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Preliminary Evaluation of the Framework of Tokiwa English Curriculum (FTEC)
based on Student Questionnaire Responses:
Part One of a Three-part Case Study

Kevin M. McManus (Tokiwa University Faculty of Human Science)
Hidenori Kuwabara (Tokiwa University Faculty of Management and Administration)
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1. Introduction

For decades the Japanese government has
advocated the increasing necessity for functionally
“fluent” English speakers among its predominantly
Japanese population (Blair, 1997). Through its
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology (MEXT), it has developed a national
educational system in which English language
instruction has become a core subject area (MEXT,
2014 & 2015). In recent years, English education has
been mandated from elementary school, meaning that
by the time they enter university, young adults will
have completed eight or more years of formal English
education (MEXT, 2018).

While critics say that many aspects of English

education in Japan are ineffective (or under-

effective), the premise behind the push for English
education remains: to stay competitive in the global
economy, Japan needs competent English speakers.
Furthermore, as the country faces a population
decline crisis, it is expected to rely more and more
on foreign labor in the near and foreseeable future,
further necessitating the need for communicatively
competent Japanese speakers of English.

Meanwhile, the population decline has had far-
reaching effects on post-secondary education in Japan.
The country’s hundreds of universities, junior colleges,
technical colleges, and trade schools now must
compete for a shrinking pool of potential enrollees.
To remain competitive, post-secondary institutions
nationwide have turned a critical eye inward, re-

examining student needs and curriculum efficacy,
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and “trimming the fat” by eliminating unnecessary
or ineffective components, a trend further promoted
by evolving national guidelines by MEXT. It is at this
junction where the foundation for this study began.
This paper is part of a larger study on the planning,
implementation, and assessment of one small, private
university’'s attempt to revitalize its English education.
Specifically, it looks to evaluate the implementation of
a new English curriculum by examining the responses
of a student questionnaire distributed at the end of the

first year of instruction.

1.1 Context

This study took place at Tokiwa University, a
small private university located in Mito, Ibaraki,
established in 1983 under the umbrella of a larger
educational institution founded in 1909. Currently,
Tokiwa University contains three internal colleges,
or “faculties”: The Faculty of Human Science
(Ningen-kagakubu), the Faculty of Management and
Administration (Sougou Seisaku Gakubu), and the
Faculty of Nursing (Kango Gakubu). Among these
three faculties, there are nine departments with
approximately 2,600 enrolled students.

Prior to the initiative to unify a common core
English curriculum on which this study is based,
mandatory English language education was handled
independently by each of the university's faculties.
In practice, this meant that class size and level
placement and distribution differed depending on each
university department. Furthermore, in the former
system, instructors were independently responsible for
almost all decisions in their English courses, including
drafting and implementing the class syllabus, choosing
the course text, and deciding the grading criteria.

While offering flexibility to the instructors, the
former system naturally resulted in inequality in
scope, depth, and evaluation among the required
English courses in each of the university’s faculties.

In 2017, as part of a university-wide departmental

reorganization restructuring of curricula, university
management charged the Committee for Interfaculty
Course Management (Sougou Kouza Iinkai) with the
task of designing and implementing a new English
curriculum that would unify English education among
all faculties and departments.

This new curriculum was labeled the “Framework
of Tokiwa English Curriculum,” or “FTEC" for short.
In contrast with the former curriculum, FTEC was
conceived as truly “equal” university wide. It was
to contain a standardized syllabus for each of the
six required courses (English I through VI) as well
as common textbooks among those levels. Grading
criteria and term tests were also to be standardized,
and organization was mandated to be cross-
departmental.

With these guidelines in place, the Committee
for Interfaculty Course Management created an
implementation workgroup to research, plan, and
implement the new changes from the 2018 academic
year. Whereas the former curriculum divided
the six required courses into different skill areas
(English T and II: speaking and listening; English
IIT and IV: reading and writing; and English V &
VI: conversation), FTEC took an integrated-skills
approach. This approach was conceived to facilitate
communicative competence through development of
two main areas: language resources and task-handling.
Language resources refer to the fundamental
language needed to achieve task handling: vocabulary,
grammar, and formulaic expressions. Task handling
refers to a student’s ability to carry out various
linguistic tasks through four modes of expression:
speaking, writing, listening, and reading.

Rather than requiring students to enroll in skill
levels separately, students studying English under
the FTEC curriculum were to simultaneously enroll
in language resource development courses (English
I and II) and task-handling competence development

courses (English 11T and 1V) during their first year
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at university. English V and VI, offered to students
during their second year at university, was once
dedicated to conversation, but now was to be a
more advanced mixed-skills course with the goal
of cementing the language fundamentals and task-
handling skills developed in year one. While not
considered a part of the FTEC curriculum, the
Committee for Interfaculty Course Management also
reworked the university's “Advanced English” course
selection so as to better complement the new common
English curriculum.

The current study takes place following the first
full year of FTEC implementation and is part of a
larger effort by the Committee for Interfaculty Course
Management to evaluate and refine the curriculum
to better meet the needs of the students and other
stakeholders. (Simultaneously occurring studies
include a student needs analysis, post-university
company needs analysis, faculty surveys, testing/
grading performance evaluation, and a study on the

effects of class size and environment.)

1.2 Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this study is primarily to quantify
and analyze students’ impressions of and reactions
to the newly developed common English curriculum
at Tokiwa University. Based on these analyses, this
paper aims to evaluate the first year of curriculum
instruction and identify any implications they hold for
improving the curriculum for the future. To achieve
this, this paper will attempt to address the following

research questions:

(1) What were the students overall reactions to the
new curriculum and its instruction, and how did
they feel about their own performance under it?

(2) What significant differences, if any, are there
between how students at different proficiency
levels viewed the new curriculum?

(3) Based on these analyses, what are areas for

possible improvement to the curriculum moving

forward?

Furthermore, this paper is intended as a
preliminary study as part of a three-year research
project funded by Tokiwa University's Grant-in-aid of
Research (Kadai Kenkyu Jyoseikin), awarded to the
authors for the 2018 through 2020 academic years. As
such, this paper aims to set the groundwork for future
analysis and comparison for the remaining two years

of the project, as well as any future related studies.

1.3 Importance of Study

The analysis and subsequent discussion described
in this paper is relevant at three levels: the student/
individual level, the institutional level, and the
research-project level.

Firstly, the information here will be of value at
the student/individual level. The students are the
most important stakeholders not only in this study, but
also in every decision made at the university. Thus,
the analyses in this paper and subsequent curriculum
changes are of importance to them foremost. Every
step of this study takes the student into account.

Secondly, the information in this report will be
of value at the institutional level. This report will
form the basis for the remainder of this three-year
study, and thus is directly relevant to any university-
level curriculum decisions following recommendations
resulting from the study. When discussing university-
wide curriculum decisions such as those described
in this report, there are implications for stakeholders
throughout the institution, including the instructors,
administrators, and various committees in charge of
academic planning, university evaluation, and even
advertising and recruiting, among others.

