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Relationship between Psychiatric Nurses Critical Thinking Dispositions and
Clinical Experiences

Shoko Ikeuchi?

Abstract

This study examined the relationship between psychiatric nurses critical thinking dispositions and clinical experi-
ences. A self-administered questionnaire survey consisting of the 15 items of the Critical Thinking Disposition Scale
developed by Tokiwa et al. was conducted involving nurses working at 28 small- or mid-scale psychiatric hospitals
throughout Japan. Among the 961 questionnaires distributed, 426 (response rate 50.3%) were collected. The mean
Critical Thinking Disposition Scale score was high based on the high number of psychiatric clinical experience years.
On comparison of the average values of the subscales, there were significant differences in "cooperative attitude",
"searching mind" and "self-confidence in logical thinking". However "perseverance" and "skeptical attitude" did not
significantly differ. In addition, subjects with general clinical experience had significantly higher Critical Thinking
Disposition Scale scores than those without, and the scores for the subscale item "skeptical attitude" were especially
high.

Therefore, it is necessary to support learning to improve the critical thinking dispositions of psychiatric nurses.

Key words : psychiatric nurses, clinical experiences, critical thinking disposition

D Faculty of Nursing Tokiwa University
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