in her own house. A female was always
expected in her childhood to subject to her
father, in youth to her husband and when her
husband is dead to her sons; the dictum was
that a woman must never be independent
(Coonrod, 1998) By a girl, by a young woman,
or even by an aged one, nothing must be
done independently, even in her own house
(Manusmritti V.147).... Her father protects her
in childhood, her husband protects her in
youth and her son protects her in old age; a
is never fit for independence”
(Manusmritti 1X.3) (Mahey in* The Status of
Dalit Women in India’s Caste Based Systent,
on November 15, 2006 from

http://www.arts.usalberta.ca/cms/mahey.pdf).

woman

Retrieved

In fact any crime against women is a concealed
form of reflection of power relations arising
out of role assignment for men and women and
their day today interactions practised, nurtured,
disseminated and developed in Indian society
which has not only been imposed by men but
inadvertently accepted by women themselves
without even realizing that they are deprived

of equal treatment and equality. Even more
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than fifty years of constitutional guarantees of
equality before law granted to women of India
have not been realized in reality. For example,
the most powerful media of cinema in all
languages in India present a picture that
young women who are teased and bullied in
the beginning by the heroes (not villains) are
loved and adored by their lovers (heroines) and
the acts of harassment with protest from the
girl for months finally end in a positive note of
successful relationships and leading to the
hero marrying the heroine who was harassed
on several occasions in the college and
University campus. Is it reality? In real life,
whether women and girls who are harassed by
men would admire their acts as heroic and
would like to have a married life with the one
who were aggressive and abused them? In any
case, the portrayal that the hero indulging in
sexual violence is accepted by the heroine
conveys the unreal if not wrong idea that
sexual violence by the hero is a part of
romance and helps promoting their love
relationship. Media being a most powerful
agency to influence the behaviour of people,
particularly youth through such portrayals not
only hinders the promotion of healthy
relationship between men and women but also
affects the basic concept of equality between
sexes. When such behaviour is perpetrated by
the popular heroes and shown as rewarded
ultimately in the silver screen, they are more
likely to be imitated by the vulnerable sections
of youth according to research on social learning
from media portrayals (Ramasubramanian &
Oliver, 2003).

When the Indian constitution recognizes the
equality of men and women, how is it that in
all official records, in the column asking the

name of the “* Head of the family”, why do we
have a tradition always to write the name of

the man as head of the family? If men and
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women are equal, what are the criteria or
qualifications prescribed for deciding who
should be the head of the family? If the role of
the father or husband as bread winner of the
family makes him qualify for the status of the
head of the family, why even an unemployed
and uneducated man occupies the role of the
head of the family even if his wife is the literal
breadwinner of the family? It is always seen
that the male member such as the father or
the husband alone are ascribed the status of
the head of the family. Why? Is it because we
are conditioned to think and act that only a
man could be the head of the family? There are
many such contradictions which have been
imposed on us for centuries and the behaviours
of the men and women have been conditioned to
accept it. No one has challenged this practice
and we were made to believe that it was the
right way and the only right way to conduct
ourselves. Similarly, a boy or a girl when
admitted in a school, the school authorities
used to enter in the school records the initial of
the father (first letter of the name of the father)
to add as a prefix to the name of the child to
indicate that the child is the son or daughter
of so and so. Recently, the Government of
Tamil Nadu by an Order has passed that a
child can be given the initial of the father or
the mother also and not mandatory of the
father alone. This order was hailed as a big
victory for the Women's Rights Movement in
the state of Tamil Nadu (The Hindu, April 26,
2003).

Now to solve the problem of violence against
women, should we have to wait until all these
inequalities are set right by law and practice?
That will take again several decades, if not
more centuries. If not, how to solve the
problem? This will take a long time to set right
the thinking processes of men and women and

change the customary practices followed for

60

centuries, though there is no doubt that these
things require a drastic change. Women
empowerment is the ultimate solution to usher
in real equality of men and women in theory
and practice. There have been significant
improvements in the position of women in
several sectors such as education, employment,
occupation in positions of power and money
etc. not only in India but in many other
countries, too. Women in ancient India enjoyed
equal status and equal opportunities for
education. In Vedic period before 300 B.C.,
Hindu women enjoyed many rights and were
held in an esteemed place. They inherited and
possessed property and were allowed remarriage
when widowed. During the medieval period
from about 300 B.C. to the beginning of the
Christian era, drastic social changes that
occurred diminished the status of women and
their participation in education, with a prejudice
against women'’s education. The Indian society
has witnessed a situation where girls were not
allowed to go to school for even learning the
basics of education because men thought that
women need no formal education, and women
need only to remain at home to produce
children, to take care of the family and cook
and feed all the members of the family. It is
revealed that for about 2000 years from 200
B.C. to A.D. 1800 the status of Indian women
During the 19th and

20" centuries, due to the progressive ideas of

deteriorated gradually.

many social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan
Rai, Dayanand Saraswati etc., the position of
women got improved. Inhuman practices like

Sati’® by which a Hindu wife being encouraged
to kill herself by self immolation in the funeral
pyre of the husband when the husband died
was abolished. The widow remarriage became
legal. The child marriage was prohibited by a
law and the age of eligibility for marriage was

raised. (Status of Indian Women in Different
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Eras, 2006). In the post-independent period in
India after 1947, there were changes on the
Governmental policies on women's education
which have resulted in several changes in the
life of Indian women. Women education and
enrolment of women in higher education
increased remarkably (UNESCO, 1998). Now
the women have realized that they had been
subjected to blatant injustices by men for
centuries, denying the rights which they are
entitled to as per the constitution. This has led
to a big struggle and a movement for achieving
the rights of women with a reservation to the
Local Self Governing Institutions, besides the
State legislatures and Union Parliament. In
1994 and 1995, the first round of elections to the
Panchayats was held and nearly one million
women took part in the electoral politics of
local self government. This was possible only
because of the statutory representation
provided to the women under the law and
approximately 40% of women who got elected
to these bodies hail from marginalized sections
and communities. After this the women's
struggle to get one-third representation in the
state legislatures and the Union Parliament
has become more vociferous in the last couple
of years (Vasanthi, 2002). However, we cannot
wait until the full realization of the rights of
women for the violence against women to stop.
We have to make a multi-pronged attack on the
problem simultaneously, taking legal measures,
administrative measures, Judicial action, action
by Civil society and NGOs, Media publicity
and creating public opinion, actions by the
National and State Commissions on Women and
National and State Human Rights Commissions
and the regulation of behaviour by informal
social control mechanisms through agencies
like family, school, institutions of higher
education, and affording protection through

formal social control mechanisms like police
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and courts.
Empowerment of Women

If we want to usher in a society where
there will be no violence against women or
the incidence of violence against women is
less, we have to empower women which
include a very important aspect of economic
the Nobel

Laureate in Economics in 2002 views that

empowerment. Amartya Sen,
empirical studies have confirmed how the
respect and regard for women's well-being
is strongly influenced by variables such
as women's ability to earn an income by
to find

employment outside their homes, to have

themselves, income generating
ownership rights, and to have literacy and be
educated participants in decision making
the family (World
Economic Forum, 2002; Aksornkool, 2005).

One of the aspects of power relations is the

within and outside

possession of wealth and legal ownership of
property. For centuries in many human
societies, women were not treated equal to
men in owning property or owning the wealth
or economic resources of the family and the
nation. This makes them weaker not only in
the perception of the men but also in their own
self perception and self esteem. If women own
wealth or property legally, it is possible that
their self esteem improves and the fear of and
dependence on their spouses will become
lesser. For example a house property or
income generating landed property in the
name of a woman gives her an economic
guarantee of rehabilitation in a situation of
desertion or abandonment by the husband as a
consequence of resistance to spousal violence.
The findings of a study (Agarwal & Panda,
2003) conducted in the state of Kerala has

shown that economic empowerment of women

have reduced their wvulnerability to violence
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mainly because these alternatives have given
a sense of security, confidence and strength
and an alternative option though the women
may not and need not use that option in
reality. In their research on spousal violence
in Kerala, a highly literate society with more
awareness among women, found that ownership
of property by women was associated with a
significantly lower incidence of both long-term
and current physical and psychological
violence. In this study, 49% of women who
owned neither land nor house had suffered
long-term physical violence compared with
18% and 10% respectively of those who owned
either a land or a house, and 7% of those who
owned both. It was further revealing that the
effect of ownership of property was more
dramatic as it was found that while 84% of the
women who did not own any property were
subjected to such abuse, only 16% of the
women who owned land and a house suffered

This study thus that

ownership of immovable property by women

violence. shows
served as a protection against spousal violence
in all forms. Most importantly the ownership
of such property gives an option to escape from
violence in an 1imminent situation, if it
happens.

Historically, Indian laws of inheritance were
always not impartial to women (Coonrod,
1998). Even in the family, when the resources
of the father are partitioned, the women were
not entitled to equal share like sons. We need
many reforms in the laws of inheritance, laws
on right to share of the parental property. May
be we have to find ways and means to make
men think of women to own properties and
wealth. For example, the Chief Minister of the
State Government of Delhi Sheila Dikshit
announced on the occasion of the International

Women' s Day the government’'s decision to

introduce a new incentive whereby residential
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property in the name of women in Delhi would
get house tax benefits by way of lower taxation
rates. By this decision, any house in the name
of women will attract a lower rate of house tax,
she said while celebrating the International
Women’s Day with the girls from slums and
resettlement colonies. The aim of this
concession to women was that this would
encourage more men and families to make
women owners of immovable property which is
a path for empowerment of women (NCR

Tribune On Line Edition, 2003).