Finally, the information here will be of value at
the research-project level, as its analysis will provide
the basis on which future studies will be conducted.

As the results of this study are expected to inform
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change and development of the curriculum going
forward, this information will thus also influence the

parameters and focal points of future studies.

2. Relevant Background

Before describing the methodology and analysis,
it is important to note the key concepts and literature
on which FTEC is based. This section aims to briefly
summarize relevant background information.

Since the 1990s, the spread of globalization
has accelerated internationally, as has competition
for the acquisition of human resources that can
competently navigate the demands of international
business and intercultural communication. Under
these circumstances, strengthening international
competitiveness has become a priority issue for
countries around the world, including Japan, where
the lack of communication skills and ability to
successfully negotiate in English has led to a decline
in presence and status in the international community
(ALC Education Research Institute, 2015).

Currently, it is estimated that roughly two billion
people speak English, and that the number of second
or foreign language English speakers outnumber
native speakers (Bao, 2006). English has now
established itself as a lingua franca (or international
language), and thus acquisition of functional
competency in English can be seen as an indispensible
skill. However, the ability to speak English alone may
not be enough, and increasingly university education
has been trending towards complementing practical
language learning together with specialized knowledge
in an additional, primary field of study (Sharndama et
al., 2014). In other words, English is increasingly being
taught as a means to greater ends, and not the end
goal itself. If communicative ability in English is not
the main area of study for professionals, scholars, and
other users, it stands to reason that development of
autonomous language learning habits is important, as

such habits will help speakers develop their abilities in

accordance with their individual needs.

There have been many proposed frameworks
to guide the global trend toward learning English
as a global lingua franca, and perhaps the most
widely accepted of those is the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR),
established by the Council of Europe (2001). CEFR
is a multilingual and multicultural guideline that
provides a common indicator of language skills across
linguistic and cultural difference, and is characterized
by adopting an action-oriented approach to language
skill development. In recent years, CEFR-compliant
language education has become a global trend (Council
of Europe, 2001).

Tokiwa University’'s decision to switch to a
common core English curriculum from 2018 is rooted
in this background. In formulation of the curriculum,
the development committee started by examining just
how English education should be re-situated within
the university’s educational philosophy and diploma
policy, which focuses on fostering “globally functional”
individuals who can think, act, and communicate
to overcome obstacles and work towards solutions
through consensus building.

English education is an activity that, above all else,
helps students acquire practical communication skills.
For this, a common understanding among teachers
about the concept of communicative competence was
necessary. ARCLE (2005) defined communication
skill as the interaction between “language resources’
(consisting of grammar, vocabulary, and expressions)
and “task handling” (focused on the task-based
development of practical communication skills). To this
end, FTEC was developed with elements from two
complimentary, communication-focused educational
frameworks: Task-based Language Teaching and
Focus on Form instruction.

Task-based Language Teaching (TBLT) is
a communicative language approach in which

students learn and practice language through the
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use of meaningful language tasks that are relevant
to their lives and whose goal is cleary set (Ellis, R.
1994, 1997; Nunan 1993). In addition to the focus on
meaning, TBLT tasks are characterized as typically
having some kind of “gap’ or missing information,
having a clearly stated meaning-focused result, and
allowing learners to have freedom in their use of
which language resources they employ to complete
the task (Ellis, 2003). While it has been largely agreed
to help English language-learners increase their
communicative competence, it has been suggested that
lower-level students in a Japanese setting may require
a “weaker form” of TBLT with increase scaffolding,
as they are often used to more passive learning styles
(Harris, 2018).

Focus on Form (FonF), first defined by Long
(1991), refers to the language teaching approach in
which lessons primarily focus on communication and
the exchange of meaning, but language elements such
as grammar patterns are taught to students only
after they ‘rise incidentally” from the communicative
content. This approach is often contrasted with
Focus on Forms (FonFs), which refers to the explicit
teaching of grammar and other specific language
structures, around which the syllabus and subsequent
activities are centered (Long, 1988). Following its
introduction, the FonF approach has come to be seen
as an important and useful way to facilitate language
structure learning in communication-centered
curricula (Ellis, 2015).

In summary, based on these approaches and
through the use of CEFR-compliant materials,
FTEC aims to equip all students at Tokiwa
University, regardless of their major field of study,
with the fundamental language abilities—and more
importantly, autonomous language learning habits—to
be competitive in their chosen careers as individuals

equipped to communicate in global English.

3. Methodology
3.1 Participants

The participants of this study consisted of 829
students. Of the student respondents, 45.7 percent
(n=379) were male and 54.3 percent (n=450) were
female. While there was no questionnaire item
specifying ethnicity, based on available university
data it is estimated that that nearly 100 percent of the
respondents were Japanese and spoke Japanese as
their primary language.

The respondents comprised students from all
three faculties at Tokiwa University: the Faculty of
Human Science (n=507), the Faculty of Management
and Administration (n=287) and the Faculty of
Nursing (n=35). As the courses selected for this
study (English I-IV) are requirements for all first-
year students®, 89.3 percent were first-year students
(n=740). The remaining respondents included second-
year students (10.3 percent; n=85), third-year
students (0.4 percent; n=3) and fourth-year students
(0.1 percent; n=1). Students who were re-taking the
course for credit equaled 3.5 percent (n=29) of total
respondents.

The respondents represented each of the
curriculum’s three proficiency levels. The proficiency
levels were Level A (n=291), Level B (n=261) and
Level C (n=248). Initial placement into these levels
was determined by the students’ Computerized
Assessment System for English Communication
(CASEC) test scores, recorded prior to the first
week of instruction. The threshold scores for each
level differed slightly for each of the university's
three faculties (Human Science, Management and
Administration, and Nursing), but were effectively
set at the score levels indicated in Table 1. Note
that the table includes “Automatic Credit” students,
which were students who scored high enough on their
placement test that they were given the option to
receive automatic credit for the first year of required

English courses in FTEC.
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Table 1. The placement score and number of respondents for each level of the FTEC
curriculum (English IT and IV combined).

Class Level CASEC Score Range for Number of
placement respondents (n=)
A 400-500 291
B 300-400 261
C Less than 300 248
Automatic Credit More than 500 0

*Note: Due to curriculum and schedule constraints,
students of the Department of Health and Nutrition,
Faculty of Human Science (n=106) did not enroll in
English III and IV courses during their first year, but

rather during their second (n=59).

3.2 Materials

Data for this study was collected primarily in
the form of questionnaire responses from a single
three-page Japanese-language questionnaire. The
questionnaire comprised 44 items, including 37
items asking students to rate different aspects of
the curriculum and their classroom experience on a
five-point Likert scale. These items were organized
into three main categories: “course evaluation,”
“instructor evaluation,” and “self-evaluation.” Other
items included six questions about the students’ basic
demographics (gender, department, class level, etc.)
and one open-response item. An English translation of
the 44-item questionnaire is provided in Appendix A
for reference.