New Law to Prevent Domestic Violence

in India

After a struggle for about sixteen years
by many non-governmental and women's
organizations in India, the Indian Parliament
passed the' Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005’ in August 2005,
which could be considered as a landmark in
the history of the status of women in India as
this law grants certain important rights to
women to protect them from violence in the
home environment for the first time. Though
the bill was assented to by the President of
India on September 13, 2005, its implementation
was kept pending until the rules under
this law were also framed after detailed
consultations with the State governments and
other agencies. As the law 1is a central
legislation, it is applicable to the entire women
of India. This Act which came into vogue on
October 26, 2006 is a comprehensive law which
include

has defined domestic violence to

physical, sexual, psychological, verbal,
emotional or economic abuse, either actual or
even threat of such abuse. The Act aims to
provide protection from violence to not only
married women who are related to the abuser
by marriage but other women within a shared

household, such as sisters, mothers, children,
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widows and the single women living with the
abuser. The Act defines the two important

“

terms, namely “ aggrieved person” and
respondent” as follows! aggrieved person” as
any woman who is, or has been, in a domestic
relationship with the respondent and who
alleges to have been subjected to any act
of domestic violence by the respondent;
respondent” as any adult male person who is,
or has been, in a domestic relationship with
the aggrieved person and against whom the
aggrieved person has sought any relief under
this Act. The most important protection given
to victims of domestic violence under this law
is that the' respondent’ cannot until the
disposal of the case prohibit the continued
access of the aggrieved party to the resources/
facilities to which she is entitled by virtue of
her relationship with the abuser, including
access to shared household. This gives an
immediate relief to the victims as the abused
woman cannot be thrown out of the house or
deprived of resources/ facilities when there
1s a dispute between the parties. A woman who
is aggrieved under this Act can bring her
victimization to the notice of Service Providers’
who are registered NGOs recognized by the
Government to provide assistance or give a
complaint to the Magistrate directly. The
magistrate after an enquiry on the matter
with the parties to the dispute, if convinced
that an act of domestic violence has been
perpetrated, he can pass a* Protection Order’
prohibiting the ‘' respondent’ from further
engaging in the acts of domestic violence. The
Magistrate can pass directions for monetary
relief which include but not limited to the loss
of earnings, the medical expenses, the losses
caused by destruction or removal of any
the

maintenance of aggrieved person as well as her

property from the aggrieved person,

children and also direct the respondent to stay
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away from the shared household. A violation of
the protection order of the Magistrate by the
respondent is an offence which attracts the
punishment of imprisonment unto one year or
a fine upto Rs.20000/. The law also envisages
for the appointment of Protection Officers and
private service providers to help the victims of
domestic violence get medical and legal aid
and a safe place to stay. Many women's
organizations and human rights activists have
hailed this as a victory for the long pending
demand for justice to Indian women. But there
has been mixed reactions for the law among
the men as some of the provisions could be
abused against men by the police. But it is
a welcome relief to millions of genuinely
affected victims of domestic violence in India
(Government of India, 2006; Raghavan, 2006).

Regulatory Framework

While

enactment of new laws should take place

many such reforms including
to raise the status of women and help to
realize the vision of empowerment of women,
governmental responses through regulatory
framework should also be identified, improved
and monitored continuously wherever there
are violations of women's rights. For example,
fool proof and comprehensive legal mechanisms
to prevent sexual harassment and also to
deal with the wrong doers with deterrent
punishment should be evolved. Mandatory
Committees to make enquiries, investigation,
analysis and conclusion while dealing with
complaints of sexual harassment should have
more than adequate representation of women,
besides men of integrity. Witness protection is
a very important area to be strengthened as
witnesses turn hostile on many occasions and
victims withdraw their complaints because of

threats and promises by the offender and his

men. In suitable circumstances, the adequate
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police protection of witnesses should be sought
the the

investigation and enquiry was over without

from beginning until whole

any interference or threat from any source.

Role of NGOs and other Civil Society

Organizations

Civil society organizations, NGOs, women
and human rights activists should all raise
their voice and condemn the act of violence
against women in one collective voice. The
media has a very important role to build public
opinion to condemn the act of violence against
women, wherever it happens and in whatever
form it is called and known. Many forgotten
delinquent acts of powerful individuals covered
up initially have been brought to light by
repeated writings by the media and creating
public opinion to condemn it, with the full
cooperation of NGOs and other civil society
organizations. National Commission of Women
and National Human Rights Commission and
their state branches have a significant role to
interfere and support the victims in various
ways including creation of awareness and
suggesting proposals of amendments of existing
laws by the legislatures and Parliament to

empower women.
Protection at Any Cost

While all the above activities are to be
undertaken simultaneously to render justice to
women, it should not be on any occasion at the
cost of protection of women. Safety and security
of women should be the primary concern of all
institutions where women participate either
for work or for study in an institutional
environment. But what is most important is
that even in the name of protection of women;
acts of disempowerment of women should not
be resorted to. For example, the recent order of

the Anna University in Chennai that women
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should come to the University only in two

particular kinds of dresses, viz.,, sari or
chuddar and not in jeans or any other dress
and one of the reasons attributed by a section
of the people for such a dress code for women
as imposed by the University notification was
that it would reduce sexual harassment. There
has been lot of debates going on among women
for and against the argument that a decent
(which
protects
(Chauddhary, 2005; Girija, 2005; Pandey, 2005;

Sudersan, 2005). Essentializing culture and

dress itself is highly subjective)

women from sexual harassment

making moral arguments that women’s
wearing saris or chuddar is good and wearing
jeans is bad is tantamount to empowering the
harassers and disempowering the women who
are the victims of sexual harassment. First of
all, it is violation of the personal liberty of an
individual which the

guaranteed. Secondly, no studies have made

Constitution has

any conclusive proof that particular dresses
exclusively have made some people victims or
some other types of dress have granted
protection to women without being victims of
crime. It is all the perception of people which
besides many other factors determine their
behaviour. Therefore, such type of perverted
thinking without any scientific and factual
reasons has to be changed. Even for the
purpose of protection of women, such value
judgement interfering with the basic rights of
women is not desirable as it will empower only
the offenders and will weaken and dis-
empower the victims by failing to address the

real issue.
Conclusion

Violence against other human beings has
been prevailing throughout the world since the
history of human evolution. Among the

different sections of humans, the women
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happen to be the single group who have been
largely victimized in all nations of the world.
Victimology studies the causes, processes,
prevention, protection and treatment of
victims. The UN Declaration on the Basic
Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and
Abuse of Power is & magna carta’ for victims
which provide a comprehensive definition of
Rights
Organizations and other institutions have
studied the

perpetrated against women

victims. International Human

victimization of violence
in different
countries and documented it. This has helped
the United Nations and the NGOs working in
the field of women’'s welfare and their human
rights to examine the issue more deeply and
suggest the measures to be taken at the
national and international level to contain the
violence against women in its different forms
and situations in which it occurs. Even among
the women who constitute the largest majority
of a group who suffer victimization due to
violence, the worst affected are the women
from the developing countries because of
several factors like illiteracy, poverty, lack of
awareness of their rights even though there
are laws which confer so many rights on
women, lack of economic empowerment etc.
Several studies have found that illiteracy and
complete economic dependence on men for
their survival in the families are some of
the key factors which make women to tolerate
violence against them. Many cultural and
social practices relating to the status of
women in these societies also reinforce their
victimization. The cause of emancipation of
women from their traditional submissive and
victimized role with the objective of empowering
them with more knowledge about their rights
and exploring more avenues of economic
independence has been taken up by many

NGOs nationally and internationally. Two
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recent developments have increased the hope
of protection and relief for women from
One

struggle and active efforts by the women's

violence in India. i1s the consistent
organizations to get more political power in
the form of representations by reservation of a
certain percentage of seats in the political
institutions of law making bodies. Women
have succeeded in getting representation into
the local self government in the last decade.
The

reservation for women in the Indian Parliament

struggle continues for getting the
and the state legislatures which is likely to
happen soon and this will pave way for
empowering women with political power and
economic power which would lead to more
protection and relief from violence against
women. The other is the new law on Protection
of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
which aims to provide immediate relief to
domestic violence and related problems faced
by the women in their homes. The benefit of
this new law will reach women victims and
potential victims only if awareness through
various means is created at the national to the

village level.
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Endnotes

1' Dowry’ is an archaic marriage custom where the

bride or her family is required to give a gift of
money or valuable goods to the groom or his
family. In some areas, the size of the dowry is
directly proportional to the social standing, thus
making it very difficult, if not impossible for lower
class women to marry into upper class families. If
the family of the bridegroom is not contended with
the amount of dowry, the bride is harassed in
many ways at her in-law’s house, after the
marriage. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

penalizes both giving and receiving dowry.

2 ' Dacoity’ is an aggravated form of the offence of

robbery. The Indian Penal Code defines dacoity as
“ when five or more persons conjointly” commit
or attempt to commit a robbery, or where the
whole number of persons conjointly committing or
attempting to commit a robbery, and persons
present and aiding such commission or attempts,
amount to five or more, every person so

committing, attempting or aiding, is said to

commit dacoity” .