As explained in the introduction, the university's
new core English curriculum was central to this
study, and thus is considered a relevant aspect of
the study’s materials. A summary of the curriculum
(syllabi) for English II and English IV can be found in

the appendices.

3.3 Procedures
Data for this study was based on responses

collected from a single questionnaire administered

during the 16th (final) week of instruction of the Fall
2018 semester in all English II and IV classes at
Tokiwa University. The time period covered by the
questionnaire items was September 2018 to January
2019.

All students in the English IT and IV classes
were invited to participate, but participation in the
questionnaire was optional. All respondents signed
and submitted informed consent forms prior to filling
out the questionnaire. Both the informed consent form
and questionnaire were prepared in Japanese, and
were granted formal permission for administration by
the Tokiwa University Committee for Research Ethics
prior to distribution following a formal ethics review
process.

Following collection, the informed consent
forms were stored separately from the completed
questionnaires, with care taken so that the former
could not be used to identify any individual
respondent. The completed questionnaires were given
unique identification codes for reference purposes,
and responses were recorded on Microsoft Excel.
Response values were unified for ease of statistical
analysis, which was conducted using SPSS statistics
software. Data input and analysis took place from July
to August 2019.

3.4 Analysis
The statistical data analysis for this study was
conducted with IBM's SPSS Statistics software.

For basic comparative analysis of the results,
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item responses made on a five-point Likert scale
were assigned values and were calculated for
mean, standard deviation, and statistical variance.
Comparative analysis that was conducted among at
least three subgroups (i.e. performance differences
among students from Levels A through C) used a
one-way ANOVA test. A Tukey's HSD post hoc test
was then conducted to identify specific significant

differences between subgroups.

4. Findings and Discussion

For the purposes outlined in the Introduction,
the findings are arranged and reported with regard
to their significance to Research Questions 1 and 2.
(Research Question 3 is addressed in the final part of
this section.)

Firstly, the findings relevant to Research Question
1 are reported: What were the students overall
reactions to the new curriculum and its instruction,
and how did they feel about their own performance
under it?

To address this question, the questionnaire items
were arranged into four categories: items related to
overall course evaluation (Questions 1-10), items related
to course difficulty (Questions 11-15), items related to
self-evaluation (Questions 18-28), and items related
to instructor evaluation (Questions 31-37). Responses
were then grouped according to the course (English 1T
and English V) and statistical analysis for the mean,
standard deviation, and variance was carried out for
each. It is noted that while tables in this section refer
to these questions simply by alphanumeric indicators
(Q1, Q2, etc.), a full English translation of the
questionnaire is available in Appendix A, and should

be referenced as necessary.

4.1 Overall course evaluation

Firstly, responses related to the students” overall
evaluation of the course as a whole (Q1-Q10; see
Tables 2 and 3) were reported on a five-point Likert
scale (Strongly agree/Agree/Neither/Disagree/
Strongly disagree) with “strongly agree” being
assigned the value of (5) and “strongly disagree” being
assigned the value of (1). For English II, the highest
rated responses were recorded to the questions ‘the
purpose of the class were clearly communicated”
(M=4.17 SD=.676), “the actual class content closely
followed the syllabus outline” (M=4.15, SD=777) and
“the number of students in the class was appropriate”
(M= 4.25, SD=.713). The lowest rated responses
were recorded to the questions “through this class, I
became more interested in the programs conducted
at the university's International Language Learning
Center” (M= 291, SD=1.124), “through this class, I
became more interested in studying abroad” (M=313,
SD=1.179), and ‘I enjoyed using the e-learning
software (M= 2.91, SD= 1.289). Overall evaluation of
the course (Question 10: “Overall, I am satisfied with
the class.” ) was rated at M=4.02, SD=854.

Responses for English IV showed a similar
pattern, as students indicated the same questionnaire
items as the top three positive responses (Q1: M=4.16,
SD=.703; Q2: M=4.11, SD=.737; and Q3: M=4.26,
SD=.694) and bottom three responses (Q6: M=3.18,
SD=1.142; Q7: M=2.97, SD=1.115; and Q9: M=3.22,
SD=1.071) as English II. Overall evaluation of the
course (Q10) among English IV students was rated as
M=4.04, SD=.854. See Tables 2 and 3 for full analysis.
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Table 2: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to overall course evaluation

(Questions 1 through 10) for English II.

Q1 Q Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10
N  Valid 409 408 409 408 407 408 407 407 408 409
Missing 11 12 11 12 13 12 13 13 12 11
Mean 417 4.15 425 372 3.65 3.13 291 3.46 291 4.02
Std. Deviation 676 777 713 901 988 1179 1.124 966 1.136 854
Variance 458 604 509 812 976 1390  1.263 934 1.289 730

Table 3: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to overall course evaluation

(Questions 1 through 10) for English IV.

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Qs Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10
N  Valid 396 396 396 395 396 396 396 396 396 396
Missing 13 13 13 14 13 13 13 13 13 13
Mean 4.16 4.11 4.26 3.79 3.71 3.18 2.97 3.63 3.22 4.04
Std. Deviation 703 737 694 844 938 1142 115 911 1.071 856
Variance 494 543 482 713 879 1304 1242 831 1.148 733

In discussion of these findings, it can be
interpreted that students in both courses were
generally satisfied with the course, as indicated by
their nearly identical mean responses to Question 10
(M= 4.02 and 4.04, respectively). Furthermore, that
both courses rated the same items for both their
highest and lowest evaluations can be interpreted
as reflecting the similar structure of the syllabi for
English IT and English 1V, despite their different
course content. The high marks on Questions 1
and 2, which deal with how closely the class goals
were communicated and followed the syllabus,
are particularly important to the relevance of this
questionnaire analysis, as they indicate that the
students both understood what was expected of them
and that those expectations were generally in line
with the stated curriculum.

Somewhat surprisingly, the highest rated
response for both English 1T and English IV was

with regards to the number of students in the class

(Question 3). Prior to implementation of FTEC at
Tokiwa University, English classroom sizes generally
numbered around 30 students or fewer, but from the
current year, most classes contained 40 students or
more. Students did not feel this was inappropriate,
as indicated in their response to Question 3, and the
relatively low standard deviation (SD=.713 and .694,
respectively) can be interpreted as this tolerance of
the larger class size being common among students.
Next, with regards to course difficulty, students
were asked to rate items such as textbook difficulty,
homework load, etc. on a five-point scale (Too difficult
(5)/A little difficult (4)/ Just right (3)/ A little easy (2)/
Too easy (1)) in which the middle value “Just right (3)"
is judged as ideal for the purposes of this study. One
possible explanation for this is that the questionnaire
only targeted students in first-year English courses, so
most respondents (except for a small percentage (3.5%,
n=29) of students who were re-taking the course for

credit) had no experience learning English under the

_8_
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former curriculum with smaller class sizes. In other
words, most respondents had no point of comparison
from which to judge the increase, so the relatively
larger class sizes may have seemed normal for them.