3 ' Sati’ is a Hindu custom, in which the dead

man's widow immolates herself on her husband’s

funeral pyre and the term is derived from the
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original name of a goddess, who immolated the widow herself. This practice is prohibited by
herself, unable to bear the humiliation of her the law known as' The Commission of Sati
living husband. The term is also used to refer to (Prevention) Act, 1987 .
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Abstract . Victimology and the Creation of Social Reality: Victimology-Victim-Victimization-
Branches of Victimology and Creation of Social Reality This paper will explore the concept and
process of the creation of social reality as it relates to the terms “ victim” and“ victimization”. To
comprehend these terms the focus fell on defining victimology and the different aspects of
victimization. These definitions are then followed by a description of the theory of the creation of
socia reality and how this theory relates to victimology. In conclusion the author states that this
theory is a very useful tool in defining the process of victimization on a micro and macro
victimological level. Since the dawn of human history, human interaction has been marred with
exploits of crime, war and victimization®. Only during the Enlightenment period in Western Europe
during the 17" and 18" centuries did concepts such as human rights and® modern”, “ humane”
criminal justice systems enter the general discourse of society?. Unfortunately, it took another 150
years for the victim of man’s inhumanity to his fellow human being to be re-addressed by social
scientists, philosophers and policy makers. This re-awakening of the victim and victim issues can
partly be seen due to the emergence of Victimology as a science.

Key words : Victimology, Victimization, Branches of Victimology, Victim, Creation of Social Reality

1 Defining Victimol analytical psychology, rhetoric and religion.
efining Victimolo
& &y However, in the context in which logos is used

What is Victimology? To start to scratch the in the word victimology it denotes the direction
surface of victimology, one needs to first towards anabstractunderstandingofthe victim.
understand what the word *“ victimology Thé' ology”*® suffix in the word' victimology” means
means. The word victimology” consists of two “ the study of”. Thus, the word victimology
words namely, “ victima” from the Latin literally meand the theoretical (abstract)
language and “ logos” from the Greek study about victims”°.
language®.

“ Victima” in itself translates into the English However, this definition of the word only
word for victim. Logos is a word with various states that Victimology denotes the scientific,
meanings‘. It is often translated into English theoretical study of the victim. It does not
as "Word" but can also mean thought, speech, state what types of victims are studied nor
reason, proportion, principle, standard, or logic. does it address how this study of the victim
It has varied uses in the fields of philosophy, came into reality.

Jaco Barkhuizen
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According to Kuhn’, all science and scientific
thinking i1s nothing more than a specific
construction of social reality®. All scientific
thoughts and paradigms determine different
realities. However, these scientific thoughts
and paradigms were shaped by previous
events and social realities. Thus, 1t 1is
important in the discussion of any science to
look at the precedents that formed this type of

discourse.

Victimology text books®, monographs® and
journal series™ all refer to & golden age” of the
victim. This term was the creation of Stephen
Schafer, and he is considered to be the first
person to refer to this time as a “ golden age”
in a scholarly work®. Thid golden age” was a
time when victims were seen to have played a
leading role in the resolution of crime and
criminal matters. These® golden age” societies
had established schemes® that enabled the
victim or the victims’ family (in the case of the
death of the victim) to receive payments for the
losses occurred from the person or the persons’
family who victimized them®. However, due to
the growth of the State authority, these
systems and the victim’s role in the resolution
of criminal matters was subsequently pushed

to the side®.

It took a couple of centuries for the victim to
become the focus of debate again. According to
Kirchhoff* the first known academic thought
and philosophical discussion of the victim came
from Cesar Beccaria. Kirchhoff states that,
even though Beccaria is seen as the father of
Classical Criminology, one can read Beccaria's
work through the eyes of a Victimologist. According
to this author in Beccaria’'s work' one can find
a clear engagement on the side of the victims,
the powerless”". However, Kirchhoff also states

that* Certainly it would be overstated to call
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Beccaria an early victimologist. He is a precursor’

Thus the question arises:* who are the early
victimologists? It has been widely regarded
that Benjamin Mendelsohn was the first
person to use the word“ Victimology” in a
speech he gave in 1947. However, due to the
fact that this paper was never printed, a lot of
controversy® still remains regarding who the

founding father of victimology 1is.

Frederick

Wertham in a sensationalistic book on forensic

To make matters worse,

psychiatry® is said to have coined the term

“ ” 20

victimology

Even though this controversy still remains it
is generally agreed that due to the pioneering
work done by Hans von Hentig® that he is the
modern, scientifically based founding father of
the science of Victimology. Von Hentig is also
the founding father of one of the three definitions
of study in Victimology. These three branches
in Victimology will be addressed in the

following section.

The three definitions of Victimology
Due to the complexity associated with the
question® who is the victim? ", three separate
but equal definitions developed in the science
of Victimology. These three definitions of
inquiry are:
- Special victimology
- General victimology and
- Victimology of human rights violations
including crime.
In figure 1 a flow chart is given to illustrate
how these three definitions form part of the

bigger science that is Victimology.

In the next subsection of this paper Special

victimology will fall under the spotlight.
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Victimology as a
Selence

IS " > - L o

Bpecial Victimealogy General Victimology Victimelogy of Human
| : . rights violations

induding crime

Figure 1. Victimology and the three definitions of inquiry

-Special Victimology In the famous Colzea speech of 1947 he

The definition of special victimology was demanded that victimology should focus on all
developed by Hans von Hentig, one of the victims, their suffering and on treating these
earliest pioneers in this science. The basic victims®*. Mendelsohn was also the first
premise of this definition of victimology is that victimologist to suggest that there should be
any victimological exploration and research victimological clinics that should address
should be done under the auspices of victim needs?®.

Criminology. Thus, succinctly put, all special

victimological research focuses on victims of The scope of general victimology
crime. Mendelsohn describes as very broad. It covers
on:

Criticism?® directed at this definition of - The victim of a criminal
Victimology is plentiful. The main concern - The victim of oneself
with the criticism labeled at this branch of - Victim of the social environment
Victimology is that its focus solely on crime - Victim of technology and the
victims severely impedes any other relevant - Victim of the natural environment.

research in the field, e.g. on non crime victims.

In related criticism, this dependency on crime Accordingly this broad categorization of who
victims makes this branch of science seem constitutes a victim, has gathered criticism.
“ superfluous”®. According to this argument, According to Kirchhoff #®, this category of
what this branch of Victimology researches, “ victim” is so broad that the meaning of what
Criminology already researched. Due to this constitute a victim becomes empty. Especially
definition’s limited focus and construct of who the category regarding’ the victim of oneself”
constitutes a victim, the next definition of is superfluous. Kirchhoff defines victimization
victimology, which is more inclusive, will be as an invasion into the Self of the Victim?; thus
addressed. this author argues that this category regarding
“ the victim of oneself " defies all logical tenets

-General Victimology for it seems highly illogical for an individual to
Mendelsohn is seen as the founder of the experience an invasion into the Self if the
general victimology definition in Victimology. individual is the one invading his/her own Self.
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As seen in the previous paragraphs, Special
Victimology is very restrictive in its definition
of the victim and General Victimology includes
too broad a definition of what constitute
victimhood. A definition in Victimology is
needed that is not as wide in its definition of
the victim as General Victimology and not as
restrictive as in its definition as is found in

Special Victimology.

-Victimology of Human Rights Violations
including Crime
In the later half of the 20"

Victimology as a science started to look at

century,
Human Rights Violations. Human rights
refers to the concept of human beings as
having universal rights, or status, regardless
of legal jurisdiction or other localizing factors,
such as ethnicity, nationality, and sex. As is
evident in the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights®, human rights,
at least in the post- second war period, are
conceptualized as based on inherent human
universal and

dignity, retaining their

inalienable character.

The existence, validity and the content of
human rights continue to be the subject to
debate in philosophy and political science.
Legally, human rights are defined in
international law and covenants, and further,

in the domestic laws of many states.

Human Rights Violation is abuse of people
in a way that it abuses any fundamental human
rights. It is a term used when a government or
a national or international institution violates
national or international law related to the
protection of human rights. According to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

fundamental human rights are violated when:
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A certain race, creed, or group is denied
recognition as a "person". (Article 2)

Men and women are not treated as equal.
(Article 2)

Different racial or religious groups are not
treated as equal. (Article 2)

Life,
threatened. (Article 3)

A person is sold as or used as a slave.
(Article 4)

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment is

liberty or security of persons 1is

used on a person (such as torture or
execution). (Article 5)

Punishments are dealt arbitrarily or
unilaterally, without a proper and fair trial.

(Article 11)

Arbitrary interference into personal or
private lives by agents of the state. (Article
12)

Citizens are forbidden to leave or return to
their country. (Article 13)

Freedom of speech or religion (including the
right to change religion or belief i.e. convert
to another religion) are denied. (Articles 18
& 19)

The right to join a trade union is denied.
(Article 23)

Education is denied. (Article 26) *

Elias® and Neuman® are of the first social
scientists to combine the field of Victimology
with the emerging field of Human rights
violations and international world power
distribution. Crime in itself is also seen as a
Human Rights violation due to the fact that it
is a violation of Article 3 of the United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights. In this branch
of Victimology, the definition of victim” is not
as broad as general victimology and not as
restrictive as Special victimology. In essence,
the third definition of Victimology is the most

comprehensive definition in this science. Not
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only does it address victims of crime (Special
Victimology), it also includes other non-crime
related victims in its categorization (General
Victimology) and it seems to be grounded in
United

Nations Declaration of Human Rights).

international jurisprudence (the

It should be noted that even though these
three definitions in victimology differ in their
definition of* wvictim” , all three branches are
interested in the process of becoming a victim.
All three branches also look at which
institutional, social, individual and group
conditions lead to the process of becoming a
victim. Succinctly stated, all three branches
look at the processes and institutions that lead

to victimization.