The low marks for Questions 6 and 7 were
expected, as the curriculum for both classes did
not indicate—Ilet alone require—any connection
with the university's study abroad programs or the
International Language Learning Center. If anything,
these results are surprising as they indicate that at
least some class time was spent in promotion of these
university programs, despite not being required in the
curriculum. The university's International Language
Learning Center regularly requests that common core
English instructors distribute flyers for their various
language and study abroad programs, so these results
could simply indicate that the instructors did, in fact,
promote the programs in the classroom.

Finally, regarding the use of e-learning software:
students in both courses indicated that while the
selected software may have moderately helped
them improve their English (Q8), they did not
necessary enjoy using the software, as indicated in
their response to Question 9. While there were no
comments directly reflecting why students did not

enjoy using the software suite, some instructors

reported in a separate study that students complained
that the grammar-centric focus of the software
made it troublesome to work through. Furthermore,
the software, which is designed to improve student
proficiency test scores, requires a certain threshold
of correct answers to be met before students can
complete an assignment. In other words, if students
don't get enough correct answers, in a section, they
must retake the entire section. Sections in the selected
e-learning software can take 15 or more minutes to
complete, so it's understandable that some students
may have felt frustration if they repeatedly had to

retake sections.

4.2 Course difficulty and workload

For both English II and English 1V, the range
of mean scores remained relatively narrow (r=
<4), and for both classes, students indicated that
the curriculum’s e-learning requirement was the
most burdensome (M=3.44, SD=.702 and M=3.43,
SD=.668, respectively). Students in English II rated
the “pace of the class” as being least burdensome
(M=3.10, SD=422) while English IV students rated
the homework load as the least burdensome (M=3.0,
SD=.455). See Tables 4 and 5 for full analysis.

Table 4: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to course difficulty

(Questions 11 through 15) for English II.

Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15
N Valid 409 403 409 409 406
Missing 11 17 11 11 14
Mean 3.15 3.41 3.10 3.11 3.44
Std. Deviation 710 736 442 476 702
Variance .505 .541 .195 227 493
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Table 5: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to course difficulty

(Questions 11 through 15) for English IV.

Q11 Q12 QI3 Q14 Ql5
N Valid 395 394 395 396 395
Missing 14 15 14 13 14
Mean 3.27 3.35 3.06 3.05 3.43
Std. Deviation .629 734 417 455 .688
Variance .396 .539 174 .207 473

In discussion of these findings, it is first noted that
students’ evaluation of the e-learning workload in both
courses is consistent with the analysis in Section 4.1—
namely, that students may have found the grammar-
focused and repetitive nature of the exercises as being
troublesome. The ratings for the class pace (Q13)
and homework load (Ql4) are close to ideal from a
perspective of curriculum evaluation, indicating that
the learning pace set forth in the curriculum may
not need major adjustment moving forward*. Finally,
it is noted that students of both levels found the
course textbook to lean on the difficult side. From the
perspective of curriculum evaluation, the responses do
not necessary indicate an urgent need to reconsider
the course textbook selection for future academic

years, but other options may be worth consideration.

*Note: It should be noted that in a separate, ongoing
study of instructor evaluation of the same curriculum,
instructors of both levels tended to rate the pace of
instruction as too fast, and prefer more relaxed course
objectives so that more time can be spent for in-class

activities.

4.3 Self-evaluation

Questions 18 through 28 asked students to
evaluate their own performance in the course by
rating their expected grade (Q16), time spent outside
of class on preparation and review (Q18-20) and the

extent they felt they had improved their different

language abilities throughout the semester (Q21-28).

Students in both courses indicated on average
that they expected a B (70-79%) in the course.
Furthermore, students in both levels indicated that
they spent roughly 1.5-3 hours a week combined on
homework and class preparation, with the most time
spent on class preparation and the least time spent on
e-learning exercises.

Items related to students perception of skill
improvement were rated on a five-point Likert scale
(Greatly improved (5)/ Improved (4)/ Not sure (3)/
Little improvement (2)/ No improvement at all (1). For
the purposes of this study, responses closer to “greatly
improved (5)" are considered ideal.

In English II, the skills in which students
reported the most improvement were grammar (Q26:
M=3.53 SD=.806) and vocabulary (Q27: M=3.47,
SD=.818). The skills in which students reported the
least improvement were speaking/presentation (Q24:
M=3.02, SD=.952) and pronunciation and accent
reduction (Q28: M=3.17, SD=.927).

In English IV, the skills in which students
reported the most improvement were reading (Q21:
M=3.58, SD=.780), listening (Q22: M=5.58, SD=.791),
and speaking/conversation (Q24: M=3.60, SD=.841).
The skills in which student reported the least
improvement were writing (Q25: M=3.42, SD=.791)
and pronunciation and accent reduction (Q28: M=3.38,
SD=.871). See Tables 6 and 7 for full analysis.
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Table 6: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to self-evaluation of skill

improvement (Questions 21 through 28) for English II.

Q21 Q22 Q23 Q24 Q25 Q26 Q27 Q28
N Valid 416 414 415 416 415 416 416 415
Missing 4 6 5 4 5 4 4 5
Mean 3.44 3.32 3.20 3.02 3.40 3.53 3.47 3.17
Std. Deviation 787 .853 .928 952 .810 .806 .818 .927
Variance 619 728 .861 .906 .657 .650 .669 .859

Table 7: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to self-evaluation of skill

improvement (Questions 21 through 28) for English IV.

Q21 Q22 Q23 Q24 Q25 Q26 Q27 Q28
N Valid 403 400 404 403 402 403 403 403
Missing 6 9 5 6 7 6 6 6
Mean 3.58 3.58 3.60 3.46 3.43 3.52 3.47 3.38
Std. Deviation .780 791 .841 .938 791 796 .805 .871
Variance .608 .625 .707 .881 .625 .633 .648 758

In discussion of these findings, the skills students
indicated they improved the most appear consistent
with the stated curriculum objectives of the two
respective courses. Students in English II, which
focuses on solidifying students base of grammar
and vocabulary, indicated that they felt the most
improvement in those skills. The course text for
English II, Living Grammar (Seibido, 2018) offers
very few exercises for oral communication other than
simple dialogue repetition, so the students” low marks
for speaking and pronunciation are also in line with
the expected outcomes of the curriculum.

The syllabus for English IV, on the other hand,
shifts the language objective focus from grammar
and vocabulary fundamentals to a four-skills approach
with an emphasis on listening and oral production.
Similarly to responses in English II, English IV
students’ responses reflect this shift in focus, with
higher marks being given to speaking and listening

with a relatively narrow range (r=22) in responses

for all of the skill areas. It is not unexpected that
pronunciation received the lowest marks in this
category, as the course textbook, Interchange Book 1,
5" Edition (Cambridge, 2017), contains few activities

that focus explicitly on pronunciation.

44 Instructor Evaluation

Finally, students were asked to evaluate their
instructors’ performance in a series of statements
(Q31-37) in which they responded on a five-point Likert
scale (Strongly agree (5)/ Agree(4)/ Neither agree nor
disagree (3)/ Disagree (2)/ Strongly disagree (1)) . For
the purposes of this study, responses closer to ‘strongly
agree (5)" are considered ideal.

In English II, students gave the highest marks
to their instructors’ teaching pace (Q37: M=4.22,
SD=.785) and ability to clearly explain procedures
before classroom activities (Q34: M=4.14, SD=.854).
Students gave lowest marks to the instructors’
availability outside of class (Q32: M=3.09, SD=1.590)



Preliminary Evaluation of the Framework of Tokiwa English Curriculum (FTEC) based on Student Questionnaire Responses:Part One of a Three-part Case Study

and the instructors’ use of pair work/group work in
the classroom (Q36: M=3.93, SD=1.075).

In English IV, students also gave high marks
to their instructors’ teaching pace (Q37: M=4.20,
SD=.878), and conversely with English II, to their
instructors’ use of pair work and group work in

the classroom (Q36: M=4.38, SD=.878). Similarly

with English II, students gave the low marks to
their instructors’ availability outside of class (Q32:
M=321, SD=1.554) as well as their instructors’ timely
returning of graded assignments and quizzes (Q35:
M= 381, SD= 1.321). See Tables 8 and 9 for full

analysis.

Table 8: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to instructor evaluation

(Questions 31 through 37) for English II.

Q31 Q32 Q33 Q34 Q35 Q36 Q37

N Valid 412 410 412 406 407 407 405
Missing 8 10 8 14 13 13 15

Mean 4.04 3.09 4.13 4.14 4.13 3.93 422
Mode 4 3 4 4 4 5 4
Std. Deviation 788 1.590 776 854 864 1.075 785
Variance 621 2.528 602 730 747 1.156 616

Table 9: Mean reportings for selected questionnaire items related to instructor evaluation

(Questions 31 through 37) for English IV.

Q31 Q32 Q33 Q34 Q35 Q36 Q37

N Valid 400 400 400 397 396 396 397
Missing 9 9 9 12 13 13 12

Mean 4.00 3.1 4.10 4.14 3.81 438 4.20
Mode 4 4 4 4 4 5 5
Std. Deviation 785 1.554 842 854 1.321 728 878
Variance 617 2413 710 729 1.744 530 771

In discussion of these findings, it should first
be noted that students’ responses regarding their
instructors do not directly reflect on the curriculum
nor are intended to do so. Rather, they instead may
inform the researchers the extent and efficacy in
which the instructors carried out the curriculum
objectives, as well as indicate areas in which more
communication may be needed when coordinating
curriculum objectives to the university faculty

members.

Students in both courses awarded highest
marks to their instructors’ pacing (Q37). One possible
interpretation of this is that the students felt that pace
—and by extension, the scope—of the curriculum
was appropriate for their ability level and needs. A
generous interpretation of these responses is that
there may even be room for the curriculum to slightly
increase the pacing in the future.

Student responses also point at areas for

improvement. Lower marks on Question 32 indicate
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that many students felt that their instructors were
either not available or not approachable outside of
classroom hours. One explanation for this is that
roughly half of the instructors for the FTEC courses
are part-time instructors and do not hold office
hours at the university. Yet even taking this into
consideration, students should still feel as if they can
contact their teacher through other means (i.e. email)
when necessary.

Another area of possible area of improvement is
hinted at through students’ responses to Question 35,
in which many indicated that graded coursework was
not returned to them in a timely manner. The wording
of the questionnaire item unfortunately doesn't specify
what types of coursework (e.g. quizzes, homework,
unit tests, etc.) were referred to, but regardless of the
content, it is important that instructors return graded
work in a timely manner. One likely explanation for
this comes from comments in an ongoing study on
an FTEC instructor survey, in which several faculty
members indicated that the large classroom size made
it difficult to give students individualized feedback, or
that giving feedback sometimes took a little time to
return to students.

Finally, with regards to the lower marks in
English II on Question 36 regarding the lack of pair
work/group work: this simply may be unavoidable
given the course’s focus on grammar and vocabulary,

and the course textbooks lack of pair/group exercises.

4.5 Level comparison

Next, the findings relevant to Research Question
2 are reported: What significant differences, if any,
are there between how students at different proficiency
levels viewed the new curriculum?

To address this question, the codified
questionnaire results were analyzed using a one-
way ANOVA test with a Tukey HSD post hoc test.
The test was conducted for each item and compared
student responses among three subgroups in
accordance with the curriculum’s three proficiency
levels: Level A, Level B, and Level C. Reporting
the full results of each test is beyond the scope of
this paper; therefore, only significant or otherwise
interesting analysis will be described henceforth.

Firstly, in English 11, there was a significant effect
of class level on students’ perception of how closely
the class followed the syllabus (Q2) at the p <.05 level
for the three conditions F (2,380) = 6.825, p = .001.
A similar significant effect was found in English IV
for (Q2) at the p <.05 level for the three conditions
F (2,390) = 9.981, p = .000. Post hoc comparisons
using the Tukey HSF test indicated that for English
II, Level A (M = 4.25, SD = .835) was significantly
different than Level C (M = 3.91, SD = .800). The
same statistical test when comparing levels in English
IV found that similarly, Level A (M = 4.31, SD = .686)
was significantly different than both Level B (M =
394, SD = .711) and Level C (M = 4.02, SD = .765). See
Figures 1 and 2 below for a visual comparison of the

means.

Figures 1 and 2: English IT and English IV mean comparisons for Q2: perception of how closely

the class followed the syllabus.

Figure 1: Q2 Mean (Eng II)
44 - 44
4.25 401
42 4.2
4 3.91 4
3.8 3.8
A B C

Figure 2: Q2 Mean (Eng 1V)
431"
4.02
3.94
A B C
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While it is unknown why this significant
difference occurred with Level A in both courses,
one possible reason for these findings is that Level
A classes may have done better at keeping up with
the pace set forth in the syllabus, as the higher level
students theoretically should have needed less time
to understand and practice lesson materials before
moving on to the next lesson. This idea has been
supported in a separate ongoing study on instructor
questionnaires in which several instructors in
the Level C and B classes commented that they
sometimes did not have enough time to finish lessons
and had to make adjustments to the syllabus plan as
the course went on.