All three branches

Victimology as a science also explore reactions

in Victimology and

to victims and reactions to victimization. It also
looks at how these reactions are influenced by

the general atmosphere in a given society.

Thus, on a meta-level Victimology can be
defined as: the scientific study of the victim of
Human Rights Violations (including crime), of

victimization and of reactions of both®.

However, the question remains, how do
these reactions come into being? How do these
reactions influence the society in which it
happens? These questions should be addressed
when research is conducted in Victimology.
These reactions do not come into existence
suddenly and their influence on the general
society is not limited. To address how these
reactions come into being and how it
influences society, the focus should fall on how

the social reality of the society is constructed.
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2 The social construction of reality

According to the theory of social construction
of reality, all reality as we understand it is
created by consensus. In simplified terms
"whatever people believe to be real will be real

"a3

in its consequences"*. Thus if society believes a
certain "victimization" act has no victimizing
properties, then such an act is not victimizing.
Even if the victim feels victimized, people will
still believe that such an act is harmless. This
is what is meant by reality by consensus. It
should be noted that consensual reality is the

only operative reality that most people have.

Why construction?

As individuals and as a group we build a
picture of reality out of different information
We

information. This information is passed down

available to wus. do not invent this

to us.

Why social construction?

The

Iinteractions with others and thé truth” as was

information we use 1is collected in
taught by family, friends or society in general.

Thus it is a social definition of reality.

According to Mauss* consensual reality can
be divided into 2 types. These two types are:
formal and informal consensual reality. He
mentions media in passing. It should be noted
that Mauss wrote his book before the advent of
24hour news channels and the internet.
Therefore it is this researcher’s contention
that consensual reality can be divided into
three types. Three types of social construction
of reality are as follows:

- 1 Formal
- 2 Informal
- 3 Media

These three forms of reality are always in
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constant influence with each other. The one
form can not influence the society without the
help of the other forms of reality. For an
illustration on the influence of these three
forms of reality on each other and the society,

see figure 2.

Formal reality will be defined below as well
as a brief description of how formal reality has
an influence on victimization® as found in

Japan.

Formal consensual reality:

This form of consensual reality originates
from persons orinstitutions generally considered
to be authorities. These authorities’ include
parents, government, religious leaders® and so
called”

want to keep the social reality as is because if

" 37

experts These authorities usually

the status quo is upset these institutions lose

their ability to control the society.

Tl il

L& 1T}

In Japan there is a pervasive and ideologically
enforced consensual reality based on the ideas
of Nihonjinron®. Nihonjinron is seen as an
effective ideology by those in control within
Japan to maintain social order®. Nihonjinron
ideology states that Japanese culture is part of
This

ideology also encourages the general Japanese

the whole biology of being Japanese.

society to define reality as either nihonteki
(culturally, ethnically or racially Japanese) or
non-Japanese. This ideology also states that
some behavior is so uniquely* Japanese” that
trying to stop such behavior is an attack on the

culture and the essence of being Japanese®.

Nihonjinron also states that the group is
more important than the individual and that
the individuals in a group should sacrifice
personal liberties so that the group can function
effectively. Once in a group, individualistic
not

needs and preferences are seen as

Modic

Society in
seneral

Figure 2. The three forms of Social Reality
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productive for the group and speaking out
against individual injustices, such as being
victimized is seen as threatening to the group.
A Japanese individual who does speak out is
thought to be acting in a non-Japanese
manner and will be either ostracized” or
admonished for this non-compliance to the

group.

Trying to stop victimization in the group
means upsetting the group and thus acting in a
non-Japanese manner towards a“ Japanese”
problem. This idea of maintenance of the
Japanese group ideal can also be seen in the
backlash of complaints by men and woman

when woman-only carriages were introduced .

What makes the ideology of Nihonjinron
unique in the understanding of the creation of
social reality and victimization in Japan is
that it also shapes the informal consensual

reality in Japan.

Informal consensual reality:

Informal consensual reality can be defined as
certaiff truths” which can be found in folklore,
myth, anecdotes and certain episodes. As
previously stated the Nihonjinron ideology
encapsulate both the formal and informal
consensual reality. An example of this can be
seen in the pseudoscientific belief that one’s
determine personality

blood group can

characteristics and love life®. Even when
scientific study indicated the contrary, this
belief already became entrenched in the
informal consensual reality as a truth.
Another one of these informal” truths” that
can be seen as directly linked to the actions of
train molesters® is the informal myth that it is
in a man's nature to be overtly sexual. When
not working/at home or out with friends

overtly sexual behavior is informally expected.

7

In Japan this is referred to as being Sukebei.

Sukeber

lecherous, lustful person® and is a crude term.

translates into being a lewd,
A man touching the body of a woman in public
or in a hostess club will refer to himself as a
sukebei®. Referring to himself as such serves a
duel purpose. It absolves the man from his
actions and it informs the woman (victim) not
to take his action seriously because he has

informed her that he is a sukebei.

This informal sukebei ideal is also found to
be repeated by Japanese media. In the next
section, the Media and its contribution to
sexual victimization of females on the public

train system will be addressed.

Media:

Media disseminates information and ideas,
and therefore spreads consensual reality of all
kinds. Media sources includes' creative effects’
when reporting“ objective reality” e.g. playing
certain types of mood music with certain
stories or blurring the face and the handcuffs”

of the suspect.

In Japan there is a large amount of media
dedicated to sexual victimization of females on
train carriages. However, most of these media
are not victim orientated. After an exhaustive
search the researcher found hundreds of
pornographic movies®, anime®, computer and
console games® and manga® focused on being
a chikan or on the act of sexually victimizing

women on the train system.

Even though there is a large amount of
these media available® most of these forms of
media follow the same story format.

The story format can be summarized as

follows: A person (usually a man) sees a good
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looking woman standing in a train. He is
overcome with a sukebei sexual desire and
moves closer to the woman. Once he is in
position, he starts to touch and fondle the
woman. At first the woman resists and begs the
man to stop. However, the man overpowers her
and she starts to enjoy what the man is doing
to her. Once the train stops the woman invites
the molester to her place, where full scale

sexual intercourse ensues.

The preceding description of the story line is
also a major sexual fantasy reported by the
chikan on the internet message boards®. Thus
not only do the media exploit the plight of
these victims and negate their experiences but
it also reinforces the prevalent belief, among
the offenders, that the victims actually enjoy
being sexually molested and that their

protestation is just for “ show”.

As previously stated, all three forms of the
social reality influence both the macro and
micro level of the society. However, it should
also be noted that the three forms of social
reality are in a continuous loop, each affecting
the other. In other words, what happens in one
sphere, affects (either positively or negatively)
the other two spheres. For a diagrammatical

representation of this continuous loop, see

figure 3.

As stated all reality (whether it is social or
physical reality) is a social product. It is
constructed by people and groups to fit with
their traditions and/or with their interests. As
researchers and victimologists dealing in
victimization, we have to deal with different
constructions of reality. Different realities are
created:

- by victims

- by their social environment

- by the public concerned, for example:
the transportation system
the family and friends of the victims
the criminal justice system

and the support systems.

It is this author’s contention that studying
the social reality of the victim and the social
reality that allows victimization to happen

should be of paramount importance.
3 Conclusion

As stated, Victimology as a science looks at
the victims of Human Rights violations
(including crime), of victimization and of
reactions of both*. These reactions that form
part of the scientific discourse, do not come

into existence suddenly and their influence on

Formal Reality
— Media o T
st r;_'-.__., U, G,
- ¥ -.-' s
."'_. o . ".
o W i e - -\.'I

Figure 3. The Continuous loop of Social Reality
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the general society is not limited. It is this
author’ s contention that it is of paramount
importance to not only study the victim and
victimization, but also to look at which social
processes and realities in the society makes it
easier for victimization to occur. The theory of
Social Construction of Reality, which can
define the reality and counter reality of society
and the victim on a micro and macro
victimological level, appears to be ideally

suited for this goal.
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Abstract . Youth's Vocational Motives and Occupation Status in Taiwan |n this research, | studied
how youth's vocational motives influenced their occupational status and income achievements by
referring the Self-Efficacy Theory. One of the hypothesis is the development of self-efficacy gives
youth the possibility to achieve a higher occupational status than their parent’s. In the covariance
structure analysis, self-efficacy exerted stronger influence on their transition than their educational
backgrounds and father's occupational status. When educational backgrounds and father's
occupational status were controlled, self-efficacy still showed strong influence on achievement of the
youth's occupational status, but did not find a significant difference in income in the multiple
regression analysis. In the Occupational Status Model analysis including the factors of educational
backgrounds and father's occupational status, the effect of self-efficacy was relatively decreased by
those factors. In the Income Mode analysis, the significant difference of self-efficacy was not
recognized statistically, but the youth’s work experience and educational backgrounds were main
determinants of their income. In conclusion, the development of self-efficacy has an influence on the
achievement of youth’s occupational status and gives them the possibility to achieve a higher
occupational status than their parent’s the hypothesis has been confirmed in this research.

Key words : Self-Efficacy, Occupational Status, Income, Educational Background

2000, p.138

A Giddens 1984 U.Beck 1986 1998
Reflexive Modernization

agent

Tung Chuang-Gene

83



Hackett, 1985 1995 1997

Hackett and Betz, 1990 Hackett et al., 1992 2
Elder, 1995 1997 , 2001 2003 2004 2 1 Self-Efficacy Theory
, 2003 , 1997
A.Bandura
, 2006b
Bandura, 1985, p.104
1 Performance
Accomplishments 2 Vicarious
Experience 3 Verbal Persuasion
4 Emotional Arousal
Bandura
, 2006a 1977
1
2 3
PERSCH BEHAYICH OUTCOME

i | ' iTH ! * o=

CUTCOME

[ EFFICACY | i !
| OEPECTATIONG | | EXPECTATIONG |
P s | P EEEE |

1

Bandura, Albert 1977 . Self-efficacy : Toward a Unifying Theory of Behavioral Change,
Psychological Review, 84 2 , p.193

84



Efficacy

Expectations Efficacy Expectations gender socialization
2001 2003 2003
: 1 G. Hacket 1985 1990 1992 1995 1997

response-outcome expectancies

certainty of success

, 2001 2003
, 2001
, 2003
Bandura, 1982 1985 2004

1995 1997

2005
Career Self-Efficacy Ability

Vocational Interests Hackett
and Betz, 1990
Hackett, 1995 ¢
1997, p.208 s
G.Hacket 1985 1990
1992 1995 1997
2005

2005

85



G.Hackett

Hackett, 1995 1997, p.224

1995 1997, p.44

G.H.Elder 1995 1997

2001 2003 2004 2003
1997

Elder,

Operational Definition

2006a 2006b

86



4

2

1996
1
3
Status
SSM

2001

Occupational

, 1999

87

1999

1992

Erikson, Goldthorpe, and Portocarero EGP

EGP
, 2004
, 1999 EGP 6
2
1
10
1
2 4
3 3
4 2
5 2
6 2
7 2
8 2
9 1
O —_—
1992 7



30

2 EGP
2004 1999 EGP 6
high non-manual
routine non-manual
self-employed
skilled manual
unskilled manual
farm
EGP
1 1.0
1 2 3 49.891
2 4
3 1
4
9 5
5
4
2 1
a
0.82
0.88
34
104 6
50 2
13
2
20056 9 15 2006 3
1200
569 47.2
1

13

88



232 40.8 337 59.2 5.84
8 1.4 137 24.1
157 27.6 278 48.9
118 20.7 99 17.4
245 43.1 12 2.1
39 6.9 41 7.2
0.0 2 0.4
2 0.4 169 29.7
15 19 19 3.3 273 48.0
20 24 120 21.1 17 3.0
25 29 216 38.0 25 4.4
30 34 198 34.8 6 1.1
16 2.8 79 13.9
10000 12 2.1 96 16.9
10000 19999 98 17.2 57 10.0
20000 29999 168 29.5 71 12.5
30000 39999 152 26.7 47 8.3
40000 49999 56 9.8 38 6.7
50000 59999 34 6.0 260 45.7
60000 8 1.4 170 29.9
41 7.2 107 18.8
30 2 0.4 155 27.2
40 49 0 0.0 73 12.8
50 59 4 0.7 42 7.4
60 69 48 8.4 5 0.9
70 79 155 27.2 1 0.2
80 89 263 46.2 16 2.8
90 26 4.6
71 12.5 569
4
1 2
1 a =0.82

12 .790 .243

11 .756 .152

.626 .293

.618 .354

.589 .439

13 .583 .410

10 .495 .346

5 .493 .335

2 a =0.88

6 .243 .745

9 .263 .654

7 .203 .624

4 .330 .590

8 .399 .546

3.581 2.905

27.545 22.346

27.545 49.891

Kaiser

89




, 2001 , 2002 ,
2003
2
Critical Ratio
1.96 5
, 2002
GFI Goodness
of Fit Index AGFI Adjusted GFI

1
AIC Akaike Information

RMSEA Root Mean Square
Error of Approximation 2
0.08
0.1
5
GFI 0.902 AGFI 0.869 RMSEA
0.069

GFI | AGFI

AIC |RMSEA
2

259404 | 115 .000 | .902 .869 |335404| .069

Critical Ratio

90

0.20

-0.37
0.31

0.28



*%

1 0.1 1 5
2 N=262
[ A4.564
e L — mIR
" Lz e
i 3,313 -
‘:"____1-:“__ T 2018
1% 5.2 s By S #.EE
1.5 e
1.4
it
.2 I -0F— EHFL-D5— THRLEDA PAF— XTI RFRS-

R il e LR

, 1979
0.307 p 0.001

, 1979

91



6
7
4
5
5
=4
=3
=2
1
60000 =7
50000 59999 6
40000 49999 =5
30000 39999 =4
20000 29999 =3
10000 19999 =2
9999 1
7
j— =6 =9
=12 =14
=16 =18 =21
4 — =4
=3
=2
=1
=5
=4
= =2
=1

92

2

B
B

1
1
2
1
B 0.208 p 0.05
-0.264 p 0.01
0.242 p 0.01
2
3
B 0.255 p 0.001
2
1



B

0.279 p 0.001

0.209 p 0.001

0.01

B

B

0.348 p 0.001
B 0.371 p 0.001

0.124 p

2006a 2006
7
1 2 3 1 2 3
B B B B B B
0.136™" 0.110 0.059 0.151** 0.157¢ 0.106
0.077 0.081 0.042 0.209™** 0.209™* 0.144*
0.115* 0.069 0.127 0.293"** 0.279™* 0.348™*
0.142" 0.208" 0.186° -0.023 0.035 -0.004
-0.226™ -0.264™" -0.245" 0.056 -0.051 -0.009
0.101 -0.096 -0.106 0.124™* 0.090 0.064
0.242"* 0.208™* 0.024 -0.003
0.255" 0.371**
3.076™ | 2.909"* | 1.817" 0.474 0.589 -1.845"
R2 0.062 0.094 0.146 0.152 0.145 0.266
*kk O_ 1 *% 1 * 5

93



status inconsistency

20 30

94



2005
5 2000 2000
2000 2000 2000
6
1 Beck, Ulrich 1986 Ristkogesellschaft-Auf
dem Weg in eine andere Moderne, Suhrkamp 7
Verlag. 1998
2 Bell, Daniel 1973 The
Coming of Post-Industrial Society, Basic Books,
Inc., New York. 1975 2003
3
2000 8
5
pp-3-53. 4
1999
2001
Efficacy Expectations 9
2004
A efficacy expectation is 2006
the conviction that one can successfully execute 2004
the behavior required to produce the outcomes
Outcome Expectations
A person’s 2006

estimate that a given behavior will lead to certain

outcomes

2003 .

95



2001 . —
— 49
3, pp.62-71.
2003 .
— 51 3 pp.308-317.
2004 . —
— 533
pp.27-37.

Bandura, Albert 1977 . Self-efficacy : Toward a
Unifying Theory of Behavioral Change, Psychological
Review, 84 2 pp.191-215.
1978 . The Self System in Reciprocal
Determinism, American Psychologist, 33, pp.344-
358.

1982 . "Self-Efficacy Mechanism in
Human Agency, " American Psychologist, 37 2 ,
pp.122-147.

1985 .

pp-103-141.
1995 . "Exercise of personal and
collective efficacy in changing societies," Bandura,
Albert eds., Self-Efficacy in Changing Societies,
1997

Cambridge University Press. pp-1-41.

pp-1-41.

Beck, Ulrich 1986 . Risikogesellschaft-Auf dem

Weg in eine andere Moderne, Suhrkamp Verlag.
1998
Bell, Daniel 1973 . The Coming of Post-Industrial

Society, Basic Books, Inc., New York. 1975

Elder, Glen H. 1995 . "Life trajectories in changing

96

societies," Bandura, Albert eds., Self-Efficacy in

Changing Societies, Cambridge University Press.

pp.42-64. 1997
A.
pp-42-64.
2000 .
5
pp-111-
148.
2005 .
—alt.elite.dig
46 pp.19-38.
Giddens, Anthony 1984 . The Constitution of

society : Qutline of the Theory of Structuration,
University of California Press.
1990 . The Consequences of Modernity,

Polity Press. 1993

Hackett, Gail 1985 . "Role of Mathematics Self-
efficacy in the Choice of Math-Related Majors
of College Women and Men : A Path Analysis,
"Journal of Counseling Psychology, 32 1 , pp.47-
56.

1995 . "Self-efficacy in career choice
and development,” Bandura, Albert eds., Self-
Efficacy

in Changing Societies, Cambridge

University Press, pp.205-229. 1997

pp.205-229.

Hackett, Gail and E. Betz, Nancy 1990 . "Effects of
Verbal and Mathematics Task Performance on
Task and Career Self-Efficacy and Interest,
"Journal of Counseling Psychology, 37 2 , pp.169-
177.

Hackett, Gail, E. Betz Nancy, Casas J. Manuel



and A. Rocha-Singh, Indra 1992 . "Gender,
Ethnicity, and Social Cognitive Factors Predicting
the Academic Achievement of Students in
Engineering, " Journal of Counseling Psychology,
39 4, pp.527-538.

1999 . —

1979 .
pp-198-231.
2002 .
pp-18-53.
2005 .
7 2 pp.2-14.
2004 .
JGSS
pp-149-161.
2000 .
5
pp-57-81.

1979 .
pp-161-197.
2000 .

5
pp-3-53.

2000 . —

3
pp-199-220.
1996 .

97

pp-295-318.
1999 .
22 pp.83-125.
1997 .
19 pp.129-137.
1996 .
44 2 pp.20-30.
, 2001,
2001 . SPSS —
AMOS
2005a -
13 pp.79-102.
2005b .
1 pp.209-232.
2006a .
16 pp.155-195.
2006b .

2003 .