Furthermore, in English II, there was a

significant effect of class level on students’ difficulty
rating of the course textbooks (Q1l1) at the p < .05
level for the three conditions F (2,381) = 43.905,
p = .000. A similar significant effect was found in
English IV for (Q11) at the p < .05 level for the three
conditions F (2,389) = 11.145, p = .000. Post hoc
comparisons using the Tukey HSF test indicated that
for English II, Level A (M = 2.77, SD = .663) was
significantly different than Level C (M = 3.53 SD =
.671). The same statistical test when comparing levels
in English IV found that similarly, Level A (M = 3.10,
SD = .611) was significantly different than Level C (M
= 345, SD = .661). See Figures 3 and 4 below for a

visual comparison of the means.

Figures 3 and 4: English II and English IV mean comparisons for Q11: textbook difficulty

ratings.
Figure 3: Q11 Mean (Eng II)
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Figure 4: Q11 Mean (Eng 1V)

345

3.28
3,["/

These results are not surprising, as using a
single textbook for such a wide range of student
levels is expected to yield a similar distribution. In
this question, a score of 3 ( “Just right” ) is ideal from
the curriculum developers’ point of view. With this in
mind, the textbooks seem to be too difficult for Level
C students in both English II and English IV courses,
and too easy for Level A students in English II. The
textbook in for English IV, on the other hand, is
perceived as just about right for the Level A students.

Level-dependent significant differences were

also noted in how students perceived their own skill

improvement. In English II, level had a significant
effect at the p = <.05 level on both students perception
of their improvement of reading (Q21; I (2,387) =
8.619 p =.000) and grammar (Q26; F' (2.381) = 4.091, p
=.017). For reading (Q21), mean responses from Level
A (M = 343 SD = .931) was significantly higher than
both Level B (M = 3.06, SD = .916) and Level C (M =
302, SD = .855). For grammar (Q26), mean responses
for Level A (M = 362, SD = .830) were significantly
higher than Level C (M = 334, SD = .775), but not
Level B (M = 357, SD = .827). See Figures 5 and 6

below for a visual comparison of the means.



[ NFRRE] 537 &

55275 (202043 1)

Figures 5 and 6: English II mean comparisons for improvement in reading ability (Q21) and

grammar ability (Q26).
Figure 5: Q21 Mean (Eng II)

4 4
38 3.8
36 3.43° 3.6
34 3.4
32 3.06 3.02 32

3 3

A B [¢

Figure 6: Q26 Mean (Eng II)
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These results may indicate a few things. Firstly,
in reference to Question 21 (Figure 5), all three mean
values are relatively low, possibly because neither the
course syllabus nor the course textbook emphasizes
reading. In fact, the course textbook does not have any
reading comprehension exercises longer than a single
paragraph. That only Level A had a significantly
higher mean score may indicate that either some
teachers gave supplementary reading materials or
assignments to student, or that these students may be
referring to their use of the e-learning software, which
features a heavy emphasis on reading comprehension
of longer passages.

The results described in Figures 5 and 6 (Q26)
indicate that while all three levels felt they had some
level of grammar improvement, Level C students’
perception of their improvement was significantly
lower. With consideration of how the same group
of respondents rated their textbook at significantly
higher difficulty than other levels (see Figure 3
above), this result supports the idea that the textbook
material may be too difficult for Level 3 students,

or that the instructors did not take the time needed

on particular grammar points before moving on to
new material. In either case, grammar instruction
(“Language Resources”) is a key part of the English IT
curriculum, so this discrepancy should be addressed
In English IV, students also indicated some
significant differences in their perception of skill
improvement, but for different skills than English II.
Level had a significant effect at the p < .05 level on
students’ perception of listening skill improvement
(F (2394) = 2924, p = .050), speaking(conversation)
skill improvement (F' (2.398) = 9.060, p = .000), and
grammar skill improvement (F (2,397) = 4415, p =
.013). For listening, responses for Level A (M = 3.69,
SD = .777) were significantly higher than Level C (M
=346, SD = .850). For speaking, responses for Level
A (M = 381, SD = .868) were significantly higher than
both Level B (M = 3.55, SD = .703) and Level C (M
=340, SD = .879). Likewise, for grammar, responses
for Level A (M = 367, SD = .751) were significantly
higher than both Level B (M = 344, SD = .768) and
Level C (M = 343 SD = .84). See Figures 7, 8 and 9

below for a visual comparison of the means.
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Figures 7, 8, and 9: English IV mean comparisons for improvement in listening ability (Q22),

speaking ability (Q23), and grammar ability (Q26).

Figure 7: Q22 Mean (Eng 1V) Figure 8: Q23 Mean (Eng 1V) Figure 9: Q26 Mean (Eng IV)
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32 32 32
3 3 3
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Similarly with the interpretation of perceived
skill differences in English II (Figures 5 and 6), that
Level A students perceived significantly higher skill
improvement in all three of these skill areas may
indicate that the textbook was more aptly suited for
them, as supported by the results and analysis of
Question 11 responses (Figure 4). These results may
also indicate that instructors were able to offer more
practice to Level A students, particularly for speaking,
than in other levels. In any case, the objective of
English IV is to improve students’ ability to handle

language tasks including listening and speaking

activities, so this discrepancy should be addressed
through adjustments to the curriculum.

The final significant difference described in this
analysis is that of the students’ overall satisfaction
with the courses. While there was no significant
difference in ratings given by English IV students,
there was a significant difference at the p <.05 level
found for English II (F" (2,.381) = 7.849, p = .000) .
Level A students (M = 4.20, SD = .861) rated their
satisfaction as significantly higher than Level C
students (M = 3.78, SD = .846). See Figures 10 and 11

below for a visual comparison of the means.

Figures 10 and 11: mean comparisons for overall satisfaction in English II and English IV

(Q10).
Figure 10: Q10 Mean (Eng II) Figure 11: Q10 Mean (Eng IV)
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The broad nature of Question 10 makes it difficult
to hypothesize reasons for this difference based on
this question alone, yet when taken in consideration of
other differences analyzed above, one can assume that
a number of interrelated factors contributed to the
lower satisfaction among Level C students, including
difficult text and course materials, curriculum pacing
that was perhaps too quick, and other factors such as
instructor feedback, homework load, and perceptions

of the relatively difficult e-learning materials.

5. Recommendations

Finally, this study concludes by addressing the
third research question: Based on these analyses, what
are areas for possible improvement to the curriculum
moving forward?

While questionnaire means were almost entirely
positive (in other words, greater than “3" on a 5 point
Likert scale), closer analysis of the responses indicate
several areas for improvement. Firstly, regarding
the e-learning software: as discussed in Sections
4.1 and 4.2 of this paper, responses related to the
selected e-learning software were among the lowest
of the study. Students may have found the repetitive,
test-preparatory nature of the software unfulfilling.
It would have been natural to suggest that the
curriculum committee reconsider how e-learning is
incorporated into the syllabus, but in fact, at the time
of writing, this is already a moot point. The formerly
contracted university-wide e-learning suite expired at
the end of the 2018 academic year, and the university
has already selected and begun implementation of two
new e-learning software suites with this very purpose
in mind: increasing student interest, usability, and
compatibility with the course syllabus.