14 pp.31-53.
[ 1
2002 . AMOS
2



15 2007 .3 Tokiwa Journal of Human Science
No.15 Mar. 2007

2006 10 5 , 2007 1 22

Abstract : The reinforcing properties peculiar to an imprinted stimulus for chicks An imprinted
stimulus functions as an operant reinforcer in the same way food does. The purpose of the present
paper is to investigate the reinforcing properties of the imprinted stimulus. We investigated those
comparing with the reinforcing properties of food. Sixteen white leghorn chicks were divided into
two groups; the imprinted stimulus and the food groups. Chicks of the former group were trained to
peck the key with the imprinted stimulus as a reinforcer. Those of the latter group were trained to
peck the key with food as a reinforcer. Two choice tests were conducted to see chicks' preferences for
two stimuli. The results were as follows. Chicks of the imprinted stimulus group preferred the
imprinted stimulus to food. However, their key-peck response rates were lower than those of the food
group. Further the cumulative response patterns were sporadic in the imprinted group. These results
suggest that the reinforcing properties of the imprinted stimulus are different from those of food.

Key words : imprinted stimulus, food, operant reinforcer, white leghorn chick
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Abstract : Prejudice Against Homeless as a Victimological Problem: Results from the Mito
Prejudice Surveys This paper discusses prejudice against homeless as a victimological problem.
The paper deals with the theoretical relationship between victimization, power inequality and
prejudice. It looks at the effects of media on victimization. It analyses media reports on homeless.
Media contents determine what people believe about homeless and about their victimization. Two
surveys were conducted, a mail survey (313 respondents) and a telephone survey (400 interviews).
The paper discusses advantages and limits of both methods. They yield basically identical results. For
more detailed complicated questions, the phone survey seems to be less suited. Citizen and homeless
live in separate worlds. Perceptions of inter- and intra group victimizations, attribution of blame and
perceptions of remedies are described.

Key words : victimology, homeless in Japan, prejudice, mass media content, telephone survey
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Gerd Ferdinand Kirchhoff

While the Joint Research Seminar on Homeless that seeks to promote victim interests in a
provided many valuable contributions to this society that is at best indifferent to victims.
project, this author is solely responsible for the Often the victim movement generates its
content of this paper. momentum, its energy, from an emphasis on

People associate the homeless with the '3 K's, One, conflict: mainstream society and especially the
they are kitanai [dirty]; two, they are kusai [smelly], criminal justice systems worldwide neglect the

and three, kowai [scary],” Kubo, Emily S : Sano-san- a Human Rights of victims. Victimology, a

man with a vision. Japan Inc.Magazin, 1/1/2006; . . . . .
science, is commonly misperceived as following

Introduction : the same path as the victim movement,

Why are victimologists interested in the listening - so to say - to* His Master' s Voice” .
prejudice against homeless? It is erroneously construed as the scientific

A focus of research in the Tokiwa branch of the victim movement. Needless to
International  Victimology Institute is say, such superficial impressions should not
victimization of minorities as victims of and do not survive a critical scientific analysis.
Human Rights violations including crime. The Victimology deals scientifically with the victim
very existence of minorities indicates conflict. movement. Science is not identical with socio-
Conflict is disturbance, it is unpopular. political activity. Nevertheless, the perceived

Consensus 1§ popular”. A powerful tradition neighborhood” between the two has

exists in the English social science literature consequences: victimology as the study of
about Japan. This tradition, called by experts, victims of Human Right violations including
the “ Great Tradition”, suggests strongly that crime (Kirchhoff, 2005) is more “ suspicious”
Japan is best described as a consensus society. to people who adhere consensus ideas. It is
Japanese people are described to live in a less “ suspicious” to people who understand
consensus society. They are believed to regard and sympathize with conflict ideologies. While
harmony as one of their highest values. it is difficult to separate clearly the social-
Mourer and Sugimoto (1990) described this political from the scientific, it is nevertheless
holistic view in the chapter “ The Great necessary.

Tradition: Uniformity and Consensus in If victimologists look at prejudice against
Japanese Society” (Mourer & Sugimoto, 1990 certain groups, like it is done here in this
p.21f).  According to them, this view is paper, it is done in a scientific way, not in the
dominant, nationally and internationally. way of socio  political activists.

Conflict views tend to be overlooked by the oL .
1. Victimization, Power Inequality and

“ academic establishment” . Such views are

nevertheless present in attempts to describe Prejudice

Japan’ s society, but they make up” The Little The following section looks at victimization

Tradition” (see Mourer & Sugimoto, op. cit. and at the disequilibrium of power that breeds

chap.3 p.64f). victimization. Published opinion determines
Conflict and consensus are concepts that the opinion of people. Published opinion and

help us better understand” victimology”. prejudice correspond. This part is informed by

Victimology is a social science. It is not directly ideas of Maus (1975) and of Schneider (1987).

related to conflict or consensus. The victim Victimization usually implies an imbalance,

movement is different it is a social movement a disequilibrium of power. In social
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interactions, power is unevenly distributed: it
is implied that a powerful offender victimizes
a powerless victim. A contemporary term for
of

victimization is" victim empowerment”. With

measures against the consequences
this collective term all victim oriented
measures are addressed that help victims of
crime to cope better with victimization.

Power disequilibrium 1s a common
phenomenon in every society. Japan is no
exception. The disequilibrium becomes clear
when informal expectations on behavior are
not met. This disappointed expectations lead
to informal rejection, exclusion, and to
prejudice.

One group that is almost naturally prone to
be excluded, are the homeless. Certainly the
homeless do not correspond to the usual
perception of an ordinary citizen in a society
that 1s characterized as industrious, work
oriented, very well organized, and officially
harmonious.

In the light of striving for a harmonious
perception, in the public discussion about the
homeless, a new term was introduced to softly
suggest that this group is not really a
Japanese phenomenon. This term "homulessu"
- from the English "homeless" insinuates that
this group is not really a typical Japanese
phenomenon but that it is somehow associated
with imports from elsewhere - something that
1s to be associated with something foreign and
strange, something common in a Western
(compare China Daily, 2000 or
Okamato, Hayakawa, Noguchi, & Shinya, 2004

p.2). This maybe is a reason why words like

culture

furousha” (= without permanent residence),
kojiki” (=beggar) or* nojuku” (living outside)
are less often used.

The Japanese government had to take notice
and deal with this group as a figure in the

political games when the United Nations’
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Human Rights Commission investigated the
Japanese conditions and the (lack of) attention
to the problem by politicians (see UN ECOSOC
CESR 2001). Since then, the homeless are* on
the internal political agenda". There is a
special law on homeless expressing the new
concern of the parliament in Tokyo (Special
Measures Law 2002). There is a census of
March 2003 (compare Census, 2003). In the
media, there are various “ arenas” that deal
with homeless. Numerous special websites,
discussion forums and blogs® keep the

discussion alive, in Japanese and in English
(for example Second Harvest Japan 2006). A

search in the domain “ Japan Today” yields
2300 contributions (Homeless in Japan Today ,
2006).

These highly

interesting. They tell us the direct unfiltered

informal forums are
opinion of people. Of course not of everybody

but of those who find it interesting and urgent
enough to be motivated to contribute to these
e.g. online discussions. Mauss calls these
(Maus, 1975, 10f.). They are

issue - specific publics”, made up of all people

arenas “ publics”

who care about a certain issue, no matter on what
side they stand on. Public opinion is related
to them antagonistically public opinion
reflects consensual reality. Consensual reality
is the" common social stock of knowledge”
(Berger & Luckmann 1967, p44), the reality as
constructed by ordinary people as opposed to
intellectuals and tastemakers (for special
of
theory and its implications for victimology see
Barkhuizen 2007).
Ordinary people

discussion social construction reality

know about homeless.
People know - like they know about crime.
This

information and collective myths.

knowledge is a mixture of prejudice,
People
construct their reality in communication with
Important

other people and institutions.
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construction material is delivered by the mass
media, by television, the press and movies.
The media communicate an image of the
minority. This image is important as guiding
information for actions of e.g. politicians. They
are equally important as" guidelines” that

among others favor certain social facts or
these

disfavor them. For quite a while,

conditions are well known (Berger &
Luckmann, 1967 ; Mauss, 1975 ; Schneider,
1987, p.139f)). the role of
prejudice is not yet fully realized.

The TIVI research project wanted to find

In victimology,

out how homeless are described or constructed
in the mass media, especially in the
newspapers and in the internet, and we
compared these findings with our survey data
on homeless.

Public opinion and published opinion in
mass media correspond very closely. There is
a mutual dependency between news producers
on the one side and consumers or customers
on the other side the producer has to produce
what the customer likes, and the customer
enjoys reading, hearing and seeing what he
expects, believes and cherishes as thrilling
and interesting. This published picture of
reality is regarded as" truth”, a consensual
reality that is regarded as valid. It is common
knowledge that people believe what they see
in TV news and what they hear on the radio.
They believe that news in the newspapers are
"reality". In a sense they are right. The facts
presented in the media are consensual reality
in the meaning of Mauss (1975): Nobody
contradicts, no one challenges their message.

They create" reality by consensus”.
2 The Effect of Media on Victimization

This section deals with the role of the media
in victimization. What effect does reporting of

victimization have - or what effect does
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silencing of victimization?

Dealing with the relationship of power
disequilibrium, prejudice and victimization
ultimately leads to thinking about the effect of
mass media generally, and on victimization
especially. Studies on the effect of media are
frequent - this is no wonder if we imagine the
enormous economic relevance of such studies.
Advertisement agencies devote a lot of time
and money to convince their customers that
media are effective. The economic interest in a
confirmation of such an effect is obvious - but
that call for

there are other interests

satisfaction in a similar urgency. These
interests may conflict. This is one reason for
the fact that we find contradicting theoretical
statements about media effects.

There are several hypotheses about the
effect of mass media content on behavior.
Especially the effects of violent and sexual
contents on behavior have been the object of
The

relationship to offending is often studied. The

consideration by interested groups.
relationship between victimization and media
content is still unexplored. (Schneider, 1987,
p.719ff)). The common denominator of these
studies is:

Media influence behavior. They create an
almost consensual (not contradicted) reality.
This is plausible why else are millions of
dollars spent for advertisements and
commercials? The war situation can be taken
as an extreme example: in peace, people are
socialized to control violent impulses. In war
times, they are supposed to commit violent
acts. To kill and to destroy, they have to be
indoctrinated. They have to be influenced in a
certain way so that they are able to do what
the powerful demand from them (compare
Schneider, 1987, p.887f.). Propaganda is a

powerful and effective way to convince people
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that actions against certain other people are
necessary. This is proven in the analysis of the
way the Nazi Regime in Germany prepared
the genocide against the Jews and other
defamed groups of the population. This author
observed how CNN and Fox TV presented the
first weeks of the Iraq invasion to the
American people. The producers of the
corresponding tv news and programs did not
show a single victim. Victims on both sides
were concealed. What they showed, were
moving forward army transports of soldiers
and weaponry, gratefully waving happy
liberated Iraqis, planes and missiles on the
This
author believes that the actual killing and

way to their targets but no victims.
destruction, the victimizations, are prepared,
promoted by* flak”
are made acceptable by the people whose
Flak*

massiveconcerted propagandistic one-sided

from the media, and they

armies do these things. signifies a

hailshower” of media messages. A well
known example is the flak of politicians, radio
moderators and (very unexpectedly) Christian
nuns in Rwanda- Burundi (Simons, 2001).
People believe what the media give to them
often this i1s the only information about
reality they have. Politicians are said to react
to the opinion of the electorate as depicted in
The attitudes and beliefs, the

prejudices of the public are a point of reference

the media.

which politicians determine priorities of
action. As a consequence, prejudice is an
important element in explaining the social
climate that either protects victims from
victimization or prepares victimization. That
1s reason enough explain why the prejudice of
interest for

people is of victimological

research.
3 Studying Prejudice

In Tokiwa, an interdisciplinary research
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group of victimologists and sociologists looked
at "official knowledge", at surveys or media
reports about homeless. The first step on the
way to a survey on victimization of homeless
was to look at the image of homeless in the
print media and then to measure the prejudice
against homeless as held by the population in
Mito. This section describes the image of the
homeless.

We wanted to explore the prejudice among
citizen in Mito, a middle sized Japanese town
of about 250,000 inhabitants. The city is one of
the satellite towns of Tokyo. It has preserved a
green, friendly, calm atmosphere. In Mito,
homeless people are not visible in the public
sphere.

It was therefore expected that Mito people
would have no immediate knowledge about
homeless. If we asked them for their opinion
about homeless, then their knowledge can only
come from information in the mass media.

Mass media report a rather mixed picture
about homeless. They almost never report
about the daily life of homeless that would be
too boring and not worth an article or a TV
show. Newspapers do report about victimization
of homeless by young males. There are
numerous reports about juveniles throwing
stones at homeless, burning them or setting
them in fire, beating and even killing them
These

events are widely published. In interviews

(numerous reports, e.g. Onishi, 2003a).

with homeless and their advocates in Osaka
we heard over and over that attacks on
homeless are frequent. One attack provokes

The

especially vigilant after

copy cats. homeless community 1is
such an attack
happens reports from Osaka told us that
they happen 1 to 3 times in winter per week.
In the same winter, 300 homeless in Osaka
may freeze to death (private communication

with staff of Tabiji no Sato, Osaka, August
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2006).

The Newspapers also report about measures
to help homeless. Especially Osaka became
famous for its municipal efforts in cooperation
with Christian NGO’s to bring help to
There are more than 25,000

homeless in Japan - the result of the first

homeless.

recent census nationwide (Census, 2003). Most
of them In the Mito
municipality, official eye-sight registrars saw

less than 100 homeless. In the streets of the

live in Osaka.

city there are very few - homeless are almost
invisible. Contacts between homeless and
citizen are rare.

We

citizens avoid the homeless wherever possible.

know from students' reports that
They are not respected as customers. Part
time workers in the department stores are
instructed not to communicate with them but
to overlook them. Parents point out to their
children that homeless are horrible it is
plausible that parents do not want their
children to become like these outsiders.
Homeless are a bad example for good behavior
(Onishi, 2003b). As soon there are suspicious
activities involving a homeless, the newspaper
will warn the readers (e.g. Noguchi, 2006 or
Connell, 2006). The media report as well about
visible dangers, crimes or frost.

To find out what actually is reported in the
newspapers, annual volumes of the three most
read daily newspapers from 2000 to 2003 were
inspected by semi students® of the Tokiwa

The result of the

inspection can be summarized like this:

International College.

Homeless are a rather healthy male
population. They do not have work. It is said
that homeless stated that they did not want
assistance from officials they wanted jobs
and houses. There was considerable reporting

about victimizations of homeless by juveniles
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or outsiders, in the last three years there were
about fifty of such reports in the three leading
Japanese newspapers. There are reports about
the activities of helping NGOs of Christian
volunteer NGOs.
NGOs and their work, the press reported about

In connection with these

academics involved in studying homeless
problems.

Fukuhara (2004) describes a really negative
prejudice of a representative sample of Osaka
Between 96% and 50%

homeless are dirty, lazy, unhealthy, dishonest

citizen: believe,
and without initiative. They deserve no pity.

Recently newspaper report suggested to the
readers that there is a lot of victimization by
bureaucracy in the social welfare administration
(Ishiwatari, 2004). Homeless do not have a
registered residence. Newspapers reported
about Yamauchi-san who struggled the way
through the administration to the court to get
a permission to have his park registered as his
official residence for collecting social welfare.
The positive court ruling was discussed
intensely and controversially in the Media
(e.g. Cruel, 2006). Silenced is that the welfare
administration does not apply this court ruling
to other homeless. In reality nothing has
changed - homeless continue not to qualify for
social provisions (personal information August
2006 by a member of Tabiji no Sato, Kawagasaki,
Osaka).

Non registration is a great enemy of
homeless:* Without registration, an individual
cannot vote 1n elections, take out health
insurance and recelve a pension, obtain a
passport, renew a driving license, open a bank
account or search for a job (Daily Yumiuri,
Feb.11,2006). The bureaucratic and legal
vicious circle in which homeless find
themselves, is described by Ishiwatari (2004).

Certainly, a group of homeless - we do not

know its size - for good reasons might fear
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registration. They fear to be identified. They left
house and family. They escaped from marriage,
obligations or debts. They submerged. When I
took photos in Kawagasaki (Osaka), I was
instructed by homeless NOT to take close-ups
and not to publish the pictures. This register-
shy group is often an object of media reports.
They are depicted as having too high self-
esteem to be registered. They are said to prefer
to stay free. This kind of narrative is used to
create and reinforce the prejudice that
homeless are responsible for their own
poverty. They are so stubborn and proud that
they prefer poverty and hunger to registration
and welfare care. They are to be blamed.

In reality this group must be minute. In
Osaka's

homeless

Kawagasaki for example, most

accept the offers of material

provisions, medical and social counseling of
the commune or of NGOs - and usually some
form of registration is necessary (personal
communication, August 2006, Tabiji no Sato,

Kawagasaki, Osaka).
4 The Instrument

To measure the prejudice against homeless,
we did not want to use the kind of insinuating
questions used in other studies. Knowing that
the news provide negative as well as empathy
provoking input, we designed a balanced
instrument.

This instrument has three general themes:
its eleven questions measure

they

Firstly,
familiarity with homeless. Secondly,
measure the localization of blame for
victimization on homeless (Intra - group
victimization) or on outside-groups (Inter-
Group victimization). Thirdly, the instrument
measures the respondents’ perception of the
homeless. 20 sub questions tackle the
prejudice directly. The variables were derived

from internet searches. If you Google the exact
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phrase "Homeless in Japan", 890 different
found. The

equivalent (Nihon no homulessu) produced ca.

references were Japanese
700 references. These sources were studied and
filtered as to their relevance on published
prejudice against homeless.

In the profile, we avoided suggestive
directions in questioning. A list like the one
we used to report the results of a survey of
Fukuhara (2004) was believed to be too
suggestive. Negative prejudicial statements
found in internet (e.g. Onishi, 2003b) were
partly rephrased into positive statements.
Random order was used to determine the
sequence of negative and positive statements.

People were then asked to grade the
statements. They were advised to use the
Japanese school grading system from 1 (very
bad) to 5 (excellent). By this we wanted to yield
a clear prejudice profile.

The decision about the exact wording and
the question technique was made after intense
pretests among students and among volunteer
language teachers association "L'Avenir" of

Mito City International Center.
5 The Data Collection

We decided to look

structure of the Mito citizen by a mail survey

into the prejudice

and by a telephone survey. The Joint Research
Group carried out the mail survey. From the
City Register in City Hall, a stratified random
sample of thousand adult Mito citizen was
drawn according to the design of Akemi
Kitane. This representative sample of adult
Mito citizen yielded 318 responses.