The newly selected e-learning software includes
English Central, provided through publisher Seibido,
and Super English, provided through CHIeru.net. The
former is a video-based software similar to YouTube

in which students can practice listening dictation

and shadowing speaking exercises. The latter
contains more tradition skills based exercises, but the
software is more robust and customizable than the
previously used software. It remains to be seen how
students have reacted to this, a point of which will be
addressed in a follow-up study.

Another possible area of improvement is the
selection and/or utilization of the course textbooks.
As described in Sections 4.2 and 4.5, students—
particularly lower-level students—tended to find the
textbook to be too difficult. It is unknown whether
this is due to the textbook material itself or the pace
in which it was covered in class, a point that should be
clarified in a future study. It must be noted that the
curriculum development committee already changed
its approach to the textbook from the 2019 academic
year. The textbooks have remained the same, but the
curriculum has been reworded to allow teachers more
flexibility in selecting the areas of the text and time
spent covering those areas. Furthermore, the class
pace has been slowed for 2019, requiring that teachers
cover fewer units in a semester in both English IT and
English IV.

As mentioned in Section 4.5, on area of concern
for the curriculum developers in the significant
difference among levels' perceived skill improvement,
particularly for reading and grammar in English II
and speaking and listening in English IV. Some of this
discrepancy may be alleviated with the new, slower
course pace, but this cannot be determined until
additional survey data is collected. If the discrepancy
still persists, it is suggested that the curriculum
development committee consider alternative textbook
choices, including leveled textbooks that are mandated
according to student level (and not simply course
enrollment.)

Finally, Section 4.4 described and analyzed the
students’ evaluations of their instructors. While these
were positive overall, it can be said that there is room

for improvement, particularly with regards to how
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instructors handle requests outside of class, and how
quickly they grade and return assignments, quizzes,
etc. The solution for this may be as simple as making
special note of it at instructor orientation meetings
before the start of the semester. A more heavy-
handed solution would be including assignment return
and instructor contact policies as codified into the

curriculum.

6. Conclusion

As this study is the first survey study of its
kind in this three-year project, it is expected that the
results described in this paper will create a basis from
which the perceived curriculum efficacy will be judged
following years two and three of the project. While
many of the points addressed in the discussion section
have already been addressed for the 2019 academic
year, some have still not been, so it is hoped that this
paper can appropriately contribute to the ultimate
improvement of and successful outcomes established

in the FTEC curriculum.
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Preliminary Evaluation of the Framework of Tokiwa English Curriculum (FTEC) based on Student Questionnaire Responses:Part One of a Three-part Case Study

Appendix A - Questionnaire Items (English Translation, Abbreviated Version)

Part 1. Demographic Information

No. Item Response Options
D1 Gender Male or Female

D2 Faculty Select 1 of 3 faculties

D3 Department Select 1 of 9 departments

D4 Year Select 1 of 4 academic years

D5 English Class Level Select 1 of up to 10 levels

D6 Previous Standardized English Exam Scores TOEIC, STEP Eiken, or TOEFL, write in score

Part 2. Course Evaluation

No. Item Response Options (Assigned value)
Q1 The purpose and contents of this class were clearly communicated. Strongly Agree(5)/ Agree(4)/ Neither(3)/ Disagree (2)/ Strongly
disagree (1)
Q2 The actual class content closely followed the syllabus outline. (same)
Q3 The number of students in the class was appropriate. (same)
Q4 The content of the textbook was interesting. (same)
Q5 Through this class, | wanted to learn more English. (same)
Q6 Through this class, | became more interested in studying abroad. (same)
Q7 Through this class, | became more interested in the programs being (same)
conducted at the university’s International Language Learning Center.
Q8 The e-Learning software helped me improve my English. (same)
Q9 | enjoyed using the e-learning software. (same)
Q10 | Overall, | am satisfied with this class. (same)
Q11 | How do you rate the difficulty of textbooks? Too difficult/ A little difficult/ Just right/ A little easy/ Too easy
Q12 | How do you rate the difficulty of e-learning? (same)
Q13 | How do you rate the pace of the class? Too fast/ A little fast/ Just right/ A little slow/ Too slow
Q14 | How do you rate the homework load? Too much/ A little much/ Just right/ A little lacking/ Lacking
Q15 | How do you rate the e-learning requirement load? (same)

Part 3. Self-evaluation

No. Item Response Options (Assigned value)

Q16 | What grade are you expecting to earn in this class? 100-90(5)/ 89-80(4)/ 79-70(3)/ 69-60(2)/ lower than 59(1)

Q17 | Do you feel that you worked hard in this class? Strongly Agree(5)/ Agree(4)/ Neither(3)/ Disagree (2)/ Strongly

disagree (1)

Q18 | On average, how much time did you spend on class preparation More than 3hr(5)/ 2-3hr(4)/ 1-2hr(3)/ 0.5-1hr(2)/ less than 0.5hr
(including homework, assignments, and quiz study) in a week?

Q19 | On average, how much time did you spend reviewing lessons in a (same)
week?

Q20 | On average, how much time did you spend on E-learning in a week? (same)
How much do you feel your English improved in each of the following
skills? Greatly improved(5)/ Improved (4)/ Not sure(3)/ Not much(2)/ No

Q21 | Reading improvement at all(1)

Q22 | Listening (same)

Q23 | Speaking (Conversation) (same)

Q24 | Speaking (Presentation) (same)

Q25 | Writing (same)

Q26 | Grammar (same)

Q27 | Vocabulary and expressions (same)

Q28 | Pronunciation and accent reduction (same)

Q29 | Did you take advanced English or a foreign language course this Yes / No (for “Yes,” select from list of available courses)
semester?

Q30 | Were you unable to take an advanced English or foreign language Yes / No (for “Yes,” select from list of available courses)

course this semester, even though you wanted to, because of time
conflicts?

Part 4. Teacher Evaluation

No. Item Response Options (Assigned value)

Q31 | The teacher gave me feedback and guidance that helped me with the Strongly Agree(5)/ Agree(4)/ Neither(3)/ Disagree (2)/ Strongly
coursework. disagree (1)

Q32 | The teacher responded to the students outside the class. (Including E- (same)
mail)

Q33 | The teacher's explanations were easy to understand. (same)

Q34 | The teacher explained procedures well before each activity. (same)

Q35 | The teacher returned quizzes, coursework, etc. at reasonable intervals. (same)

Q36 | The teacher actively adopted pair work and group work in class. (same)

Q37 | The teacher was teaching at a good pace. (same)

Q38 | If you have any comments or requests regarding this class and the (Space provided for open response.)

teacher you are in charge of, please write freely.
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Appendix B - Translation of English IT Syllabus

I. Outline
The purpose of this class is to review and reflect on basic English grammar learned through high school as well as in English | English
I, and to acquire fundamental grammar skills that can be used in actual communication situations. At the same time, students will
learn vocabulary and idiomatic expressions related to the theme of each section to expand their range of expression. Through this
course students are expected to raise their functional awareness as English “users” and continue to enhance their communicative
abilities.