Parallel to this mail survey, a telephone
survey was conducted by semi students guided
by this author. For the first time in published
social science research in Japan, a representative
sample of listed phone owners was sampled.

The sampling was a straightforward random
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sample. The list of stand-alone (no mobiles)

telephone owners is given in the local
telephone book from page 6 to 89. Each page
has four columns of names and numbers. Each
column has about 90 entries. Each telephone
owner is determined by page number, column
number and entry number. The sample was
drawn by a random selection process. We used
the generator of http://www.random.org.

This method has the advantage that you can
add to the sample new randomly drawn
members that might be necessary if the rate
of non completed interviews turns out too
high.
About 1600 phone calls yielded 400 completed

About 1600 members were selected.

interviews.

For mail survey and for phone survey we
used identical questions.

The phone
intensely. We used Computer Assisted
Telephone Interview (CATI). The CATI

method is a tool used to record the answers to

interviewers were trained

the question of telephone interviewers.
Questions and answer categories are listed on
the The

progress to the next question if the answer to

computers. interviewer cannot

the actual question is not properly recorded.

The

clicked on the answer buttons on the monitor

interviewers, trained semi students,
screens of the laptops, coding the answers
directly and producing a clean SPSS File
(SPSS Data Entry).

The respondents in the phone sample are
slightly older than the respondents in the mail
survey. But the median of the age in both
surveys are the same. In both samples we get
exactly the same percentage of housewives
and an identical percentage of independent
professions and shop owners. In the phone
sample we have more students, persons
without even a part time job or retired people.

In general we have the impression that both
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samples are not fundamentally different and
that they reflect both the same opinion -
especially in the older half of the population.

6. Results

6.1. Mail Survey or Phone Survey?

This research showed that a social science
phone survey is indeed possible in Japan
contrary to strong, persistent arguments that
hold Japanese conditions to be prohibitive for
a phone survey.

Mail survey and the phone survey both have
their strengths and disadvantages. For most of
our questions, both methods are equally
suited. This is proven - we no longer have to
resort to unproven beliefs and prejudices in
this matter. Without doubts, the phone survey
is a good method when questions are clear,
understandable, and short.

In our instrument, most of our questions
have been clear, understandable and short.
Our way to measure the prejudice in twenty
five-points scales, is probably better suited for
a written survey - but all other questions
yielded astonishingly similar results.

While both surveys yield the same results,
phone surveys yield quickly clean data sets.
That is a main advantage. Sampling for mail
surveys 1s complicated and expensive.
Sampling for telephone surveys is cheap and
effective. For urgent answers to ardent
questions the phone survey is better suited.
This is promising, especially since CATI is a
method that is so easily available - prerequisites
are SPSS Data Entry, a phonebook and a
random digit generator.

That 1s an encouraging result. It should
inspire young researchers to venture into the

phone survey territory.
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6.2. Citizen and Homeless - Two Separate

Worlds

Do respondents have contacts to homeless?
If yes, they would be able to construct their
opinion about homeless from their own
experience.

As expected, only a small minority ever had
any personal contacts with homeless (7% Mail
Survey, 5% Phone Survey). The vast majority
had no contacts with them at all or said that
they had seen homeless but did not speak to
them (93% mail survey, 95% phone survey.)
That corresponds to figures from the Osaka
and Nagoya surveys.

Homeless and mainstream society are
separated from each other by a“ separating
wall”. The wall is penetrated by mass media
information. The separating wall between
minority and mainstream society is a
prerequisite of power disequilibrium and for

victimization.

6.3. Homelessness is male

From victimization studies we know that
generally victims of crime a predominantly
male -only in special cases like in severe
domestic violence and in sexual victimization,
there are more female victims. Mass media try
to inform the public that in increasing
numbers females become homeless. Children
are said to be more and more among the
homeless. Hearsay reports pretend to know
that around Shibuya and Shinjuku (places in
Tokyo) there are "incredibly cheap priced
prostitutes", homeless women. If these women
are sleeping on the streets of entertainment
areas or parks, they are extremely vulnerable
to claws of rapists. They need to have a guy to
protect them from predators (Connell, 2006).
These reports are flashlights triggered by the
desire to report flashy new exciting facts, like

“ Female street dwellers tell tales of terror”

(Mainichi, 2002) . In this sensational report the
anonymous author identifies one of the new
breeds of Tokyo' s street dwellers that become
“ more and more common” :“ female addicted
gamblers, drug addicts and alcoholics, aging
prostitutes without customers any more”.
Sexual fantasies often give the pretext for
reporting on homeless women (Kamiyama,
2004)

In spite of these reports, today* homelessness
is male” (compare Mizuuchi, 2004). One indicator
is: During a 2006 visit to Kawagasaki, the
gravitation center for homeless in Osaka with
more than 4,000 homeless in an area of few
80,000 square meters, there was not a single
homeless woman visible and definitely no
children.

Since people think what they read in the
media is real, mail-and phone-sample believe
predominantly and in the same proportions -
that homeless are male (about 85%).

Since homeless in the big cities are male, the
mass media depict usually males. The
majority of homeless have been day workers,
and this population has always been male.
This gendered structure of homelessness is
important for victimologists : Most victims of

crime are male (White Paper on Crime 2004).

6.4. Attribution of Blame: Perceptions of Inter-

Group or Intra-Group Victimization?

Two kinds' victimizations are possible:
Either homeless victimize other homeless
(within-or intra group victimization) then the
power disequilibrium manifests itself on the
individual level. The other kind of victimization
would be inter - group victimization, outsiders,
non-homeless would victimize homeless. Inter
group victimization is reported in the newspapers:
juveniles or adults usually intoxicated
attack homeless people, pour burnable liquids

over them and put them on fire, beat them up,
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destroy their habitats and occasionally kill
them (instead of many other references Seto,
2000). There are rarely reports of intra group
homeless victimizing (Asahi Shimbun, 1999;
2000, 2002; Ibaraki Shimbun, 2005a; 2005b).

To measure the way in which people in our
city construct the victimization of homeless,
we presented them several vignettes. One of
them was: “ A homeless man was beaten up.
His bag, in which he had all his belongings,
was destroyed”. Response possibilities were:
other homeless people did it to him (intra-
group victimization) or other non homeless
people did it (inter-group victimization).

84% in the phone survey and 86% in the mail
survey believe in inter-group-victimization.
That corresponds very well with the reports in
the media. This reinforces our conviction that
people take information in media as fact.

17% of the

respondents attribute the blame directly to

A more detailed inquiry shows:
homeless personally - while the impersonal
environment is blamed by a quarter of the
58% Dbelieve in

respondents. inter-group

victimization: non homeless people have
victimized the man in the vignette. Inter-
group victimization leads in phone and mail
survey. In rank two, people blame the social
environment in the phone survey, while this

group holds the last rank in the mail survey.

6.5. Repression or Help?

What do Mito citizens recommend to politicians?
This time we used a vignette dealing with
nightly attacks on homeless. We asked for
recommendations to politicians, what to do to
stop nightly attacks on homeless. We did not
specify from where the attacks came. The
recommendations in both surveys are clear:
60% to 70% recommend providing work and
homes for the homeless. Citizen involvements

in the protection of homeless recommend 15%.
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Simple repressive measures in Mito were
favored by about 15%. Phone and mail surveys
do not differ.

The mail survey seems better suited to
depict detailed prejudice. Obviously the non-
stability of the spoken (or heard) words of the
interviewer in the phone survey does not
permit a too complicated measurement.

All in all, the people in Mito expose not a
very friendly attitude to homeless; they do not
want to deal with them at all, as we see from
the personal contacts. The prejudice of people
in Mito is not completely negative. However, it
is predominantly aversive. Homeless are
definitely excluded. But there are a lot of
neutral voices as well. That is expressed in the
recommendations for the politicians the
respondents in both surveys gave: Only a
minority pleas for radical oppressive solutions -
the majority recommends provision of "house
and job" - exactly that is what homeless need
most urgently.

If actual victimization follows the prejudice
of the population, then victimization of the
homeless will be predominantly inter group
victimizations. This and more topics are dealt
with in the second part of the ongoing
research.

Citizen and homeless live in a completely
separated world. They do not communicate
with each other. Almost none of our
respondents had direct contact with homeless.
What people know is mediated by the media.
In this respect Mito citizen are not different
from people in Osaka who live "door to door"
with so many homeless. The prejudice of the
Mito population is less extreme aversive than

prejudice measured in other studies.
7 Note

1 An earlier draft of this paper was presented

together with Maiko Kobayashi at the XIIth
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International Symposium on Victimology of the
World Society of Victimology , Orlando, Florida,
USA, August 2006. Correspondence can be sent to
Gerd Ferdinand Kirchhoff, gerd@tokiwa.ac.jp.
The questionnaire 1is available in Japanese
language from The
Victimology Institute TIVI, 1-430-1 Miwa, Mito

shi, Ibaraki Japan 3108585,

Tokiwa International

ken, email
tivi@tokiwa.ac.jp.

2 His Master's Voice” is a worldwide famous
trademark for Electrola, formerly Deutsche
Grammophon Gesellschaft).

3 A blog is a web - diary called a web-log but
colloquially referred to as a blog. See http://www/
answers.com under” blog”

4 Flak is an acronym from the German
Fliegerabwehrkanone, a technical term for anti-
aircraft artillery used since World War

5 Semi students meet during three years with
their professors who guide them to their final
thesis. The newspaper analysis was done by semi

students of the professors Kirchhoff, Kitane and

Mizushima.
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