1. Course Objectives
(1) Students are able to select the appropriate grammar structure and use it accurately for a given situation.
(2) Students are able to select appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic expressions in a given situation and use them accurately.
(3) Students are able to achieve external test goals set at each level.

lll. Sixteen-week Schedule

Week 1 Guidance, Unit 12 Rules (Modals 1: must, should, etc,)
Week 2 Unit 12 Rules (Modals 2: must, should, etc,)

Week 3 Unit 13 Folk Tales (Conjunctions 1: and, but, or, so)

Week 4 Unit 14 News & Events (Passive voice)

Week 5 Unit 15 Amazing Animals (Adverbs of frequency)

Week 6 Unit 16 Feelings (Adjectives with —ed and —ing endings)
Week 7 Units 12-16 Review

Week 8 Unit 17 World Quiz (Comparatives and superlatives)

Week 9 Unit 18 Business (Prepositions: at, on, in)

Week 10 Unit 19 Environment (Conjunctions 2: when, because, although, if)
Week 11 Unit 20 Old Saying (Gerunds and infinitives)

Week 12 Unit 21 Professions (Relative pronouns: who, which, where)
Week 13 Unit 22 What If? (Subjunctive past)

Week 14 Units 17-22 Review

Week 15 Combined Review

Week 16 Final Exam

1IV. Expected Workload outside of classroom (weekly)

Class preparation (2 hr), review homework (1 hr), e-learning progression (1 hr) (Total = about 3-4 hours a week)

V. Grading & Evaluation
1. Coursework (Quizzes, homework, in class assignments, performance evaluation, etc.) (50%)

2. Review (Final comprehensive exam)  (40%)

3. e-Learning (Really English)  (10%)

VI. Textbook
“Communication no tame no basic grammar: Living Grammar’, Yamamoto, A. et al., Seibido, 2016,
ISBN(13)978-4-7919-1088-5



Preliminary Evaluation of the Framework of Tokiwa English Curriculum (FTEC) based on Student Questionnaire Responses:Part One of a Three-part Case Study

Appendix C - Translation of English IV Syllabus

1. Outline
Directly building on the listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills learned in English I, students will learn about topics related to
them and other familiar topics from a variety of perspectives, which will be linked to language activities in accordance with the course
objectives.
In addition to understanding the cultural background of teaching materials, students will cultivate academic ability elements
such as how to capture information and express it as one's own ideas through collaboration with others and achievement of tasks,
as well as the attitude of learning independently. Essentially, students will develop English skills that meet their needs.

1. Course Objectives
(1) Understand aural descriptions and instructions related to the student through use of visual aids (Listening)
(2) Understand the main points of natural English texts on topics related to the student and be able to extract information as necessary
(Reading)
(3) Exchange ideas, give explanation, and give/understand instructions on familiar topics using plain English.
(Speaking/conversation)
(4) With advanced preparation, give simple, brief speeches on familiar topics such as the area where you live and be able to explain
your opinion using visual aids, etc. (Speaking/presentation)
(5) Write simple explanations about people and things. Create a personal e-mail or online post of your opinion. (Writing)
(6) Achieving external test goals set at each level.

lll. Sixteen-week Schedule

Week 1 Guidance, Unit 7: ‘We went dancing!’ (Talking about past events, giving opinions about past experiences)

Week 2 Unit 7: ‘We went dancing! (past yes/no questions and Wh-questions, regular/irregular verbs, past of be, etc.)

Week 3 Unit 7: ‘We went dancing! (Writing about blog posts, and reading about different kinds of vacations)

Week 4 Unit 8: ‘How’s the neighbourhood?’ (Asking about and describing locations of places and neighbours, asking about
quantities, writing about neighbours)

Week 5 Unit 8: ‘How’s the neighbourhood?’ (There is/are, prepositions, quantifiers, reading about popular neighborhoods, etc.)

Week 6 Unit 9: ‘What does he look like?’ (Asking and describing people’s appearance, identifying people, writing an email
describing a person.)

Week 7 Unit 9: ‘What does she look like?’ (Questions for describing people, modifiers, reading about a history of selfies, etc.)

Week 8 Review: Progress check (Unit 7 to Unit 9)

Week 9 Unit 10: ‘Have you ever been there?’ (Describing past experiences, exchanging information about them, writing an email
to an old friend)

Week 10 Unit 10: ‘Have you ever been there?’ (Present perfect, reading about four people’s unusual experiences, etc.)

Week 11 Unit 11: ‘It's a really nice city.” (Asking about and describing cities, asking for and giving suggestions, writing about
home towns, etc.)

Week 12 Unit 11: ‘It's really a nice city.” (Adverbs, conjunctions, modal verbs, reading about interesting cities, etc.)

Week 13 Unit 12: ‘It's important to get rest.” (Talking about health problems, asking for and giving advice, making requests, writing
about blog posts)

Week 14 Unit 12: ‘It's important to get rest.” (adjective + infinitive, modal verbs, reading about a plant used as a medicine, etc.)

Week 15 Review: Progress check (Unit 10 to Unit 12)

Week 16 Final exam

1IV. Expected Workload outside of classroom (weekly)

Class preparation (1 hr), review homework (1 hr), e-learning progression (1 hr) (Total = about 3 hours a week)

V. Grading & Evaluation
1. Coursework (Quizzes, homework, in class assignments, performance evaluation, etc.) (50%)

2. Review (Final comprehensive exam)  (40%)

3. e-Learning (EIKEN CAT) (10%)

VI. Textbook
“Interchange Fifth edition Student's book 1 with Online self-study.” Richards, J. C., Cambridge University Press, 2017, ISBN(13) 978-1-
316-62031-1
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Jokoku-ji Signbook: Celebrities who visited the Boseidai

Hiroshi NIMURA (Faculty of Human Science, Tokiwa University)

Abstract

This paper clarifies the actual situation of cultural exchanges based on Choshi in the latter half of the Edo
period through the decipherment of the sign book in Jokokuji. The sign book held by Jhokokuji, Choshi City,
Chiba Prefecture, 78 people have written from the 13th year of 1817 to 1954 Showa.This sign book includes
handwriting haiku poets. Beginning with the introduction of Seibi Natsume, Sogetsu Imaizumi, Syouu Sakurai,
Takyo Aono, Issa Kobayashi, Kazan Watanabe.

In the summer of 1816, Katsuramaru's haiku poets established a sign book on a hill with a beautiful view.
Katsuramaru invites many celebrities who came to Boseidai to urge them to sign their signatures.

This paper examines the active cultural exchange in Choshi in the late Edo period by introducing the
contents of the signature book owned by Jokokuji.
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